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THE BEST OF THE REST

SPORT SPONSORED BY

Moto3

THE BEHIND THE scenes 
tensions of KTM-Husqvarna 
team orders were calmed 
at Sepang with Jack Miller 
receiving valuable support 
from teammate Danny Kent.

Kent rode an inspired final 
lap to twice overtake the 
Honda of championship leader 
Alex Marquez, the second time 
at last corner, to bump the 
Spaniard back to fifth place.

With Kent fourth and Miller 
second this cost Marquez two 
points in his increasingly tense 
fight against Miller for the 
Moto3 world title.

Earlier Miller didn’t need 
any help to win his home GP 
at Phillip Island but that didn’t 
stop the explosive revelation of 
team orders within the KTM-
Husqvarna squad.

In sign of just how eager 
KTM is to beat Honda’s 
upgraded factory effort Kent 
revealed the detail of his team 
instructions.

The Husqvarna rider claims 
he was threatened with instant 
dismissal if he did not agree to 
assist Miller’s title campaign.

And while Kent was upset 
with the way the Island race 
unfolded he was the perfect 
wingman for Miller in a 
controversial Malaysian GP. 

Kent destabilised Marquez 

on the final lap with Marquez 
dishing out a verbal spray on 
the slowdown lap claiming 
Kent also deliberately blocked 
him in turn six. Marquez’ 
official protest was dismissed 
by Race Direction. 

Both the KTM and 
Husqvarna factory entries are 
run by Ajo Motorsport with 
team boss Aki Ajo also Miller’s 
personal manager.

Miller’s title campaign was 
the priority and brought into 
sharp focus by the final lap 
at the Japanese GP when a 
last-lap braking duel – with 
separate mistakes by Miller 
and Kent – gifting the victory 
to Marquez.

“We had big meetings in 
Australia after the Japan race 

but at Sepang it was cool and 
clear,” Miller said.

“At Phillip Island we just 
had to find out where Danny’s 
head was at and did he want to 
help. I have no question about 
Danny doing his own race 
but it was a matter of, do you 
want to help? Or are you the 
opposition.

“Finally we are all alone out 
on the track and I don’t expect 
anything but I know Danny 
wanted to help me as a friend.  
I was really fortunate at Sepang 
and Danny did what was right 
for himself.”

Kent was back in the good 
books with KTM-Husqvarna 
after the Sepang race with 
Miller dominating the front-
running and Kent’s late charge 

robbing Marquez of two 
points. 

“They are really happy now,” 
Kent said of the post-race 
reaction to his final lap. 

“The points I took off 
Marquez could be really 
crucial. The team said I did a 
great job and I can be happy 
because I didn’t expect to be 
that strong.”

 Kent made it clear that at 
Phillip Island that he was given 
no compromise instructions 
to support the Miller-KTM 
bid against Honda and was 
upset with the way that race 
unfolded.

“At the Island I had team 
orders that I couldn’t do 
anything with Jack and then he 
comes up the inside of me and 
takes me straight out,” Kent 
said after his tumble at the 
hairpin. “I got told that KTM 
and Husqvarna had asked Aki 
to kick me out for the last three 
races. The only way I could 
ride was if I helped Jack.
“I tried helping him and he 
took me out. I was into the 
corner and Jack released the 
brakes and his rear wheel hit 
my front wheel and I slid into 
Brad Binder. He could have 
won it and I could have been 
second – I wasn’t allowed to 
beat him.”  COLIN YOUNG

Team 
orders

MILLER: Not My Fault
After his stunning Island win, his 
fifth of the season to Marquez’s 
three, Miller explained the turn-four 
incident and denied he was at fault.

“I came in there a bit hot and 
had nowhere to go, I ran over the 
kerb on the inside but I don’t think 
I caused the crash, Danny and I 
didn’t touch. 

“Danny picked up his bike and 
Brad (Binder) was on the outside 
that’s how it went.  It was a shame, 
I knew Danny and I were close but 
we never touched.”

A FIRED-UP JACK Miller has set 
the scene for a titanic showdown 
against Spanish rival Alex 
Marquez for the Moto3 world 
championship.

After slugging it out with 
Marquez in an aggressive and 
enthralling battle in Malaysia 
Miller warned “the gloves are off” 
for the title-deciding Valencia GP.

With a hard core display of 
overtaking and clever race craft 
Miller has slashed Marquez’s 
championship lead to 11 points 
with one race to go.

Just two races earlier the gap 
was 25 points after the Japanese 
GP with Miller facing a seemingly 
impossible task to win the title.

But a sensational Sepang race 
saw Miller boost his chances  
with a  dramatic second place 
while a rattled Marquez slumped 
to fifth in a race won by Efren 
Vazquez (Honda).

There is now massive personal 
and corporate pride at stake.

Miller v Marquez for the riders’ 
title and KTM v Honda in what 
has become a bitter and tense 
manufacturer arm wrestle.

Miller has won five races to 
Marquez’s three with the Spaniard 
leading by 262 points to 251 
going into the Valencia GP.

