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ATHLETICS Club Round-Up

Dunleer AC gear up 
for four mile race
Dun Dealgan
DUN Dealgan AC’s Tawan Wan-
namahin and Samuel Fasan travelled 
to the National Track and Field 
Championships at Tullamore recently 
to represent the club in the U18 
100m sprint, having qualified at the 
recent Leinster Championships. 

They competed against the top 
athletes in their age groups from the 
other Provincial Championships and 
acquitted themselves well. 

Samuel was third in his heat and 
qualified for the final, in which he 
subsequently came home in sixth 
place. This was a great result for him 
and for the club, in their first National 
Chgampionship for many years. 

Tawan produced a great effort in 
his heat but missed out for a place 
in the final. Well done to both. The 
club return to Tullamore for the third 
day of the Championships at the end 
of July.

Training continues every 
Wednesday night for age seven 
upwards at the Marist Grounds 
from 6.45pm-8pm. New members 
welcome.

St Peter’s AC
THE athletes of Dromiskin-based St 
Peter’s AC will be busy on the  com-
petitive front once again during the 
coming week. 

Tonight (Tuesday)  sees the staging 
of the Louth Junior, Senior and 
Masters’  Championships at the Bush 
track, in which all the club’s athletes 
from  the Under 17 age group 
upwards are eligible to compete.

Bush will also  be the venue for 
the next round of the Louth Juvenile 
Summer League  next Tuesday night 
(July 31), in which all the club’s 

athletes from  the Under 9 to Under 
19 age groups inclusive are eligible to 
compete.  The action at the Cooley 
venue will get underway at 6:30 p.m. 
on both  nights.

Sandwiched between these two 
local events is the second weekend 
of the  Irish Juvenile Championships 

in Tullamore on Saturday and Sunday 
next.  

Those who have qualified to 
compete include Conor Durnin 
(Under 17  inter-county 4x100m), 
Aaron Finley (Under 19 Shot Putt), 
Chloe Finley  (Under 15 200m 
and inter-county 4x100m), Daniel 

Finley (Under 17 Shot  Putt, Javelin 
and inter-county 4x100m), Orlaith 
McMahon (Under 15  inter-county 
4x100m), Emily Rogers (Under 
19 High Jump) and Mark  Rogers 
(Under 17 Shot Putt and inter-county 
4x100m).

THE Dunleer AC Four Mile Road Race takes place on Sunday August 12 at 3pm. Registration on www.
runireland.com or on the day at Dunleer Pavillion. Entry fee €15. Pictured at the launch are Eugene 
Burns, Ciara O’Brien, Leah Carrie, David Carrie, Catherine McKiernan and Kevin Matthews.

ATHLETICS Bellurgan United FC One Mile Road Race

Dunleer star finishes in second place
THE Bellurgan FC/St Peter’s AC 
One Mile Road Race Challenge 
took place on Friday July 20 with 
Martin Quinn of Dunleer AC 
splitting the Costello Brothers 
from Star of the Sea in a time of 
4:43.

Colin Costello won in a very 
fast 4:43, with Martin 2nd in 4:44, 
with Cormac Costello finishing in 
4:50. Gary Cambell from Dunleer 
U15s had a great run in 4:53.

First Over 40 male was Brian 
Lynch of NER in a time of 4:56, 
with 2nd Over 40 Gerry Kenny 
in 5:25 with Brian Lynch 6:16. In 
the Ladies Over 40, Anne McKee 
ran an impressive 6:19 with 
Bernadette Muckian close at her 
heels with 6:22.

The One Mile Run took place 
along a straight flat course from 
Fitzpatrick’s Restaurant to Flynn 
Park, the Bellurgan United FC 
grounds.

A big thank you to Jim Gonnelly 
of North East Runners for 
accurately measuring the course 
and to Ruairi from Chip It for 
the timing. A big thank you also 
to the race sponsors - Bradleys 
Pharmacy in Carlingford, QME 
mining equipment, Patrick 
Hanlon, Bellurgan Presision, 
Andrew Donnelly, Hyundai 
Ireland and Peter Doran Motors, 
Ballymascanlon House hotel, 
Fitzpatrick’s Bar and Restaurant 
and to Aidan Stewart for his 
wonderful Photos and Pat Duffy 
Lead Car Driver.

Profits from the night will be 

used for the benefit of Bellurgan 
United. This progressive football 
club was established in 1936 and 
currently has in excess of 300 
members aged from six to adults. 

The club activities include 
a summer programme for six 
to nine-year-olds. During the 
soccer season, which runs from 

September to May, the club field’s 
17 teams catering for 10-year-
olds up to seniors. 

The underage teams play in 
the Dundalk Schoolboys’ League, 
while two senior teams play in 
the Meath  and District League.

