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How have you spent your winter Dani?
I’ve been able to unwind. I was able to rest and have some fun. 
This winter I have been windsurfing, which is one of my favourite 
hobbies. I relaxed for a while, I had a change of scenery and then 
started fitness training.
 
The second half of last year you obviously suffered some bad 
injuries, are you 100% fit now?
Well the testing went well. Logically I’m tired because I’ve ridden 
many laps and it was very hot, but overall I’m very happy with my 
fitness. Now that we begin to get more time on the bike, we will go 
better.
 
Repsol and Honda celebrated 20 years together recently with a col-
lection of their title winning bikes. How do you feel about being a 
part of this history?
“Obviously this is something really special and I’m lucky to have been 
a part of it. A relationship for 20 years is something that you don’t 
see too often and I, personally, really like this aspect”
 
What are the main areas you’ve focussed on improving this winter?
Last year I lacked grip on the rear and suffered a lot because of this. 
I improved other aspects to try to compensate for that. We always 
suffer the most when it comes to getting traction out of the corners 
and everything we improve with that will be positive. It’s something 
we’ve worked on at this test and we have made progress.
 

At Sepang one you had some scares under braking into turn four, 
what happened? How was the first test in general?
“The two are not linked, I had a front brake issue in Sepang but we 
know what the problem was. I was able to progress quite a lot. Over 
the first two days I did not start with the best feeling, but we have 
improved. As I said, we have slightly increased the rear grip, but I 
have also made good progress especially with my feel of the bike’’.
 
With 20 litres of fuel for factory bikes this year do you expect any 
major challenges for fuel economy for Honda?
“No, I don’t think this will be an issue. Honda are good in this area”
 
Do you like how the new tyres work?
We have to see how they respond at other circuits, but the truth is 
that both the soft and hard can be used now, whereas last season 
you could only use the soft compound. The previous hard tyre had no 
grip, so in this sense things have also gone well.

At the next test will a race simulation be your main priority?
No, not the priority. Clearly it will be one of the important things, but 
not the most important. On Thursday we did a lot of laps with worn 
tyres 60 laps with only two so we have experience with used tyres 
now.  At the next test I want to prepare the bike as well as we can 
before heading to Phillip Island.

What will you change when you come back here to Sepang?
Right now there are not many things. We have a good feeling, so we 
have to keep working and see if we can finish the second test well, to 
then go to Phillip Island happy.

Ready To Roll
“A relationship for 20 years is something that you 

don’t see too often in MotoGP”
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