“It will be the final and like the 
last round of a boxing match, the 
gloves will be off and everybody 
will go for it,” Miller said.

“It is now Marquez and me 
fighting for the championship and 
we can be either first or second so 
it is all or nothing.”

There has been a massive 
meltdown in the relationship 
between Miller and Marquez 
triggered by post-race protest 
with Marquez claiming 
“unsportsmanlike behaviour”.

Marquez said he had been 
bumped and forced wide by 
Miller at least six times in the 
race, a claim dismissed at a Race 
Direction hearing.

Marquez was livid after the race 
but Miller was unrepentant.

“It is not my problem,” Miller 
said. “Everyone knows the 
Marquez’ (Alex and Marc) touch  
a lot so this is just racing – their 
way. It wasn’t like I was the only 
one touching. He touched me 
many times and put me wide. 
A couple of times that he put 
me wide he also went wide and 

I came back up the inside. He 
never gives room anywhere. I 
am just trying to fight for my title 
and this is what I thought was 
necessary today. All I did was put 
my bike where he wanted to be 
and made it difficult to turn into 
the corner, it wasn’t like I drove 
my bike into the side of him. 

“If I deliberately wanted him to 
crash I could quite easily drive my 
bike into the side of him and he 
would be on the floor but I didn’t 
want this. “I feel like a winner 
today because I decreased the 
lead by nine points.”  CY

Bare-knuckle Moto3
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PROTEST! PROTEST!
Marquez also lodged a protest 
against Danny Kent for 
deliberately backing-off and 
blocking him at turn six on the 
final lap as he tried to close 
the gap to the lead group. This 
protest was also dismissed 
after checks were made on 
Kent’s on-board data logger.

“It was tough race and I had 
to be careful thinking of the 
championships,” Marquez said.

“Miller has played his 
cards but I will try to win the 
championship in a  clean way. 
I tried to catch him and finish 
second on the final lap but 
Kent made a move to block 
me.”  CY

WEBB’S WARNING
Race Director Mike Webb 
has warned Jack Miller 
and Alex Marquez that he 
does want the final race in 
Valencia to escalate into a 
grudge match.

Following the protest 
hearing, Webb told both 
riders to draw a line under 
the Sepang contest and not 
carry it into Valencia.

While conceding that 
some of Miller’s moves were 
close to the limit Webb said 
“no rules were broken” by 
the Townsville teenager.

“Marquez’s team 
protested Jack Miller for 
unsportsmanlike behaviour 
and we looked at six 
overtakes on video and 
spoke to the riders,” said 
Race Director Mike Webb.

“Four of those were 
quickly dismissed as normal 
overtaking and while there 
was contact in the other 
two, at Turn One and Turn 
Nine, but no rules were 
broken. 

They were hard, right 
on-the-limit racing moves, 
yes, but no further action 
will be taken.”  CY

BIG BROTHER
When it comes to visiting 
Race Direction MotoGP 
champion Marc Marquez is 
an unchallenged expert.
“I’ve been to Race Direction 
when I touch a rider one 
time. But during one race 
to see a touch six or seven 
times,I never see this,” 
said Marc Marquez. “Miller 
was aggressive but I think 
my brother has enough 
potential to do it.”  CY
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The championship fight is on: Jack Miller punches 
air after his crucial Phillip Island victory

Chain reaction: Miller dives up the inside of 
Kent, who is unaware Binder is also alongside
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With the announcement in 
the fortnight after the Misano 
race that Jack Miller is to 
leapfrog straight from Moto3 
to MotoGP next year, riding an 
Open-spec Honda in an LCR 
team expanded to two riders, 
the rising Australian was the 
subject of fevered interest 
at the pre-race conference 
At Aragon – where he joined 
Lorenzo, Pedrosa, Marquez, 
Rossi and Iannone.

All expressed the same 
opinion: they think he will 
find the transition difficult, 
having gone through the 
intermediate class themselves.

Invited to suggest that his 
companions at the table had 
wasted two years of their 
careers lingering in the mid-
class, he declined to cast 
aspersions on a group with 

16 world championships 
between them. Which begs 
the question: is it really 
necessary to serve time in the 
middle class? It only became 
the norm relatively recently: 
every premier-class champion 
bar one since Alex Criville in 
1999 has done so – but prior to 
that, the last one to serve this 
apprenticeship was Franco 
Uncini, back in 1982.

From 1983 to 1997 the 
champions – Spencer, 
Lawson, Gardner, Rainey, 
Schwantz and Doohan – 
skipped that stage. The 
exception in later years is  
2006 champion Hayden.

But there may not be much 
comfort in the statistics for 
Miller. All of the above came to 
500cc or MotoGP via big-bore 
Superbikes.  MICHAEL SCOTT

JACK MILLER HAS not given up his 
title aspirations and will become the 
hunter, not the hunted, as the title chase 
enters the final four races of the season.

