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The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Wheldon’s death illustrates the 
omnipresent danger of racing
Late on Sunday night the final race of the Indy Car season was 
marred by the death of former champion Dan Wheldon.

the 33 year old englishman achieved tremendous success in his 
stateside career with two Indianapolis 500 victories punctuated by his 
2005 championship winning season. Having made the move to america 
as a fresh faced and brash 22 year old Wheldon quickly matured into 
a racer of the highest calibre first in Formula atlantic, then Indy Lights 
before graduating to Indy Cars in 2002 with the Panther Racing squad 
for two races. a move to the andretti Green team followed for his first 
full season the next year.

His three years at andretti Green saw the englishman take nine wins 
including the title before moving to Ganasi Racing in 2006 where he 
never quite reached the heights of his title year again, taking a brace 
of victories in each of his three seasons with the Chicago based team 
before returning to Panther for his final two full seasons of racing.

Left without a drive for this season after Panther Racing closed their 
doors Wheldon raced at Indy for Bryan Herta’s team and won the race 
following a last lap crash by J.R. Hildebrand. By taking the lead on the 
final corner Wheldon became the first man in the history of the storied 
race to lead just one lap en route to victory.

the victory should have marked a springboard to a second chance 
in the series and after testing the new for 2012 car throughout the 
summer Wheldon was well placed to have a successful season next 
year. early in the season Indy Car bosses announced that they would 
offer a $5 million prize to any non-regular driver who won the final 
race of the season in Las Vegas and this became the point of focus of 
Wheldon’s year.

Looking for a drive in the season finale Wheldon was offered the 
opportunity to race by Sam Schmidt Motorsport and forced into starting 
from the back of the field, part of the stipulation for the prize fund; 
Wheldon started the race looking forward to the challenge of taking 
the 17th victory of his career even though he was unhappy with the 
handling of his car.

Early race crash
Ultimately on lap 12 the Las Vegas resident was part of a 

massive 15 car crash that saw the race track strewn with so much 
debris that Dario Franchitti, who was crowned champion following 
the red flagged race, said over his radio that “there’s nothing I can 
do to avoid it [the debris.]” 

the accident saw Wheldon drive over the top of Paul tracey’s 
rear wheel and become airbourne before crashing into the catch 
fenching that lines the 1.5 mile desert oval. With the cars exiting 
turn two at over 200 mph there was little chance for Wheldon to 
avoid the accident that was triggered by light contact in the mid 
field between James Hinchcliffe and Wade Cunningham that also 
saw three other drivers injured.

When his car finally came to rest it was clear just how much 
damage had been done and unfortunately it was also clear just 
how serious Wheldon’s injuries were. In this era where, thankfully, 
drivers regularly walk aware from massive shunts any injury is a 
shock but to lose a driver has almost become unthinkable.

While everyone knows and accepts the risks of racing cars and 
motorcycles at high speed there has generally been an acceptance 
that safety has reached a certain point and drivers are as safe as 
they can be on track. at the Las Vegas Motor speedway we saw 
that series organisers can never stop striving for greater safety. 

It was ironic that in the lead up to this race numerous drivers 
commented on the ever increasing speeds reached by their cars and 
that safety could become an issue over the course of the weekend. 
Drivers have long felt that the Vegas circuit had been outgrown by 
the cars with the racing line narrow and fast but, as ever, a desire 
to race outweighed their apprehension. 

Danger of racing can be minimised but not 
avoided

It has been 12 years since a driver last lost his life in an Indy Car/
Champ Car crash. In 1999 Canadian Greg Moore was killed in the 
final race of the season in a shunt that was immediately brought 
back to the forefront of everyone’s mind by Sunday’s accident and 
while there will be extensive studies into Wheldon’s accident there 
is little doubt that this was a racing accident that had exceptionally 
unfortunate results.

after the news of Wheldon’s death was announced the drivers 
took to the circuit for a five lap salute to Wheldon. When the field 
came back to the pits the emotion and rawness of the day was 
clear to see on everyone’s face. Wheldon’s former teammate, Danica 
Patrick, was visibly upset as she removed her helmet. Scotsman 
Franchitti, who has known Wheldon since the englishman was six, 
must have been thinking back to the death his good friend Moore 
as he got out of his car. For Franchitti his title success will forever 
be marred by the death of his friend. the entire field shared similar 
reactions.

On what was supposed to be one of the great weekends of the 
season Indy Car was brought back to the attention of many for all 
the wrong reasons. the series has struggled to regain the attention 
of mainstream media in the United States and with organisers 
going to extreme lengths to publicise what was once the world’s 
second biggest championship it will be very difficult for the series to 
put this accident behind it over the course of the winter. 

the reasons that motorsport is such a compelling sport is the 
tightrope that drivers have to thread. each of the man and women 
that took to the grid in Vegas, and every other race this weekend, 
know the risks that they take when they fire up their engines and 
while so much is done to ensure their safety sometime tragedy can 
still strike. Unfortunately on Sunday the tightrope had no safety net 
underneath it for one of Indy Cars drivers but while Wheldon leaves 
behind a wife and two young children his legacy to the sport in the 
US will forever be remembered by his two victories at Indianapolis 
and 2005 title success.

CYCLING Cuchulainn Cycling Club

The latest round of the Ulster 
Cyclocross series was held in 
Belfast’s Lady Dixon Park on 
Sunday October 16. 

Cuchulainn had a good 
contingent of riders competing 
in the two senior races. In the 
main race of the day Johnny 
McCabe was the 1st Super Vet 
home, finishing close to the front 
of the field in the nine lap race. 

Brother Gerry was 7th man 
home, taking second in the vets 
race, followed in closely by Gary 
Sheils and Seamus McAvoy. Not 
to be outdone by his younger 
brothers Declan McCabe was also 
amongst the results, taking 3rd in 
the super vet classification. 

