
The domination exhibited by Casey Stoner 
throughout 2011 was capped off by a stunning 
final race of the season that saw the Australian 
claim the tenth victory of a season in which he 
has  dominated from start to finish.
Stoner converted his record equalling twelfth Stoner converted his record equalling twelfth 
pole position of the season into an early lead 
with the world champion ahead of a chaotic first 
corner that saw Alvaro Bautista clash with 
Andrea Dovizioso just before the braking zone. 
Bautista lost control of his Suzuki and locked up 
the front tyre which then folded with the former 
125cc world champion powerless to avoid    125cc world champion powerless to avoid    
crashing.
Unfortunately for Bautista and the bumper 
Spanish crowd the Suzuki fell into the path of 
Valentino Rossi's Ducati and set up a chain      
reaction that saw Randy de Puniet and Nicky 
Hayden also removed from proceedings at the 
first corner. The trio of Ducatis had looked    
competitive in the changeable conditions 
throughout the weekend and were primed for a throughout the weekend and were primed for a 
strong result but alas a disappointing season for 
the Bologna manufacturer ended with their 
leading riders in the turn one gravel trap.
Hondas dominant season though showed no 
signs of slowing down with Stoner leading the 
way from teammates Dani Pedrosa and      
Dovizioso in the early stages with Yamaha rider 
Ben Spies in close quarters in the early stages of 
the race.
The main action on track was focused on the The main action on track was focused on the 
battle for second such was the commanding lead 
that Stoner opened up in the early laps.      
Dovizioso was eager to finish ahead of Pedrosa 
to claim third place in the final championship 
standings and leave his Honda career with the 
number three plate for next season. The Italian, 

The Italian, who won his only world title aboard 
a 125cc Honda in 2004, has had a mixed season 
but he was in fine form throughout this week-
end and was more willing to take risks in the 
mixed conditions that blighted this race.
Dovizioso and Pedrosa traded places for the 
majority of the race but when rain started to fall 
in the final five laps of the season it was clear 
that Pedrosa was not willing to risk injury in a 
bid to finish on the podium. Pedrosa missed 
three races earlier in the year as a result of       
injuries and as a result it was understandable 
that the triple world champion was not as       that the triple world champion was not as       
determined as Dovizioso to finish the season 
third in the standings.
Pedrosa started to fall back from the leaders 
and into the path of what had been the battle 
for fifth that was raging between rookies Cal 
Crutchlow and Karel Abraham. The pair moved 
past the Repsol Honda rider on the penultimate 
lap and Cructchlow would eventually find a way 
past Abraham on the last lap after the Czech 
rider crashed into the gravel half a lap from the rider crashed into the gravel half a lap from the 
finish line. Abraham remounted and finished 
eighth behind replacement riders Katsuyuki 
Nakasuga and Josh Hayes.
Loris Capirossi brought the curtain down on his 
illustrious career with a ninth place finish. The 
Italian a former 125cc and 250cc title winner 
and MotoGP racer winner struggled with         
injuries over the course of 2011 but the Italian, 
racing with the number 58 in honour of Simon-
celli, fought to the flag having tried in vein to 
catch Crutchlow and Abraham for much of the catch Crutchlow and Abraham for much of the 
race.
With rain falling harder in the closing stages 
Stoner lost a lot of time and fell back towards 
Dovizioso and Spies and the final three laps saw 
Spies find a way past both Repsol Hondas and 

look well placed to take his second victory of 
his MotoGP career. Entering the final lap 
Spies had a one second advantage over his 
pursuers.
Looking calm and serene Spies looked to be Looking calm and serene Spies looked to be 
showing the maturity expected of a former 
World Superbike champion but coming out 
of the final corner he lost drive and Stoner 
stormed past on the run to the finish line to 
take a thrilling victory by just 0.015s. The 
success was fitting for Stoner who has utterly 
dominated the 800cc era of MotoGP but was dominated the 800cc era of MotoGP but was 
hard to take for Spies and his Yamaha team.
“We made up a bunch of ground to Casey,” 
said the America. “But once we got ahead it 
was hard to understand how slick the track 
was because nobody was in front of us. We 
just tried to be careful on the last lap because 
I didnt want to throw the thing down once it 
started to rain quite heavily and Casey took a 
few more risks than me on the last lap and few more risks than me on the last lap and 
had a bit more motor down the front 
straightaway.”
With Stoner's success another season is 
brought to a close but already the riders and 
teams are focusing on 2012 with testing set 
to get underway today.

