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The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

A difficult week for Formula 1
It was a turbulent week for Formula 1 with the highs and lows of 
the sport once again coming sharply into focus.

the accident of Maria de Villota marked the lowest ebb that the 
sport can offer while Mark Webber’s stunning British Grand Prix 
victory illustrated the peaks that can be attained in Formula 1.

De Villota accident, during a simple aerodynamic testing session, 
showed that even the most mundane aspects of Formula 1 can 
be filled with the potential for danger. the Spaniard was at the 
Duxford airfield in England to perform her first testing duties for 
the Marussia squad.

In these straight line aerodynamic tests the objective is to do little 
more than simply allow for correlation of on-track performance and 
the results from wind tunnel testing. the driver will leave the pit 
awning and drive the car down a runway and back before switching 
off the engine and coasting back towards their mechanics.

After completing her first run of the morning de Villota was 
returning to the pits but suddenly lost control of her car and 
crashed into a team truck that was parked in close proximity to 
the awning.

the loading door of the truck was not in the upright position 
and with de Villota accelerating towards the truck it was incredibly 
unfortunate that the loading door was at head height for a 
single seater driver. When de Villota crashed into the truck, at 
approximately 40 mph, her head struck the door.

She was immediately knocked on conscious and it was later 
revealed that she had lost her right eye.

Cause yet to be confirmed
While Marussia are yet to announce the official cause of the 

accident there has been much speculation doing the rounds. the 
most common speculated cause of the accident has been that the 
anti-stall kicked in while de Villota was coasting towards the pits.

the anti stall is a software program installed on the ECU for the 
cars and it is primarily used at the start of a race to ensure that a 
driver cannot stall the engine.

the program has a set of parameters that it uses to check if 
the driver is looking to drive. Some of the parameters are things 
such as throttle opening percentage, checking to see if the clutch 
is engaged and countless other parameters.

For the anti-stall to initiate it is clear that some of these 
parameters have to have been met for the software to think that de 
Villota was looking to drive the car, rather than just coast towards 
the pitlane.

Maybe the Spaniard slowed down and was in first or second 
gear and flicked off the ignition switch and just the clutch to coast 
towards her mechanics. Or maybe she had her foot lightly resting 
on the accelerator with only a small throttle opening.

Either way if the anti-stall was the cause of the crash the 
software clearly had some reason for restarting the engine. If it 
started unexpectedly and de Villota had a small throttle opening 
the unwary Spaniard could have been taken by surprise and 
inexperienced with Formula 1 machinery she failed to react in time 
to avoid crashing with the truck. With the acceleration of a Formula 
1 car it wouldn’t take much for her to accelerate towards the scene 
of the accident.

It will be interesting to see if Marussia officially reveal the cause 
of the accident but it is likely that this was just an unfortunate 
incident where circumstances lead to a driver suffering severe 
injuries.

Can’t remove the dangers
De Villota was taken to a nearby hospital for surgery and was 

immediately listed in serious condition. She underwent surgery for a 
basilar skull fracture and the loss of her eye was announced a couple 
of days after the crash.

With de Villota still listed in a stable but serious condition the 
thoughts of the paddock were with her throughout the weekend but, 
as ever, in motorsport everyone knows the dangers that they take each 
time they cross the garage line and go racing.

In the past I have talked to drivers and riders about how they manage 
this danger and a lot of racing drivers have said that they understand 
the risks but the sport is so safe now that it takes an unfortunate 
accident for them to be badly hurt.

the likes motorcycle racers are much more in tune with the threat of 
injuries and in the past road racers such as John McGuiness, the Isle of 
Man tt lap record holder has said that every time he goes to the Island 
he likes to make sure that “the grass is cut and the bills are paid” so 
that if the worst happens he has everything in order.

Racers know the risks that they take every time that they strap 
on a helmet and that ultimately they might suffer a severe injury. 
the rewards, and addiction, of the adrenaline from driving the most 
extreme of machines draws people towards the sport but the danger 
is omnipresent.

thankfully de Villota has regained consciousness and it has been 
reported that she has talked with her family and apart from losing her 
eye it is expected that she will have no further complications.

