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WITH the Hollywood glitterati out in force at Monza it was
very fitting that Fernando Alonso would win the Italian Grand
Prix for Ferrari after a race that could not have been scripted
better for the Scuderia.

Alonso started the weekend knowing that only a win
would be sufficient to keep him in title contention. By
starting from pole position the Spaniard knew that he was in
prime position to breathe fresh life into his title hopes. At the
start Alonso found himself behind Jenson Button who made a
perfect getaway to lead into turn one.

While the field got through the first corner unscathed, at
the second chicane championship leader Lewis Hamilton
rashly tried to make his way past Felipe Massa’s Ferrari. The
pair made contact with one another and while Massa was
able to continue Hamilton’s race ended at the next corner in
a cloud of dust, the McLaren driver had damaged his steering
arm, but his misjudged overtaking manoeuvre could prove
very costly to his championship hopes.

McLaren are not expected to have the fastest car at the
majority of the remaining races and speaking after his
mistake it was clear that Hamilton knows this was a mistake
he could ill afford to make. The 2008 world champion was
startlingly honest after the race when he said, “It's not over,
but it is days like this, and mistakes like I made today, that
lose you world championships. I only have myself to blame."

Hamilton is perhaps the purest racer in Formula 1 and
while in recent months he has developed a new strength by
racing for the title but at Monza he made the mistake of
racing for the day. Championships are won by consistent
driving, especially with the new points scoring system in F1.

With Hamilton out of the race and Mark Webber
languishing in the midfield, the Australian would eventually
finish in sixth position, Alonso and Button battled it out at the
front of the field for the win. The pair came to Monza under
pressure to close the gap to Hamilton and stay in title
contention but both raced with the consistency and speed of
drivers racing with nothing to lose as they traded fastest laps
times during the opening stint of the race, gradually pulling
away from Felipe Massa in third position.

Button managed to stay in front of Alonso throughout for
the first 37 laps before making his solitary pit stop. With
Alonso released for an extra lap the Ferrari driver knew that
he needed to drive on the ragged edge to overtake Button.
The double world champion was more than up to the task
and came out of pitlane racing wheel to wheel with his
English rival, crucially though Alonso had the inside line and
was able to overtake Button and win the race.

WWiillll AAlloonnssoo’’ss eeaarrllyy sseeaassoonn mmiissttaakkeess pprroovvee ccoossttllyy??
IT has been a strange season for Alonso; the 2005 and 2006
world champion is generally regarded as the most complete
driver on the grid.

With a terrific blend of natural speed, flair and consistency
the 29 year old built up a fearsome reputation and he came
into the year expecting to challenge for a third world title. He
opened the season in perfect fashion by winning the opening
race of the season in Bahrain but made a string of
uncharacteristic mistakes during the opening races.

His spin in Australia cost him at least a podium, in China a
jump start likely cost him the same and in Monaco after
dominating the opening day of practice he crashed on
Saturday morning and the team couldn’t repair his car in
time for qualifying. Starting from the back of the grid he only
managed to finish sixth.

These lost points have all cost him dear but still he
remains in title contention. Speaking after the race Alonso
said that the “title will be won by whoever finishes on the
podium in the remaining five races.” The tifosi came out in
force at Monza and will surely be expectant of Alonso adding
his name to the roll call of Ferrari world champions but with
Red Bull expected to have the strongest car at the majority
of the remaining races, and Mark Webber leading the title
chase after Monza, Alonso’s spate of early season mistakes
have left him with an uphill battle in his attempt to win
another title. VViissiitt wwwwww..sstteepphheenneenngglliisshh..iiee ffoorr mmoorree..
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SOCCER WOODVIEW CELTIC REMEMBER LEE MYLES-LUCCHESI

Monza victory revitalises Alonso’s title hopes
By Gary McLaughlin

WOODVIEW Celtic are set to pay
tribute to the late Lee Myles
Lucchesi.

The club, which is on the up in
recent months, are set to hold a
massive tournament at DkIT
which will see over 30 teams
compete for prizes.

Tragedy struck seven years
ago at Navan Town's ground in
Athboy Road when ten-year-old
Lee lost his life in a tragic
accident.

Keen to pay tribute to Lee, the
club have organised the huge
competition, which will see 40 –
60 competitive games played in
one day.

Speaking to the Dundalk
Democrat, Woodview Celtic's
Kevin Magee said: “Woodview
have teams going into the
Dundalk Schoolboys League for
the first time this year, so we
decided to run this competition
in memory of Lee.”

