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Pressure on Zarco to win soon
This year’s san Marino Grand Prix was always guaranteed to be 
tinged with the sadness of remembering shoya Tomizawa. The 
popular Japanese rider tied in tragic circumstances during the 
Moto2 race at the Misano Circuit last year but thankfully last 
weekend’s races proved to be a fitting tribute to Tomizawa with 
Nico Terol, Marc Marquez and Jorge Lorenzo all winning.

The opening race of the day, the 125 Grand Prix, showed 
once again that the smallest category can still provide some of 
the most exciting races and with the two-stroke 125cc machinery 
set to be replaced by four-stroke 250cc engines at next year’s 
season opening Qatar Grand Prix fans are running out of time to 
appreciate this class.

This year’s title battle has been exciting with Nico Terol and 
Johann Zarco fighting it out for the right to be called the final 
champion in the only remaining original class of Grand Prix 
motorcycling.

Zarco has had a superb season about the Ajo Derbi but amazingly 
for a title contender is still waiting to taste the victory champagne 
for the first time. The inaugural Red Bull Rookies champion had 
stood on the rostrum six times before Misano and been robbed of 
a victory in Catalunya following the stewards decision to harshly 
penalise him for an “illegal overtaking move” at the final corner.

having come incredibly close to victory on numerous other 
occasions this year, notably the German Grand Prix where he 
crossed the line in a dead heat with hector Faubel, it is clear that 
Zarco has the talent and ability to win consisntely at this level but 
until he crosses the line first there will forever be question marks 
hanging over his head.

it looked as though he would finally take a victory and get the 
monkey of his back. That monkey must surely now must feel like 
King Kong following another heartbreaking disappointment for the 
21 year old Frenchman.

Following a poor start Zarco battled to the front and for the 
second half of the race was nose to tail with Terol. The spaniard 
was clearly not as fast as Zarco with the Aspar Aprilia rider on the 
limit at various points in the closing stages. Even so the ever calm 
Terol knew that until they crossed the finish line there was still a 
chance of consolidating his championship lead over Zarco.

On the final lap the pair went through the midfield sector side 
by side for numerous corners but when Zarco held the lead coming 
into the penultimate corner it seemed almost certain that he had 
done enough to win.

Coming out of the last corner Zarco was comfortably ahead but 
lost drive over the kerbs and started to look over his shoulder to see 
Terol close in as they hurtled towards the finish line. 

With Zarco trying to close the door it was already too late; 
Terol was set to take another win and as Zarco punished the air in 
frustration it was clear that another opportunity has gona knocking 
for the likable Zarco. Time is running out and Terol has one hand on 
the championship with a 35 point lead but it is clear that for Zarco 
the desire to finally win a race is consuming his thoughts.

Marquez-a class apart
Last year Terol went to the final round of the championship in 

position to win the title but was pipped to the championship by 
compatriot Marc Marquez. 

This year Marquez is in the Moto2 class and looking more and 
more to be the class of the intermediate field. The 18 year old 
started the year with a trio of crashes while stefan Bradl dominated 
but in the six races since Bradl’s last victory, at silverstone, Marquez 
has taken the chequered flag five times while also taking a second 
place finish in Brno. 

The stunning consistency of Marquez has seen him close 
dramatically on Bradl in the championship and with the pressure 
increasing on the German it remains to be seen how he can deal 
with the championship run in. Marquez has the experience of a title 
fight and this season is an almost mirror image of his 125cc title 
winning season; starting slow before starting a string of victories 
that put the pressure on his rivals.

Bradl was superb in the opening six races of the season and 
deservedly looks set to race in the premier class next year but even 
if he does wrap up the title it is clear that Marquez has been the 
star of Moto2 in 2011.

Marquez has moved to quash speculation linking him with a 
move to MotoGP next season and has said that he plans to remain 
in Moto2 regardless of the outcome of this year’s championship. if 
he can continue in his current form it is likely that he will race with 
the number one plate next year and join the likes of Dani Pedrosa 
as an rookie intermediate class champion.

Stoner leaves the door open for doubts
in yet another day of spanish dominance in Grand Prix 

motorcycling Jorge Lorenzo took victory in the premier class after 
a magnificent performance that saw him take a dominant victory 
ahead of Pedrosa and Casey stoner.

it was Lorenzo’s first victory since the italian Grand Prix in 
June and ended stoner’s three race winning streak but with the 
Australian still holding a 35 point lead it is clear that he stills holds 
the initiative in the championship but this race provided a glimpse 
at a chink in his armour.

After the race stoner commented on how tiredness affected him 
during the second half of the race. For most riders that would be 
the end of the story but following his illness plagued 2009 season, 
when he was forced to miss races, more attention will be focused 
on stoner in the coming races. 

That illness was rectified by changes in his diet but in the coming 
two weeks it is likely that the sleep patterns of the championship 
leader will become the focus of much attention in the paddock.

EQUESTRIAN Ravensdale Lodge

WITH the summer season drawing to a close, 
thoughts of indoor arenas are coming into 
most people’s minds and one of the finest 
to be found in the country is at Ravensdale 
Lodge. 

The centre has announced its autumn show 
jumping schedule recently and everyone’s 
requirements have been taken care of at the 
centre. 

The indoor season kicks off at the centre on 
Thursday September 15 with their 12-week 
registered horse league. 

Ray Buchanan and Tom Holden have been 
booked to set the courses for this weekly 
league which runs up to Thursday  December 
1 and classes which are modified will include 
80cm up to 1.30m. 

The course will then stay up for the ever 
popular horse and pony training league 
which runs from Friday September 16 to 
Friday December 2. 