Miller lost the points lead for the 
first time since the opening race in 
Qatar when he highsided his KTM after 
clashing with Marquez at the Aragon 
Grand Prix.

The incident, in the final corner on 
lap four, was the culmination of a frantic 
contest in the opening laps of the race. 

A bonus for Miller was fellow KTM 

rider Romano Fenati clinching the win 
with a superb final lap. Marquez’s second 
place meant he took 20 points, and not 
25, out of Miller’s title lead.

After 14 races, Marquez now leads the 
championship for the first time with 206 
points, 11 ahead of Miller (195), with Alex 
Rins (Honda) third on 188.

After the fifth race at Le Mans, Miller 
held a 44-point advantage over Marquez. 

“I’m feeling the same as when I had the 
lead and now I’ve got someone to chase, 
I’ve got a target to aim for at the overseas 

races,” Miller said.
“It’s a shame the race had to end 

like this, but I’m still focused on the 
championship. Onwards and upwards, 
shit happens.”

The series now moves to Motegi, Phillip 
Island and Sepang before what is likely to 
be a title-deciding race in Valencia.

“Although Japan is not one of my 
favourites, I like to race there, and then 
Phillip Island and Malaysia are my two 
favourites. Plus, I like Valencia for the  
last race.”  COLIN YOUNG

Cal Crutchlow believes Jack 
Miller’s “super-talent” will answer 
the knockers who doubt the 
wisdom of his leap to MotoGP.

While admitting it is a “bold 
move”, Crutchlow dismisses the 
critics and says he is looking 
forward to racing and sharing 
the LCR Honda garage with 
Miller next year.

“I think someone with his 
talent can ride anything,” 2009 
World Supersport Champion 
Crutchlow said.

“He is super-talented, he’s big 
enough to ride MotoGP and he 
definitely knows how to control 

a bike. I don’t think it will be a 
massive step as everyone thinks 
because he will be on a GP bike.

“I was used to big power 
coming from World Superbikes.  
I already had 220 horsepower in 
my hand, but it was a production 
bike. The power will be his 
biggest learning curve.

“Honda obviously see a lot of 
potential in Jack, so he might as 
well go and do it.

“I won’t need to be teaching 
him too many tricks because I 
am sure he will be learning it fast 
enough for himself.”   
  COLIN YOUNG

Miller’s wingman 
Cristian Gabarrini

Miller down but not out

Alex Marquez
“I didn’t see Jack. I stayed on 

my normal line and then I felt the  
contact. These things happen.”

Jack Miller
“[Marquez] didn’t have to do that on the 

fourth lap. If it was a last-lap battle I 
could understand it.”

Danny Kent
“He (Marquez) picked the bike up a little 

and they came together. It was a racing 
incident for me.”

The three-year Honda deal for 
Jack Miller in MotoGP is part of a 
long-range plan that could lead to 
a prized slot in the factory Repsol 
Honda team in 2017.

The plan was outlined by LCR 
Honda boss Lucio Cecchinello 
who will guide Miller into his 
rookie MotoGP season in 2015.

Miller’s contract goes through 
until 2017 – when the next  
round of Honda contracts with 
factory riders Marc Marquez and 
Dani Pedrosa expire.

It is inconceivable that Honda 
golden boy Marquez, now 21, 
will not be retained from 2017 
onwards. But Pedrosa will be 31 
by then and very close to his use- 
by date. Miller will be 22 at the 
start of the 2017 season.

“Three years is a perfect plan 
for Honda and Jack,” Cecchinello 
commented on the plan.

“Year one (2015) is a learning 
process, year two (2016) is to 
show great potential and possibly 
in the third year he can jump on a 
Repsol HRC bike. 

“To make just a two-year 
contract, and if he performs well, 
then Yamaha could approach 
him – makes no sense.”

While the pathway has 
been laid out for Miller, his 
performances will still be  
Honda’s key benchmark before 
signing riders for the Repsol 
factory squad for 2017.  CY

Jack Miller will have the services 
of Cristian Gabarrini, one of 
MotoGP’s mosT-respected crew 
chiefs, when he joins the LCR 
Honda team in November.

The appointment of Gabarrini 
brings the acclaimed race 
engineer back to LCR – where 
he started his grand prix career 
with Casey Stoner’s rookie 125cc 
season in 2003.

Gabarrini was later Stoner’s 
crew chief for all of his 38 MotoGP 
wins and two world titles at 

Ducati (2007) and Honda (2011).
“Cristian is both a very good 

engineer and has the right 
attitude to interact with a young 
rider that has potentially a lot of 
fire in him,” LCR team principal 
Lucio Cecchinello said. 

“He is always calm and the fact 
he had a brilliant collaboration 
with Casey tells me he can do 
the same with Jack. And I am 
proud to say it was our team 
that brought Cristian into the 
paddock.”    CY

Who needs Moto2?Game plan

Crutchlow rates Miller as a 
potential MotoGP star

x

The man behind the smile 
behind the man: Miller will 

be in good hands
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