The club is always seeking to 

raise additional funds to help 
with the upkeep of the excellent 
facilities at Flynn Park and to ease 
the financial pressure of running 
so many teams which provide a 
popular sporting outlet for young 
people from throughout the 
Cooley peninsula

The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Rules storm hits Red Bull in Germany
ON Sunday morning Red Bull Racing were at the centre of 
another regulation furore after the FIA, the governing body 
of motorsport, declared that the team had been using an 
engine map that mimics traction control.

The FIA technical delegate, Jo Bauer, referred the Red Bull 
software to the race stewards and said that the “it became 
apparent that the maximum torque output of both engines 
is significantly less in the mid rpm range than previously 
seen at other events. Furthermore this new torque map will 
artificially alter the aerodynamic characteristics of both cars.”

The matter was then discussed at length by the stewards 
before the start of the German Grand Prix but the panel found 
that both Sebastian Vettel and Mark Webber could start 
the race without penalty. The stewards met with technical 
representatives from Red Bull and while they admitted to not 
accepting Red Bull’s reasoning for the software they could 
not confirm that regulations had been broken.

The statement released by the stewards on the issue 
which stated that, “While the stewards do not accept all the 
arguments of the team, they however conclude that as the 
regulation is written, the map presented does not breach the 
text of the Formula 1 Technical Regulations.”

It sounded very similar to a detective who while knowing 
that a crime had been committed had yet to amass enough 
evidence to punish the perpetrator. With only a week until 
the Hungarian Grand Prix in Budapest it is unlikely that this 
matter will be resolved by then either.

Regulation likely to be clarified
However it seems all but inevitable that either the 

regulation will be clarified or Red Bull will be investigated 
further by the FIA in the near future. 

The regulations that Red Bull were accused of contravening 
related to a new for 2012 rule that was brought in to ensure 
that throttle position must be linear in relation to available 
torque from the engine.

If Red Bull found a way to ensure that this relationship was 
non-linear they would have established a traction control 
system that would allow both of their drivers to open their 
throttle more than rivals while not suffering from a loss of 
traction and spinning the rear wheels.

The system would offer Red Bull a significant advantage 
in slow and medium speed corners with their drivers able to 
attack corner exits more aggressively than rivals. From the 
FIA statement it is clear that the stewards felt that there was 
little they could do at the scene to determine the full extent 
of the system but that there was doubts in their minds as 
to the arguments put forth by Red Bull and their engine 
supplier Renault.

However it is also clear that they feel that the Red Bull 
system is not within the “spirit of the regulations” and 
as a result the rules will need to be adjusted to avoid an 
issue such as this arising in the future and to remove a key 
advantage that Red Bull has found and exploited.

Red Bull can rightfully say that their system is within the 
regulations and legal to race but the regulations of Formula 
1 are much more fluid then other sports with the FIA 
constantly making changes to the text to ensure that teams 
are not “moving the goalposts” so to speak.

Adrian Newey, the technical chief of Red Bull, once 
famously said that “there is no spirit of the regulations, there 
are simply the regulations” but in the coming weeks another 
loophole will be closed to the teams.

It is unfortunate that, once again, when a team finds and 
exploits a loophole in the regulation that it will be rapidly 
closed but this example shows just how imaginative the 
engineers in Formula 1 are as they constantly look to find a 
performance advantage.

Post race penalty costs Vettel podium
On the track however Red Bull were also involved in a 

post race storm with Sebastian Vettel losing his second place 
finish after the stewards penalised the world champion for 
overtaking Jenson Button while outside the confines of the 
Hockenheim circuit.

The home crowd hero made his move with just over one 
lap remaining of the 67 lap race when he drove around the 
outside of Button at the hairpin. With the duo side by side 
through the apex of the corner Vettel accelerated hard and 
drove onto the exit kerbs and “grasscrete” over and beyond 
the white lines that define the track.

The stewards declared that this was an illegal move to 
make and struck the Red Bull driver with a 20 second time 
penalty that dropped him to an eventual fifth place finish 
with Button moving up to second and Kimi Raikkonen 
rounding off the podium.

The race however was dominated by Fernando Alonso 
with the championship leader claiming his third win of the 
season and saw him extend his championship advantage to 
34 points over Mark Webber who could only finish eighth 
after a poor weekend.

Raikkonen’s fourth podium of the season elevated the 
2007 world champion to fourth in the standings as he 
continues to impress in his return to the sport. The Finnish 
star has readapted to life in single seater racing exceptionally 
well and at times has looked every inch the superstar that 
he was in the past.

The Lotus team consolidated their position in fourth in 
the constructors’ championship with the “iceman’s” podium 
finish and with Mercedes struggling to refind their early 
season form it is likely that the Enstone squad will finish the 
season in that position.

Halfway through the season it is still uncertain just how 
fast the Lotus is but with Raikkonen and Romain Grosjean 
consistently in contention it is still possible that Formula 1 
could see yet more race winners in the coming months.

Bellurgan Committee members Paddy Burton and Seamus Gre-
gory with St Peter’s AC’s Maria Duffy and Donna Waldron.


