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THE MotoGP paddock was left reeling by the death of Moto2
rider Shoya Tomizawa following a crash at the San Marino Grand
Prix.

During the opening stint an exciting battle for the lead
involved seven riders but on lap 12 Tomizawa lost control of his
Technomag Suter while running fourth and crashed directly in
front of Alex de Angelis and Scott Redding. The incident occurred
on the back straight where a series of right hand corners force
riders to lose as little speed as possible and carry momentum
from one apex to the next. While travelling at almost top speed
Tomizawa lost the front end of his bike as he braked and ran
slightly wide onto the artificial grass upon which he lost control
of his bike which spun violently back onto the race track after
touching the artificial grass. Tomizawa was thrown off his bike
and fell back onto the racing line.

Racing in such close proximity to his rivals at such speed
meant that the trailing riders, Alex de Angelis and Scott Redding,
had nowhere to go, and no chance of avoiding Tomizawa. Both
riders rode over the 19 year old Japanese rider before having
their own crashes. De Angelis suffered no injuries and Redding
was lucky to suffer only cuts to his back and bruising after he
was thrown into the air following the crash.

Tomizawa’s crash was an innocuous accident by itself but with
riders in such close proximity the dangers are clear for everyone
to see. While the crash in itself was impossible to avoid; what
happened afterwards evoked memories of darker days in racings
past.

Organiser’s need to examine the role of marshals
Following the crash millions of television viewer’s worldwide

saw the marshals man handle Scott Redding onto a stretcher,
one could only assume Tomizawa suffered a similar fate. When
riders are involved in a serious accident such as this it is
imperative that marshals do not move the rider for risk of
further injuries, until he is under complete medical supervision.
From the footage of the incident it is clear that this was not the
case.

To compound the errors of the marshals in moving riders so
quickly, the stretcher carrying the stricken Tomizawa was
dropped while ferrying the fatally injured rider through a gravel
trap to an ambulance. The doctors on the scene immediately
noted that the injuries were too severe to be treated at the
circuit’s medical facilities and transferred him to a local hospital
from where his death was announced.

Tomizawa, winner of the inaugural Moto2 race in Qatar,
entered the season as a relative unknown following years of
racing in Japanese championships and just a solitary year in
Grand Prix, spent running in the midfield in the 250cc class. But
the change to Moto2 gave him a chance to showcase his abilities.
Throughout pre season testing it was clear that Tomizawa was a
rider to keep an eye on but it was only when the season opened
in Qatar that he truly showcased his abilities by winning.

Tomizawa knew that it was now important to show that Qatar
was not a flash in the pan and that he was a true contender for
the title. At the next race, the Spanish Grand Prix at Jerez, he
qualified on pole position. This was another race where he left
his mark, where following a crash he had another strong showing
by finishing second and showed that he would be a challenger
throughout the season. This was the first death in a Grand Prix
since 2003 when Daijiro Kato, ironically another Japanese star,
died following a crash during the Japanese Grand Prix at Suzuka.
Since then track safety standards have improved but the use of
artificial grass surely needs to be looked at in the future. While
organisers can account for so much, freak accidents such as
Tomizawa’s can still occur. That this came just one week since 13
year old American rider Peter Lenz died during a support race
for the Indianapolis Grand Prix has surly compounded the need
for organisers to investigate further the standards expected of
circuits and marshals.

The reasons why motorsport is such a compelling experience
for fans and competitors are also the reasons why a tragedy like
this can occur. The motor racing family lost a son this weekend
and the land of the rising sun lost arguably its most promising
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MARTIAL ARTS MAS-F STUDENTS AT WOMMA 2010

STUDENTS at the Martial Arts
School of Fitness certainly did
their club proud at the recent
2010 WOMAA World Martial
Arts Games.

Nine junior members from the
club travelled to the competition
in Killarney, Co Kerry and came
back with 19 accolades, including
a overall grand champion award.

After the tiring drive down,
the weekend kicked off at 7pm
with Team Weapons which saw
17-year-old Sinead Kerr and
Monique Martin, 13, join forces to
combine and synchronise the
nun-chuku's and the Katana
sword.

The girls obtained the first
medal of the competition, taking
home a bronze medal.

