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Casey Stoner fought through the pain barrier to lead 
home his teammate, Dani Pedrosa, in a Repsol Honda 
one-two at the Dutch TT.
The Australian suffered a heavy crash during the The Australian suffered a heavy crash during the 
opening day of practice that left him struggling with 
injuries for the rest of the weekend. In fact his pain 
was so great that Stoner admitted after the race that, 
“it was hard to get out of bed this morning and find 
the motivation to swing my leg over the bike.”
Stoner arrived in Holland trailing Jorge Lorenzo by Stoner arrived in Holland trailing Jorge Lorenzo by 
25 points in the championship standings.
However the Spaniard was a helpless victim of Alvaro 
Bautista’s crash at the first corner.
Bautista left his braking too late off the starting grid 
and lost the front end.
His crash also took out the unwary Lorenzo. Bautista His crash also took out the unwary Lorenzo. Bautista 
was given a penalty for this weekend’s German Grand 
Prix with the Gresini rider forced to start from the 
back of the grid.
Rivals criticise Bautista for causing accident
Speaking after the race Andrea Dovizioso, who would 
go on to finish third, commented on the accident.
“It [the accident] was behind me but really close so I “It [the accident] was behind me but really close so I 
saw how late he braked,” said the Italian. “He made 
a mistake with where he braked. I don’t think Alvaro 
is a dangerous rider so a penalty would be too much 
so maybe a warning.”
Penalising Bautista is quite severe given that the Penalising Bautista is quite severe given that the 
Spaniard has, by and large, an exemplary record as a 
clean rider.
Given that the incident occurred at the first corner, 
where riders have no reference points for braking, 
Bautista can feel aggrieved about the penalty.
For Lorenzo it was the second year in a row at Assen For Lorenzo it was the second year in a row at Assen 
that he crashed as a result of a Gresini riders accident 
and the Spaniard trudged through the gravel trap 
clearly incensed with his compatriot.
With Lorenzo out of the picture it opened the door for 
a day of dominance by Repsol Honda with Pedrosa 
taking the early lead.
The diminutive Spaniard made a trademark fast start The diminutive Spaniard made a trademark fast start 
and led into the first corner from Stoner, Ben Spies, 
Stefan Bradl and Andrea Dovizioso.
Bradl, enjoying a very promising rookie season, made Bradl, enjoying a very promising rookie season, made 
an uncharacteristic mistake and crashed on the 
second lap leaving Spies and Dovizioso to fight for the 
final step of the podium with the race leaders already 
out of sight.

Tyres and fitness played their role
The battle between Spies and Dovizioso was thrilling The battle between Spies and Dovizioso was thrilling 
with both riders on the limit throughout the 24 lap 
race. Unfortunately for Spies however his race was set 
to be decided by tyres.
Just as in Silverstone the American suffered severe Just as in Silverstone the American suffered severe 
tyre wear in the closing stages and his pace dropped 
leaving Dovizioso free to claim his second podium of 
the season.
Spies was not the only rider hobbled by tyre woes with 
Valentino Rossi suffering yet another miserable week-
end.
The nine times world champion was forced to make a 
pitstop for a fresh rear tyre and this relegated him to 
the back of the field.
His fellow Ducati rider, Hector Barbera, showed His fellow Ducati rider, Hector Barbera, showed 
promising pace in the opening stages before losing 
pace in the second half of the race. He appeared to 
have little confidence under braking so he too may 
have suffered tyre issues.
At the front of the field however the Repsol Honda’s At the front of the field however the Repsol Honda’s 
were able to maintain constant pace with Stoner later 
admitting that he was not on the limit so as to ensure 
that his tyre was fresh in the closing stages.
Of bigger concern than the state of his tyres was his 
own physical state.
In the final ten laps the Australian could feel himself In the final ten laps the Australian could feel himself 
tiring as a result of his injuries and he knew that it was 
crucial to get to the front.
“I could feel my energy starting to go but I saw Dani 
was struggling also and I went past and opened a 
small gap,” commented Stoner after the race.
He made his move with five laps remaining. After the He made his move with five laps remaining. After the 
race Pedrosa admitted that he made the mistake be-
cause he was tiring in the closing stages.
With so little energy that he was struggling to turn the 
bike there was little that he could do to defend the 

move.
Stoner moved to the front and opened a small 
but comfortable gap to Pedrosa leaving him to 
take his third victory of the season and move 
joint top of the championship standings.
With the German round taking place this weekWith the German round taking place this week-
end there is precious little time for Stoner to re-
cover fully from his injuries but with the mo-
mentum now shifting his way he is confident of 
another strong performance at the Sachsenring.
Marquez and Vinales extend leads

