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How much have you developed as a rider over the
last year?
I think I’ve learned experience rather than develop
something. My speed was always there and I was
always fast-sometimes over one lap, sometimes over
ten laps but never over the whole race. Now I’m a lot
stronger over the whole race than I was before but
I’m not actually as fast over one lap as I used to be so
maybe I’ve changed a bit in that way. I’ve had some
good races this year and some that I wasn’t happy
with. I’m sure that I’ll have some more ups and
downs this year but as long as we can keep finishing
races and be in a strong position than there’s no
reason we can’t be challenging for the top five in the
title hunt.

I have to admit that you surprised me last year
because when you came to MotoGP I didn’t expect
you to be able to mix it at the front?
Yeah and a lot of people didn’t. In all honesty in my
first year…I didn’t and I was ready to go back to World
Superbike. I have always said that if someone had
have offered me a WSBK ride there and then at one
point in the year I would have gone back.

Was that the crash at Silverstone?
It wasn’t at that point but I had quite a lot to learn

and I wanted to learn it too fast. I was battling with
riders that I thought were rubbish and they’re not
rubbish, they’re incredibly talented. I’m not saying
that they’re no good but just that they were riding
around at the back. When I came here I had a shock
as to how good they actually are. When I came here I
also had a big shock when Checa did a wild card and
was nearly lapped even though he was leading the
WSBK championship at the time that year and I just
thought that ‘yeah, it’s going to be tough.’ But things
change and obviously I learned the bike and the tyres
more. Now is so much easier than when I came
because they changed the tyres. Now the tyres are
fine but when I arrived they were horrendous and to
learn them you had to be on them a few years to get
it. It’s just the way that the bikes work and it was
completely different to what I was used to. We went
to ten new tracks and I expected to win at every one
of them and it doesn’t happen.

Last year you were always saying that you expected
Marc to come and, pretty much, do what he has done
this year?
Yeah, nobody else believed me. They all thought that
he’d crash and not be as fast. I said it was possible for
him to win the title because the bike that he was
riding last year [the Suter] is not anywhere near as

Interview: Cal Crutchlow
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“Jorge you can never compare yourself to
because he is just too special”

{Words & Images Stephen English 
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good as what else is out there and he was incredibly
fast. You only see one of the Marc Marquez’ come
along every 15 years and the one before that was
Valentino. It’s as simple as that. He’s fast and he’s
tough to beat. It’s funny I notice things about people
and what they do. Marc was the same in 125s and
Moto2; he’s like a cat-he can save anything and he
always lands on his feet. Look at Mugello, no one else
would have thought to have leaned the bike over put
the bike between himself and the wall. He’s just
clever. He’s just like when you drop a cat and it always
lands on its feet it’s like that and it’s f*cking unbeliev-
able. But that’s his forte and he’s so clever. I
remember one guy at Showa when I worked with him
as a factory Honda rider in the UK in 2008 and I asked
him ‘who’s the best guy you ever worked with?’ and
he’s worked with Valentino, Colin and Max and lots of
guys at the Suzuka 8 Hours and different things and
the said Marc Marquez who was only 14 or 15 at the
time. He said he was by far and he gives the best
feedback.

From your perspective where do you see yourself in
relation to Marc, Valentino or Jorge?
I don’t think you can look at Marc because we all
know that he’s fast and we all know that he could
potentially challenge for the title this year, and next 
year and the year after.

So in relation to the other Yamaha riders?
Jorge you can never compare yourself to because he is
just too special. How he rides this bike no one else

can do. What he does with it no one else can do. There
was me, Ben, Colin, Valentino and Brad and we all
cannot do the same stuff that he does on the bike
and he gets around the track fastest. When we do try
and do it we crash. If we get his lean angle in one
corner over the whole weekend we crash. But he does
it every single lap and every single corner but we just
don’t know how. It’s not about machinery, it’s really
not, but as a rider you need to know that in your head
because if you start thinking that “he’s on better stuff
and he’s on this or that” and you haven’t got it that’s
when you start to go slow. That’s when you have to
take your own riding style and you have to make it
work with what you’ve got. Our bikes are not the
factory bike but the difference in some area I know is
not the difference between me and Jorge riding dif-
ferently; it’s him. But some other riders in different
teams if they can’t get their head around that they
just think that it’s something different but it’s not it’s
just the way he rides. For Valentino we’re close on
track. If we overlay our data there’s never any differ-
ence. It’s the funniest thing that I’ve seen in my life. If
I look at the lines with all the data I probably couldn’t
tell if it was me or Valentino. I know my own brake
shapes, I know what I do into a corner, I know when I
downshift but if they just put his on the screen I’d
probably think it’s me and with everybody else you
can always see a difference. In all honesty we also go
round the track at the same speed.
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