Webber claims victory
At Silverstone Mark Webber claimed his second British Grand 

Prix success after a superb race long battle with Fernando Alonso.
the Australian used a superior strategy to close down a six 

second lead in the finals tint of the race and overtake his rival with 
just four laps to go. Armed with considerably more tyre grip Webber 
was able to put his car anywhere he wanted and was visibly faster 
than Alonso.

the Spaniard drove very defensively in the final stages but 
ultimately Webber’s extra grip was too much for Alonso and he 
had to settle for second. the respect that both drivers have for each 
other was clear as they battled side by side trusting that the other 
would not make a mistake.

the result sees Alonso continue to lead the championship with 
Webber, Sebastian Vettel and Lewis Hamilton chasing him.

GREYHOUND RACING Dundalk Stadium

SCHOOLS Realt Na Mara Awards

Captain of the winning Lunchtime League final Ben 
Kapinga receiving his award from Ms Mallon at the 
Realt Na Mara School awards day

Realt Na Mara Girls Athlete of the Year and Captain of the Lunchtime League 
winning team Claire Gaskin receiving her awards from Mr Pat McCann and Mr 
Phil McCaul at the school’s awards day

By Joe Carroll

Quail Hollow can make it rough 
for Boylesports International fav
The best-known 
greyhound in these 
islands over the past 
decade is in the line-up 
for this Thursday night’s 
Boylesports International 
at Dundalk Stadium, but 
it won’t come as a surprise 
if he is upstaged by the 
Cast leblayney-owned 
runner in the field.

It’s mostly been all about 
Milldean Panther over 
the past year or so. Since 
running his first race at 
Thurles, this exceptionally 
fast greyhound  has had his 
every outing monitored 
like no other. he built 
a marvellous winning 
sequence, the vast 
majority of his successes 
coming at Shelbourne.

The unbeaten run 
eventually came unstuck 
with two successive 
Shelbourne defeats. 
Since then, Milldean has 
recovered the winning 
touch, going through a 
Cork stake unbeaten – 
and his record now stands 
at 14 wins from sixteen 
outings.

Trained in Waterford by 
John O’Flynn, the son of 
College Causeway was out 
of action for two months, 
but on the Saturday before 
last showed his wellbeing 
by running a very fast 
trial at Shelbourne, and 
following with another 
at Dowdallshill last 
Thursday.

Milldean is without 
doubt the biggest 
attraction in the game 
today, and his presence 
should have Dowdallshill 
filled to capacity for a race 
that forms the centrepiece 
to the second half of a 
wonderful day’s sport at 
the venue, horse racing 
holding sway in the 
afternoon.

however, while 
Milldean is almost certain 
to go off favourite – he was 
given a 6/4 quote by the 
sponsors’ Leon Blanche 
immediately after the 
draw for places was made 
yesterday morning, this 
could be a race that goes 
to Monaghan. 

Kieran Lonergan is 
owner of Quail hollow, 
a dog that knows more 

about the circuit than any 
of the other contestants. 
A son of Girl With Guitar, 
who won many races 
times for Lonergan in her 
racing days, Quail hollow 
has come quickly through 
the ranks. 

he was winner of an A3 
competition at Dundalk 
early on in this season, 
and only a few weeks ago 
took a giant step up in 
class to win the prestigious 
Cox Cup at Newbridge, a 
victory that earned him a 
place in Thursday night’s 
line-up.

While four of his 
opponents, including 
Milldean Panther, came 
in with less than eye-
catching 550 clocks at last 
Thursday’s trial session, 
Quail hollow really 
burned up the 525 with a 
splendid 28.38. 

Also in the line-up is a 
pair from Dolores Ruth’s 
all-conquering Co Kildare 
kennel, last year’s Irish 
Derby winner, Razldazl 
George, included. 
‘Gorgeous George’, like 
his litter-brother Kingo, 
runs for a syndicate that 
includes Blackrock’s Billy 
Marks, and is beautifully 
housed in trap one, 
alongside another from 
John O’Flynn’s kennel, 
the Irish Oaks winner, 
Milldean Tally. The 
field was completed by 
Cabra Millie, who is a 
late replacement for the 
injured Shelbourne Geoff.