In the Moto2 race Marc Marquez and Andrea 
Iannone served up a classic with Marquez taking 
the lead in the final lap after stalking Iannone 
throughout the race.
The race opened with championship contenders The race opened with championship contenders 
Thomas Luthi and Pol Espargaro both crashing 
out and thus opening the door for Marquez to 
easily extend what had been a six point champi-
onship lead over Espargaro.
In the early stages Iannone opened what ap-
peared to be a comfortable lead before Marquez 
gradually reeled him in. With five laps remain-
ing he was hot on the heels of Iannone but he 
had to wait until the final lap to take the lead.
Entering the first corner, a medium speed right 
hander, Marquez showed incredible bravery and 
precision to ride around the outside of his Ital-
ian rival.
Iannone tried to move back to the front but it 
was in vein and Marquez was able to register his 
20th career victory. Iannone is now second in 
the championship.
In Moto3 Maverick Vinales was victorious ahead 
of Sandro Cortese, Danny Kent and Luis Salom.
The trio had a photo finish with less than one The trio had a photo finish with less than one 
hundredth of a second separating them at the 
end of the race.

The Dutch TT gossip....
Chatter issues continue to plague Stoner
Chatter and front end instability continue to Chatter and front end instability continue to 
plague Casey Stoner with the Australian strug-
gling with the issues during his victory in Assen.
Since the introduction of the new construction 
Bridgestone front tyre the reigning world cham-
pion has been scathing in his criticism of the 
tyre. Following his victory Stoner commented on 
his continuing issues.
“I’m still not impressed at all with the front tyre 
and I don’t think I will be throughout the whole 
season,” commented Stoner. “But everyone is 
now on the same tyre so we have to try and 
find some way to make it work.”
When asked after the race if the team had made When asked after the race if the team had made 
progress with their chatter issue Stoner pointed 
to improvements with the rear end but admitted 
that a front end solution continues to evade his 
Repsol Honda squad.
“In the last race [at Silverstone] we reduced the “In the last race [at Silverstone] we reduced the 
rear chatter but we still haven’t fixed it. We still 
haven’t fixed the front either. We made a small 
step before the race that improved the front 
chatter slightly but for me the front tyre still 
has no stability. When you go in and brake 
hard it wants to fold or chatter.”
Stoner’s victory saw him level the championship Stoner’s victory saw him level the championship 
standings with Jorge Lorenzo.
Mature Pedrosa learning from his past 

mistakes
Having spent the last six years racing at the Having spent the last six years racing at the 
front of the MotoGP field but unable to chal-
lenge for a title Dani Pedrosa realises that claim-
ing consistent points is crucial to battle for the 
title this year.
Pedrosa has is third in the championship, 19 
points behind Jorge Lorenzo and Casey Stoner, 
and has been exceptionally consistent so far in 
2012. Having finished on the podium in all but 
one race Pedrosa has found the consistency that 
he needs but to win the championship he needs 
to win races soon.
“Basically in the championship you need to ob“Basically in the championship you need to ob-
viously win races but you also need to finish 
races,” commented Pedrosa. “In the past I think 

my mistake was that I always missed two or 
three races per year. I try to win but also I try 
to stay on the bike and be on the grid every 
weekend.”
The next MotoGP race is at the Sachsenring in-
Germany, where Pedrosa has been victorious 
the last two years.

Pedrosa tired in closing stages of race
Following his second place finish in Assen Dani 
Pedrosa commented that he was physically 
weakened in the closing stages of the race.
The Repsol Honda rider led for two thirds disThe Repsol Honda rider led for two thirds dis-
tance before being passed by his teammate, 
Casey Stoner. Speaking after the race Pedrosa 
admitted that in the closing stages he had little 
left to give.
“I tried to push my best every lap but I didn’t 
realise until maybe ten laps to go that I used 
all my energy,” said the triple world          
champion. “Towards the end I couldn’t really 
change the direction of the bike and end the 
bike became very heavy.  I believe that Casey 
saw me getting lazy on the bike.”
With Pedrosa unable to ride on the limit it With Pedrosa unable to ride on the limit it 
opened the door for Stoner to move into the 
lead and claim the victory.
“In the last laps I tried to follow him and went 
to change direction and I couldn’t change to 
the left. I made a couple of mistakes and lost a 
lot of ground.”
Tactics cost Pedrosa dearly in AssenTactics cost Pedrosa dearly in Assen