This 12-week run of shows is one of the most 
popular held at the centre and a discounted 
price of only p12 or £10 per class should be a 
great enticement to compete. 

Botanica International’s involvement with 
this league should also prove popular as the 
Warrenpoint based International cosmetics 
and animal treatment company have kindly 
agreed to sponsor the league. There will be 
weekly Botanica product prizes on offer as 
well as Botanica hampers for all league and 
final winners.

If it is nice sponsorship or prizes that you 
are looking for then the centre have some 
great prizes to give away at their scheduled 
Mini Grand Prix show on Sunday September 
25. 

There is p1000 of prizes in kind on offer 
to compliment the p1200 prize fund already 
available from Ravensdale Lodge. This €1000 
which will include p500 for the leading rider 
and p500 to the Mini Grand Prix winner has 
been kindly sponsored by Harry Fitzpatrick 
jewellers, so some glittering prizes await the 
lucky winners. 

This show has a packed schedule of 5 classes 
which include 90cm, 1m, 1.10m, 1.20m and 
the 1.30m Mini Grand Prix, all classes are 
sponsored by Ravensdale Lodge. 

Details of the autumn dressage and arena 
eventing leagues to be held at Ravensdale 
Lodge will be announced soon. For further 
information on these or any forthcoming 
events, training, facility hire, advertising or 
sponsorship opportunities please contact 
Ravensdale Lodge on +353 (0) 42 9371034, +353 
(0) 87 2306603, email infoatravensdalelodge.
com or log on to www.ravensdalelodge.com 

Week seven Cross Jump league results
Class 1, 1m: Divided between, Paddy 

O’ Rourke’s Tiny (P. O’ Rourke) and Aoife 
Hanratty’s Inis (A. Hanratty); Class 2, 85cm: 
Divided between, Kathy Clamor’s Clonbrack 

Royal (K. Clamor), Sharon Cowan’s Calin 
King (S. Cowan), Sarah Hennessy’s Paddy (S. 
Kennedy) and Rebecca Kavanagh’s Ross (R. 
Kavanagh); Class 3, 70cm: Sarah Richardson’s 
Red Square 8 (S. Richardson).

Cross jump league continues September 
18, October 2. Classes 1m at 10am, 85cm at 
12pm and 70cm at 2pm. 

For further information on these or any 
forthcoming events, training, facility hire, 
advertising or sponsorship opportunities 
please contact Ravensdale Lodge on + 353 
(0) 42 9371034, + 353 (0) 87 2306603, email 
infoatravensdalelodge.com or log on to www.
ravensdalelodge.com

Packed autumn schedule 
ahead at Ravensdale Lodge

Clare Murtagh and Charlie go over the first at the Ravensdale Lodge Cross Jump League 
recently. Picture: Niall Connolly.

CyCLINg Cuchulainn Cycling Club

The FPM Accountants Summer 
Cycling League has come to an end 
for 2011, after it wound up with 
the hill Climb Championships 
last Thursday night. 

The hill Climb also doubled 
as the Louth hill Climb 
Championship and in the ladies 
event the gold medal went to 
Breda Dawe. Breda beat defending 
champion Celine McPhilips by 
over 30 seconds with Celine taking 
the bronze medal. The silver medal 
went to Suzy Mackin.

In the mens race all eyes were 
on Colm Quinn and Gerry McCabe 
as these two were in contention to 
win both the hill climb and the 
league title outright. 

Going into this round McCabe 
had a slight lead at the top of the 
table. however the winner on the 
night was Ray O’Shaughnessy, who 
has been in fine form this season, 
especially on the mountain bike 
and can now add a county title to 
his trophy collection for the 2011 
season. 

however the real action was 
behind Ray, where Quinn posted 
the second fastest time of the 
night, while McCabe was the 4th. 
Joint 3rd went to Alan Bingham 
and Michael Barry.

These placings were enough 
to see Quinn jump to the top of 
the leader board and win the 
league with two points to spare 
over McCabe. Barry Douglas was 
3rd, Declan Gray 4th and Alan 
Bingham 5th. 

The visitors prize went to 
Bohermeen’s Chris Reilly for the 
second year running, ahead of 

Newry’s Kevin Lynch. Despite 
losing her hill Climb title, Celine 
can take comfort in being the first 
woman overall in the league, ahead 
of Suzy Mackin. With his overall 
win Quinn also toke the price for 
winning the scratch group.

On the national road racing 
scene Colm Quinn continued his 
good run of results in Mullingar 
over the weekend of August 28. 
On Friday night he was second 
to Newry Wheelers rider Mark 
McKinley in the town center 
criterium race. 

The two riders broke away from 
the main bunch and McKinley 
narrowly beat Quinn for the win. 
On Saturday the action resumed 
with a 74 mile road race  and again 
Quinn was in the thick of the action. 
The race was a handicapped affair 
and when Quinn’s A group had 
caught all those riders whom had 
set off earlier the winning break 
formed, of which he was a part. 

First to attack was Dublin’s Ryan 
Sherlock whom went on to win 
the race. Quinn in the remaining 
10 miles attacked from the break 
as well and set off in pursuit of 
Sherlock. however he ran out of 
road and had to be satisfied with 
another fine 2nd place.

The next event on the Cuchulainn 
Cycling Club calendar will be the 
annual overnight trip on Saturday 
October 15. Cyclists will make 
their way to the City North hotel 
leaving Dundalk on either a 45, 
70 or 100km route and returning 
home the next day. Always a great 
night out, details can be found on 
www.dundalkcycling.com

Quinn crowned cycling champion

Colm Quinn, FPM Accountants Cycling League Winner 2011