Stoner pips Spies at the line
MotoGP Grand Prix de Valencia

Tragedy to triumph for Gresini
Michelle Pirro took an emotional first Grand Prix victory of his 
career just two weeks after the death of his teammate Marco     
Simoncelli in the Malaysian Grand Prix.
The Italian converted pole position and was only headed in the The Italian converted pole position and was only headed in the 
race by his teammate Yuki Takahashi who opened a commanding 
lead before suffering a massive high side after touching a white 
line in the damp conditions. From that point onwards Pirro   
consolidated his race lead into a comfortable 2s advantage over 
his pursurers, led by Yonny Hernandez, Mika Kallio and          
Dominique Aegerter.
The race was run in exceptionally difficult conditions with rain The race was run in exceptionally difficult conditions with rain 
intermittently falling throughout but with riders on slick tyres 
there was numerous crashes with Bradley Smith and Scott      
Redding both crashing out of the lead group in the early stages of 
proceedings. Another casualty was the 2011 Moto2 world        
champion, Stefan Bradl. The German suffered from the           
conditions but with his only championship rival, Marc Marquez, 
unable to start the race due to injury Bradl was not too concerned unable to start the race due to injury Bradl was not too concerned 
after his crash as he celebrated the crowning of his championship 
success afterwards.
Even so the only story that mattered from this race was the     
success of Gresini and the fitting tribute that the team put on for 
their fallen superstar. 
When Pirro crossed the line it was mirror image of  Welkom 
2003 and once again this victory will play an important role in 
the squad moving forward from the death of their rider.

In a class that has been historically dominated by Spaniards it was very fitting that 
a Spaniard, Nico Terol, clinched the final 125cc championship in history while his 
16 year old compatriot Maverick Vinales took the final race win of the venerable 
class.
Terol came to Valencia with a commanding 20 point championship lead over Terol came to Valencia with a commanding 20 point championship lead over 
Johann Zarco but when the Frenchman crashed on the third lap the championship 
was secured for Terol and he could simply enjoy the final 21 laps of the race. 
Throughout the weekend Terol looked nervous on the bike and in the paddock but 
once the title was secured the 23 year old settled down and started to slice through 
the field from ninth position to take the lead before half distance.
The battle for the victory came down to a straight fight between Terol, Vinales and The battle for the victory came down to a straight fight between Terol, Vinales and 
Hector Faubel. The trio of Spaniards put on a superb show and battled hard until 
the final stages of the race but with rain falling it was rookie rider Vinales who 
proved to be the bravest and the Blusens rider started to open a gap over his pur-
suers so that on the final lap he held a comfortable 2.5s lead over Terol, more than 
enough to cruise to the finish line for the fourth victory of his stunning debut 
season at the Grand Prix level.
The day however belonged to Terol who started the season as the firm favourite to 
take the world title but with Zarco in fine form throughout 2011 and Vinales sur-
prising everyone with the ease with which he adapted to racing at this level this 
was not as easy a championship success as Terol's eventual 40 point victory margin 
would suggest.
The Valencia native was forced to work hard to take his first title but it was very  
fitting that he finally took his first championship success in front of his home town 
crowd. Terol came into Grand Prix racing as a highly regarded Spanish champion 
but took some time to adapt to the highest level of racing but once he took his first 
victory, in the 2008 Indianapolis Grand Prix, Terol has hardly looked back.
Last year he finished championship runner up to Marc Marquez, after ironically Last year he finished championship runner up to Marc Marquez, after ironically 
losing the title battle at the final race of the season in Valencia, but it will surely 
have made winning the title this year all the sweeter. Terol is still to confirm his 
plans for 2012 but it is expected that the final ever 125cc champion will remain in 
the smallest class and compete in the new Moto3 class next season with the 
number one plate as reigning world champion.
He will once again fight with Vinales and Zarco for the championship but with new He will once again fight with Vinales and Zarco for the championship but with new 
engine and chassis regulations coming into force there are many questions that 
will be asked over the course of the winter and a lot of work for this trio of riders to 
do to maintain their competitive advantage from this season over the likes of 
Sandro Cortese, Danny Kent, Louis Salom and any number of riders in the new 
class.

Vinales wins as
Terol claims title