Dani Pedrosa led for long periods of the Dutch 
TT before losing the lead to Casey Stoner in the 
final third of the race.
The Spaniard showed great pace throughout the The Spaniard showed great pace throughout the 
race but ultimately was unable to hold off the 
challenge of his Repsol Honda teammate. 
Speaking after the race Pedrosa clearly felt that 
there was little more that he could have done to 
win the race.
“I’m not disappointed because I did my best.,” “I’m not disappointed because I did my best.,” 
said the Honda rider. “Perhaps I didn’t choose 
the right strategy and today made a small mis-
take by letting Casey follow me all the time. It 
looks like he is pulling the best races in the 
worst weekends!”
Dovizioso looks for more than podiums 

in coming races
After claiming his second podium finish of the 
season Andrea Dovizioso was focused upon 
closing the gap to the pace setters.
The Tech 3 rider enjoyed a hard fought race The Tech 3 rider enjoyed a hard fought race 
with Ben Spies for the final step on the rostrum 
but with satellite machinery the Italian has to 
ride on the limit to challenge tt the front.
“For us it is really important that I managed to “For us it is really important that I managed to 
make the podium,” commented Dovizioso. “It’s 
really difficult but we made a good job. In the 
practice I was around 6,7,8 but not so far from 
the fastest [in time] and we worked a lot for 
the race. Unfortunatley in the race my feeling 

with the front wasn’t the same as in practice so 
my laptimes were slower.”
The Italian has adapted well to the demands of 
the Yamaha M1 following three years on Honda 
MotoGP machinery has high hopes for the rest 
of the season.
“Im happy to be in third and be back on the “Im happy to be in third and be back on the 
podium but we can do better; we can be a little 
faster and be closer. This is our target.”

Dovizioso thrilled by Spies fight
Andrea Dovizioso battled throughout the Dutch 
TT with Ben Spies before finishing on the 
podium in third.
The Tech3 Yamaha rider fought with his his facThe Tech3 Yamaha rider fought with his his fac-
tory counterpart throughout the 24 lap race 
before battling past in the closing laps. The 
result allowed Dovizioso to remain fifth in the 
championship standings as he continues to 
cement his strong start to the campaign.
“The battle with Ben was really beautiful be-
cause when I made a mistake he pushed really 
hard,” said the Italian.
I made one 1m34s lap, so it was very fast, I 
have to improve and be able to do that laptime 
in the beginning of the race but my feeling of 
the bike wasn’t give enough to push 100% like 
in some other races. So the battle was good.”
“He [Spies] had bad luck with the rear tyre, “He [Spies] had bad luck with the rear tyre, 
just like Valentino [Rossi]. I don’t understand if 
it’s because they are sliding more or if there 
was some [error] with their tyres.”
Luck turns for Stoner and he slams 

Cortese’s riding
Casey Stoner slammed Sandro Cortese’s riding Casey Stoner slammed Sandro Cortese’s riding 
in today’s Moto3 race at Assen.
The reigning MotoGP world champion tweeted 
his disgust just after Cortese made contact with 
his Ajo Motorsport teammate, Danny Kent:
“Cortese needs to have more than a slap on the “Cortese needs to have more than a slap on the 
wrist for his riding in this race,” tweeted 
Stoner. “He’s going to cause a huge crash if he 
doesn’t stop it.Kentrode a really nice race and 
deserved more than he got, maybe he shouldn’t 
be so nice to Cortese next time.”
After a difficult start to his campaignKentwas After a difficult start to his campaignKentwas 
battling for the race win when he clashed with 
his teammate and ultimately could only finish 
third after a photo finish with Cortese and Luis 
Salom.
The result marked the first podium ofKent’s The result marked the first podium ofKent’s 
Grand Prix career but after winning the 
MotoGP race Stoner still had the earlier inci-
dent on his mind.
“There’s tough riding and there’s hard riding 
but you have to give racing room,” said Stoner. 
“If somebody hits someone else at that speed 
and they come and hit a wall and something 
really bad could have happened to Danny 
today. I think he needs to be spoken to and told 
to just give a couple more inches otherwise 
something needs to be done.”something needs to be done.”

Stoner takes advantage of Lorenzo misfortune
Formula 1 Round 7 Dutch TT

After Jorge Lorenzo’s opening lap crash the Dutch TT became a Repsol Honda benefit with Dani Pedrosa leading the early stages before Casey Stoner came through to win at Assen