If Quail hollow can 
make to the opening 
corner in front, then he 
stands an outstanding 
chance of giving owner 
Lonergan his first win 
in the race and trainer, 
Francie Murray, his fourth. 
Razldazl George looks the 
danger, with Milldean 
Panther havinmg it all to 
do from the wide outside.

There are 12 races on 
the card, four Opens 
and seven finals - 
several of them with 
local runners included 
– providing backing for 
the International.  

The trap draw for the 
Boylesports International 
can be seen on the right.

Trap 1: razldazl George (Boylesports 7/2)
2011 Irish Derby champion. He’s failed 

to score since returning to action this year 
(8 races), but has been running very well in 
defeat against top class opposition. runner 
up in two major competitions at Shelbourne 
park this year (Easter Cup in april & Open 600 
in May, behind littermate Kingo). a consistent 
gutsy dog that will relish this galloping circuit. 
Hails from the in form Dolores ruth kennel 
which is a major plus in these big races. He’s 
won 14 of his 32 races & €138,000 in prize 
money.

 
Trap 2: Milldean Tally (Boylesports 12/1) 

Irish Oaks winner Jun 23 SpK. Gutsy lady 
who is seeking her seventh win in a row. 
Landed an a2 600yd sweepstake at Limerick 
before stepping up into open class company 
in the Irish Oaks at headquarters. She 
went through that competition unbeaten. 
This kennelmate of Milldean panther has 
determination, staying ability & plenty of early 
speed which makes her a leading contender 
for honours in the International. She’s won 11 
of her 18 races & has won over €27,000 in 
prize money to date.

 
Trap 3: Cabra Millie (Boylesports 9/1) 

Fast starting; early paced bitch. runner up 
to Milldean Tally in this year’s Irish Oaks (Jun 
23 Shelbourne park). She’s won 12 of her 18 
races to date & has won over €8,000 to date. 
Hails from this year’s runaway leading trainer 
Graham Holland. Graham leads the trainers 
table with 140 wins which is 57 wins ahead 
of his nearest rival (paul Hennessy).  

 
Trap 4: Quail Hollow (Boylesports 9/2) 

Westmeath trainer Francie Murray has had 
a great season this year (winning Cesarewitch 
& Longford Derby with Subway ruth & 
Cork Oaks with Smoke pixie). This boy went 

unbeaten through the lucrative Cox Cup at 
Newbridge. Quail Hollow has early pace in 
abundance & could prove a tough nut to 
crack if grabbing the early advantage here. 
He’s won 10 of his 21 races & €11,000 in 
prize money to date. all eggs in the trapping 
basket here!

 
Trap 5: Kingo (Boylesports 7/2)

Littermate/kennelmate of razldazl 
George. Defended his Open 600 crown at 
Headquarters in May (razldazl George 2nd). 
runner up in Irish Cesarewitch in 2011 
finishing second to Definite Opinion (winner 
of last years Boylesports.com International). a 
versatile dog that will also enjoy this circuit. 
He’ll be finishing with a rattle & will be a big 
danger if close up at half way. He’s won 19 
of his 36 races amassing €57,000 in prize 
money. Looks the kennels second string over 
this trip (prefers further). a lively outsider in 
this International.

 
Trap 6: Milldean panther (Boylesports 6/4)

Touted as the ‘arkle’ of the greyhound 
world after winning his first 12 career starts, 
including when he pulverised top class puppy 
opposition on Derby final night at Shelbourne 
last September. Came unstuck when runner 
up in Gold Cup at that venue in March. His 
invincible status took a knock in that Gold 
Cup final when he seemed to lack his usual 
classy sparkle. panther then went to Cork, 
where despite lacking early pace & clearly not 
striding out in his usual brilliant fashion he 
managed to win a minor open competition in 
a brilliant 28.24 clock. He’s been on the easy 
list since & is returning from a three month 
absence for the International. recent solid 
trials augur well, but he has a reputation to 
restore in the International & is a likely warm 
favourite for honours.   

Jim Martin (CEO of Dundalk Stadium), Leon Blanche (Head of PR, 
Boylesports) and Margaret Kavanagh (Racing Manager at Dun-
dalk Stadium) at the the Boylesports International Trap draw