Sinead went on then to
compete in the Individual
Weapons and Individual Forms
sections where she excelled in
her skill to secure a World
Games gold in both sections.
Sinead achieved this same result
when she competed in the World
Games in 2008, thus maintaining
her status among the best.

The continuous sparring
sections began with nine-year-
old Martin McCabe blitzing his
opponents to secure a place in
the semi-finals where he met the
overall winner and obtained a
bronze medal.

Chantelle McCabe, 11 was next
to step into the arena for her
continuous sparring. Chantelle
dominated her opponent in the
finals and with a unanimous
decision from the judges,
securing her World Games gold
medal.

On the Sunday, all the
members from MAS-F competed.

First up was Monique Martin
who demonstrated her skill with
the Katana to take a World
Games gold for musical weapons.
Monique then moved over and
competed against strong
competition in the musical forms
section. With commendations
from the judges, she was
presented with her second gold
medal of the Games.

Darren O'Donogh, at eight-
years-of-age was next up for his
musical weapons. Darren went
out and against the top in his
section secured a silver medal.
Darren then competed in the
musical forms section and
wowed the judges and spectators
alike with his extreme tricks and
was presented with a World
Games gold medal.

Shannon, Rachel and Martin
Ni Donnachada competed in the

traditional forms sections, which
proved to be the biggest sections
of the competition and gained
commendations from the judges.

The morning finished with the
Grand Champion sections, where
all the gold medalists of the
various disciplines compete
against each other to decide the
overall best. Sinead Kerr, who
won this title in 2008, once again
showed the judges why she
deserved to be there and was
crowned with the 2010 Grand
Champion title.

The point sparring
competition started at 2pm. The
junior boys took to the mats with
young Joe Ni Donnachada, at
only six-years-of-age, entered the
area. Securing a two-point head
kick on his opponent, Joe
finished up his competition in the
semi-finals and was awarded
with a World Games bronze
medal.

Martin Ni Donnachada, nine,
went into his section a novice
and showed perserverance and
sportsmanship to also secure a
place in the semi-finals where he
obtained a World Games bronze

medal.
Darren O'Donogh met stiff

competition which ended his
competition in the quarter finals
with his honour intact and his
gold and silver medals around
his neck.

Martin McCabe went into his
point sparring with gusto and
determination which saw him
through to the finals where he
kept his pace up and came out
the victor. Martin was presented
with his World Games gold
medal for point sparring.

The girls began their sparring
campaign with Chantelle
McCabe reaching the finals, only
to meet the same opponent she
had beaten in the continuous
section on Friday. Chantelle
dominated the fight from the
beginning and her opponent
once again succumbed to her and
Chantelle was presented with
her second World Games gold
medal.

The next section saw club
mates Monique Martin, Rachel
Ui Donnachaidh and Shannon Ui
Donnachaidh competing against
USA, Wales and UK.

All three competed with
excellence with Rachel reaching
the semi-finals where she
obtained a World bronze medal.

After putting the opposition
out of the running, Monique and
Shannon met each other in the
second round of semi-finals.

With fair competition between
the girls, Shannon secured her
World Games bronze medal and
Monique continued on to the
finals. Monique met Wales in the
finals and after two rounds was
awarded with her third gold
medal of the Games.

Sinead finished off the
weekend for MAS-F. In the
finals, she came up against
attack from her opponent.
However Sinead scored with
speed and precision and finished
up the weekend by winning her
third gold World Games medal.

MAS-F's Chief Instructor
Wayne Rutherford was proud of
the achievements of the nine
junior members of the team and
is honoured to have them as
students and ambassadors of the
Martial Arts School of Fitness.

Their dedication to training
and to Martial Arts in General
showed true in their success over
the weekend of the Games.

The total haul of medals for
MAS-F at the WOMAA World
Games was; ten gold, one silver,
seven bronze and one overall
Grand Champion.

MAS-F's premier full-time
Martial Arts Club is located on
the corner of Jocelyn street and
Distillery Lane. For further
information on classes and times
please contact Wayne on
0862522721 or log onto the
website www.mas-f.com.

MAS-F students do their
club proud at WOMMA 2010
Sinead crowned Grand Champion

The MAS-F team that travelled to the WOMMA World Martial Arts Games

19
AAccccoollaaddeess wwoonn bbyy tthhee
MMAASS--FF tteeaamm oonn tthhiiss ttrriipp

MotoGP mourns the loss of Tomizawa