Myles McCorry was riding 
extremely well, keeping pace with 
Banbridge’s National Champion 
Roger Aiken, but was unlucky 
when a mechanical failure forced 
him to abandon. 

Aiken went onto win the race 
and now holds a commanding 
lead in the provincial competition. 
The Ulster series continues next 
Sunday in Larne.

Meanwhile the club’s overnight 
trip to City North hotel was a huge 
success. Over 40 riders rolled out 
of Dundalk on Sunday lunchtime 
and enjoyed a great night in the 
hotel. Members can keep abreast 
of upcoming events by checking 
out www.dundalkcycling.com L-R: Cuchulainn Cycling Club’s Seamus McEvoy, Gary Shiels, Johnny, Declan, Gerry McCabe.

McCabe brothers to the fore in Belfast

HOCKEY/RUGBY Dundalk Grammar School

Grammar girls start 
Leinster League season 
with a bang.....
The Dundalk Grammar School 
Junior girls hockey team, 
coached by Ms Ruth Eveson 
and captained by Liz McAuley, 
started this season’s league off 
with their first win thanks to a 
1-0 victory over Holy Faith. The 
teams were evenly matched all 
the way through until about 
half way into the second half 

a short corner was awarded 
and, true to form, Aisling Walsh 
found the corner of the goal! 
Hopefully a sign of things to 
come from this determined 
team. 
Meanwhile, Dundalk Gram-
mar School  second year girls 
hockey team got off to a great 
start in their Leinster League 
campaign with an impressive 
5-0 win over St Dominic School 
Cabra. 

The girls took control of the 
game from the start and had 
all the pressure on the oppo-
nents goal. Eventually in the 
16th minute Dundalk broke the 
deadlock with a goal from Ao-
ife Fay. The girls continued to 
control the game and comfort-
ably scored another four goals. 
The goals were scored by Amey 
Berrill, Aideen Fay, Ellie Wsylo-
cha and Clara Valleley. The girls 
have four other tough league 

games to compete in to try and 
make it to the knock out stages 
of the Leinster League.

...and rugby boys kick-
off with narrow win
Meanwhile Dundalk Gram-
mar School won by one point, 
27-26, over De La Salle Dundalk 
in the 1st round of the Rugby 
Development Cup last Wednes-
day, October 12, at the Dundalk 
Rugby Club.

Kernan Equestrian Centre
Winter Horse League results 
90cms- 1, M. Hope’s Rock of Tasset (Michaela 

Murphy). 1, Patrick Kirwan’s Rebel (Kwpn) (Sarah-
Jane Kirwan). 1, L. McEnteggart’s Explorer Z (Louise 
McEnteggart).

1m- 1, O. Kelly’s Elsarco (Orlagh Kelly). l, P. 
Kirwan’s Martello (IHB) (Patrick Kirwan). 

1.10m- 1, P. Kernan’s Martello (IHB) (Patrick 
Kirwan). 1, S. Loughran’s Flight Connection (Sinead 
Loughran).T. Doherty’s Least Said (Isla Savage). 1, 
P. Gibson’s Captains Orders (Charlotte Gibson). N. 
Kieran’s Odessa 1V (Rebecca Kieran). 

1.20m- 1, M. McAllister’s Hermes Diamond 
(Ryan O’Neill). P. Gibson’s Captain’s Orders 
(Charlotte Gibson).M. McCann’s Audery (Kwpn) 
Paul McDermott.

Winter Pony League results

128 60cm- 1,P. Rice’s Barney Beep (Liam Rice).
128 70cms- 1. H. Treanor’s Little Matrix (Shannon 

Treanor). 
128 80cms- 1, B. Connolly’s Gortmore Mystic 

(Eva Connolly ). 
128 80cms U10- 1, L. McEntee’s Super Sonic 

(John McEntee). 2,H. Treanor’s Connell Boy (Shane 
Treanor).

128 90cms-1, L. McEntee’s Super Sonic  (John 
McEntee). 

138 80cms- 1, D. McPhillips Magical Millicent 
(Paul McPhillips). 1,.M. Garland’s Nuggy (Ella 
Garland).

138 90cms- 1, D. Mc Phillips’s Magical Millicent 
(Paul Mc Phillips). 1, B. O’Connor’s Bonnys Boy 
(Emer O’Connor). 

138 1m- 1, M. Barrett’s Mr Jump (Niamh 
Barrett). 

138 1.10m- 1, M. Barrett’s Mister Jump (Niamh 

Barrett). 
148 90cm-1, A. McQuade’s River View Annie 

(Susanna McQuade).  1, P. McEneaney’s       Penny’s 
Captain (Caolan Rice).

148 1m- 1, M. Barrett’s Biscuit Gold (Orla 
Barrett). 1,D. McCaughey’s Lackamore Comet 
(Sean McCaughey). 1,D. McCaughey’s Glen Miller 
(Aaron McCaughey). 1,M. Barrett’s Keenaghan Lad 
(Casey Webb). 1, P. McEneaney’s Pennys Captain 
(Caolan Rice. 1, J. Clarke’s Hurricane Jade (Alice 
Clarke).

148 1.10m- 1,J. McCaughey’s Doonmore Lad 
(Aedi McCaughey). 1. P. Gibson’s Keady Girl (Lucy 
Gibson). 

148 1.20m- 1, P. Gibson’s Carnroe Roebuck 
(Charlotte Gibson). 2, F. Rice’s Coppindell King 
(Caolan Rice). 3, P. McEneaney’s A.C. Duke (Conor 
McEneaney). 4, P. Douglas’s Attyrory Rising Star 
(Conor McEneaney).