There will be a plate and a
shield section for Under-8 and
Under-9 teams. So far, the
competition has attracted
interest from over 30 teams, with
teams from outside Louth
travelling down to participate in
it.

“We have teams from Meath
interested in coming down here.
It's going to be a fantastic day.
It's going to take a lot of

organisation, but the kids will
love it.

“This year, Woodview Under-
10s and Under-11s will enter the
schoolboys league. We also have
teams at Under-8 and Under-9
level so the club is on the up.

“It will be good experience for
the kids on the day and we are
inviting anyone who is interested
to come up to the event as it will
be a great occasion.”

Kevin, along with other
members, Damien McNally,
Vinny Rogers, Stephen Donnen,
David Farrell and Gareth Kenny
have spent weeks organising the
competition, which is set to take
place at DkIT on Saturday,
September 30.

“Before we did it, we asked
Lee's parents was it okay and
they were delighted.

“They are going to come up on
the day to present the trophies to
the winning teams.

“All proceeds from the day will
go towards the running of
Woodview's junior teams and
hopefully it will become an
annual event.”

Kevin also paid tribute to the
businesses who have helped out
the kids teams in these tough
times.

“Perfect Fit Alterations from
the Castletown Road have
sponsored the Under-10 team for
the coming season, so we have to
say a big thank you to them.”

Kevin also expressed a
massive thank you to Brendan
Carthy from Dundalk Institute of
Technology for the use of the
pitch.

Under-8 competitions start at

10.30am and Under-9s kick-off at
2pm.

If anyone else wants to
sponsor a team for the coming
season, then contact Kevin on
087-1261797.

Woodview set to remember
Lee with massive tournament

The late Lee Myles Lucchesi.

GREYHOUNDS IRISH DERBY FINAL ROUND-UP

By Joe Carroll

AS generally expected a Tyrur
won the Ladbrokes Irish Derby
final, but it wasn’t the better
fancied of the pair carrying the
most easily recognisable prefix
in greyhound racing that
prevailed.

Tyrur Big Mike was the
warm favourite, while 8/1 was
available about his litter-
comrade, Tyrur McGuigan.

The two were drawn
together, neither of them
seemingly particularly well
housed.

But to the delight of the Fahy
family in Glenamaddy, Co
Galway, they took charge of the
race from an early stage,
neither of them encountering
the anticipated trouble on the
run to the opening bend.

McGuigan, surprising all but

his connections, raced to a
comfortable win in a near
record time for a Derby final,
while Big Mike finished
runner-up. Remarkably, this
was the second one-two in an
Irish Derby final for the Fahys.

They had an original entry
of 19 in the premier Classic,
which carried a first prize of

120,000.
Krug Ninety Nine took third,

the same position he occupied
in the final of the English
Derby a couple of months ago.

Victory gives 22-year-old
Conor Fahy, a son of owner PJ,
the best possible start to his
training career.

The young man has only had
his licence a matter of months,
and now presides over one of
the country’s top
establishments.

Up until recently, nearly all

of the Fahy-owned greyhounds,
most of them homebred, were
trained by Paul Hennessy, who
was responsible for the first
Tyrur Derby clean sweep,
three years ago.

But now all the Tyrur
runners are being bred, fed,
reared and first raced in
Galway, and it would seem this
won’t be the last Derby to be
plundered by a very dedicated
team.

Local winners were thin on
the ground at Dowdallshill over
the weekend, just three, the
first of them coming on
Saturday night.

Paddy Kerr’s Quay Phanter
was engaged in a 550, and
enjoying a trouble-free
passage, the daughter of
Killahan Phanter won in fine
fashion, coming in four lengths
ahead of Endless Friends in

30.96.
Come Back King made up for

a recent narrow defeat by
taking the opening sprint on
Mondasy night. Colm Farrelly’s
runner was locked in battle
with Skip In Front for most of
the 400 trip before going on to
win by just under a length in
21.82.

The Nearys, Peter and David,
the latter best known to his
many friends as ‘Dot’, joined
forces with Pat Duffy, from
Haggardstown, to win a 525
with Scatter Brain later on in
the card.

Well supported in the
betting, the fawn bitch made a
fast break, and though
challenged all the way by
Lurriga Hardy always had the
look of a winner about her. She
won by almost two lengths in
29.30.

McGuigan delivers knock-out blow
to comrade in Irish Derby final


