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Webber will feel the pressure in Japan

There are now just four races remaining in a truly compelling
championship battle that still sees five men in contention for
the biggest prize in motorsport.
Mark Webber currently leads the drivers’ championship
but with just an 11 point cushion to Fernando Alonso it is
clear that the Australian cannot afford to relax. Alonso,
winner of the last two races, has been the most consistent
driver of late and has managed to claw his way back into
contention.
Webber, driving for Red Bull, is still very much the
favourite because he still has the fastest car on the grid at
his disposal. Even so recent races have shown that the team
believe that they need to try radical strategies to win the
title. In Singapore Webber illustrated this by being the only
contender to pit during the first safety car. While the risky
strategy paid off with the title leader ending up on the
podium it showed a gamblers instinct within the team.
These strategies offer an insight into the mind of Red Bull
and show that they believe to win the title they need to go
against the grain. This could be a delayed reaction to their
struggles during races this season but with Alonso in top
form they would be better served to maximise the potential
of the best car rather than using strategies that ask their
drivers to make challenging overtaking manoeuvres through
the field.
Knowledge is power for Alonso
Fernando Alonso has one distinct advantage over Webber;
as a double world champion the Spaniard knows exactly what
is required to win the title. The recent form of both Alonso
and Ferrari shows he is ready to add to his title haul. Up until
Silverstone, when he fell 47 points adrift, Alonso’s season
was marred by a series of unforced errors. His performances
since then however have once more shown that his speed,
consistency and desire offer a combination unmatched at
present.
While Webber and Alonso are best placed to win the title
the challenges of Lewis Hamilton, Sebastian Vettel and
Jenson Button should not be discounted. The trio have
struggled at times this season but Vettel’s speed cannot be
doubted. Hamilton has had an exceptional season but has
retired from the last two races. In Monza the former
champion foolishly clashed with Massa on the opening lap
and in Singapore he tangled with Webber. On another day
Hamilton might have been able to continue but these
retirements have cost him the title lead.
Luck plays a crucial role in any title battle and Webber
certainly seems to have had his fair share this season. He
clashed heavily with both Vettel and Hamilton yet was able to
salvage podiums in Turkey and Singapore. Having luck on his
side may prove pivotal come Abu Dhabi.
Jenson Button, the last remaining contender, has shown
terrific versatility this year. While many expected him to be
easily defeated by Hamilton this season Button has shown
maturity and intelligence to emerge victorious in Melbourne
and Shanghai. This weekend could offer him the chance to
show his adaptability once more with rain expected in Japan.
Korean Grand Prix will play a crucial role
While the battle on track has been white hot this season
the championship could be affected by issues off the track.
The Korean Grand Prix is in doubt due to construction
problems at the circuit. The sport’s governing body, the FIA,
is yet to certify that the race will go ahead; the Yeongam
circuit will be inspected next week. Even so Bernie Eccelstone
has been non committal as to whether the first race in Korea
will go ahead as planned.
With such problems on the horizon it is clear that this
weekend’s race in the land of the rising sun could take on
ever increasing importance. Suzuka is expected to be suited
perfectly to the Red Bull but with Mark Webber yet to stand
on the Suzuka podium his title rivals may view this as a
chance to continue to pressure the championship leader.
McLaren were expected to struggle in Singapore but their
upgraded aerodynamics showed that, in qualifying at least,
they had the potential to challenge Red Bull and Ferrari. With
mixed weather expected this weekend the team could spring
another surprise.
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School kids given sample of a jockey’s life
HORSE Racing Ireland’s Schools Racing
Education Day took place at Dundalk
Stadium on Wednesday last.
More than 200 children from three local
schools namely Scoil Mhuire na Gael, St
Joseph’s NS and Kilkerley NS came for the
school tour and the children have been
invited back with their parents and teachers
for racing in Dundalk Stadium this Sunday
October 3. This was the second of six Schools
days planned for 2010.
Tamso Doyle, PR Manager for Horse
Racing Ireland said: “Horse racing is a sport
in which Ireland can justifiably claim to be a
world leader and the success stories of Irish
Trainers, Jockeys and Horses is a source of
pride around the country.
Horse racing also plays a huge part in the
Irish economy and the aim of the day is to
educate the younger generation regarding
horse racing and show them what happens
behind the scenes at the races.
“We also hope that this initiative will lead
to greater integration between racecourses
and their local community, encouraging an
affinity with racing and producing the
racegoers of the future.”

Local school childern at the Go Racing Kids Club
Education day in Dundalk Stadium last Wednesday.
As part of the tour there are four stations
including:
A Trainer – brings a racehorse and
describes how to train a racehorse, how their
yard gets ready for a big race day, what a
horse eats, how much exercise it must get,
demonstrates how to saddle up, etc.
A Jockey - brings the pupils into the inner
sanctum, the weigh room, where they get to

see and feel all the jockeys gear from a
saddle to the racing silks, their safety
equipment including skull cap, back
protector, goggles, etc.
The Jockey will give a general talk about
horse racing to the children, how he rides in
a race and takes any questions they may
have.
Race - the Racing Academy and Centre of
Education talk through how to become a
jockey, get a job in the industry, they bring a
young apprentices to demonstrate their
simulator on the day (some lucky students
will also be able to sit on the simulator and
feel what its like to ride a racehorse).
Racecourse Manager – brings the children
through the preparation for a race day and
on a tour of the Racecourse, including
walking some of the track and seeing a
fence/starting stalls up close and how the
fences are made.
Patrick Mullins and Ado McGuinness were
the Jockey and Trainer at Dundalk Stadium.
The racing education day takes three hours
and is available from 4th to 6th class
students. HRI will be developing a ‘Go Racing
Kids Club’ mascot and an autograph book.

SWIMMING BRIAN O’SULLIVAN

Brian is the
Ulster star
in Lisburn
ARDEE swimmer Brian O'Sullivan
marked his call-up to the Ulster
Irish Inter-provincial Swimming
Championship team in style with a
host of impressive displays in
Lisburn last weekend.
The
15-year-old
Dundalk
Grammar School transition year
student who swims for Newry and
Mourne ASC, the closest Swim
Ireland affiliated club to Co Louth,
got the news two weeks ago that he

and three of his fellow club-mates
were to be part of the Ulster team
to swim in Lisburn on Saturday
October 2.
Brian showed his talent by
winning the 100m Backstroke
individual event in the 15-16 age
group category. He also won
second and third place in the 100m
freestyle and 200m freestyle
individual events respectively.
On the basis of these great

Ardee swimmer Brian O'Sullivan who represented Ulster at the Irish
Inter-provincial Swimming Championships in Lisburn last weekend.
swims he was chosen to swim the
junior 200m freestyle relay and the
junior 200m medley relay. The
freestyle relay team won their
event in a very fast time and the
medley relay team finished a
credible second. All of the times
posted by Brian were Newry and
Mourne Swim Club records.
The following day, Brian
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De Lange of
Elvery Sports
m a k i n g
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Kyle Norton for
h
i
s
achievements at
the European
Special Olympic
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Warsaw where
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returned to Lisburn to compete in
the Cook Graded Gala and won the
open age 800m freestyle event
against stiff opposition. His time of
8.59.02 was another Newry and
Mourne Club record.
In this type of form Brian should
continue to improve and hopefully
rise to the top of Irish swimming in
years ahead.

John McQuillan and Brian Cunningham pictured at the
Gormley’s Golf Society Captain’s outing to Ballymac.

