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The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

The enigma of Lewis Hamilton
While Formula 1 fans around the world will surely have rejoiced at 
the sight of lewis hamilton once again spraying victory champagne, 
following his recent Abu Dhabi Grand Prix success, it also did little more 
than once again raise the question marks that have surrounded the 
englishman’s season.

hamilton is the epitome of a “racers racer.” At his best the 
englishman is still arguably the fastest and most aggressive driver 
in Formula 1. in an era of Sebastian Vettel regularly dominating 
qualifying sessions, taking a record equalling 14 pole  positions 
this year, and races it must be galling for hamilton to see him rival 
become a double world champion while he has been outshone 
within his own team.

For the first time in his career hamilton is up against a team-
mate that can out-race him and while Jenson Button may not have 
the ultimate, flat out speed of hamilton he has had the consistency 
to match, and indeed beat, lewis over the course of this season.

it is startling to think that hamilton could have fallen this far in 
the estimation of so many fans and pundits. having burst onto the 
Formula 1 scene as a rookie sensation in 2007 hamilton took the 
title the following season. he was fast and composed as a rookie. 
Taking a podium on his début in Melbourne and racking up two 
wins and podiums in the first nine races of his career marked him 
out as a superstar.

his speed and consistency was such that Fernando Alonso could 
not stay at Mclaren alongside him. The Spaniard moved to Woking 
from Renault and expected lewis to be fast but erratic and that 
over the course of the season easily dealt with.

Rookie success
Alonso found out by the Monaco Grand Prix that hamilton was most 

certainly not easily dealt with and while Alonso won the race lewis 
made clear afterwards that he was told to hold station, a position that 
he would not allow the team to put him in again.

The eleventh race of the season saw their relationship come to 
boiling point following a qualifying session marred by Alonso blocking 
hamilton in the pits and making it impossible for the englishman to 
set a final lap time.

The Spaniard reached the point of not return within Woking that 
summer and moved back to Renault for the next year. hamilton’s 
performances meanwhile continued to soar and by the penultimate 
race of the season, in China, looked set to take the title before spinning 
entering the pit lane on heavily worn intermediate tyres.

As a rookie lewis marked himself out as a driver ready to win 
races and titles but crucially one that made precious few mistakes, the 
following season saw him take the title but he was more ragged on 
track and his consistency suffered.

it was, however, 2009, that we saw the first cracks in lewis 
hamilton’s make-up. The Australian Grand Prix saw hamilton race the 
wheels off his Mclaren and get onto the podium but a mid race, legal, 
overtaking move under yellow flags would prove very costly after lewis 
and team manager, Dave Ryan, lied to stewards about the incident.

in many ways this was a turning point of lewis’ career. The innocence 
with which he entered the sport had been replaced a cynicism. No 
longer did he seem the happy hamilton of his early years, he became 
more guarded and he clearly started to chase the limelight in many 
ways.

While the trappings of celebrity were clearly apparent as a rookie his 
entourage was still small. At races it would consist mostly of his family 
along with the occasional music star at select races but by and large 
“team lewis” was his father and brother at races giving support.

Somewhere along this support structure broke down and Anthony 
hamilton was fired as his son’s manager. lewis’ new managers seem 
more concerned with chasing cheques rather than chasing performance 
and it is clear that the aspirations of lewis off track have changed. While 
no one doubts that he wants to win races and more championships 
there is also a clear understanding that he wants to be more than “just 
a racing driver.”

Single mindedness needed
Can any sportsman achieve their ultimate aims in their field 

while also chasing the spotlight? history is littered by talent 
sportsmen who upon reaching the top of their profession grew 
more interested in the trapping of their new life and forgot the 
sacrifices needed to succeed.

The likes of Schumacher and Senna had an almost blinding desire 
to win and to improve. hamilton had this earlier in his career but 
it seems that he has lost that spark, that desire that separates the 
good from the great at elite competition. Personally i think lewis 
has now reached a point where his inner fighter has grown tired of 
the success and adulation that has been given to Vettel.

hamilton sees his German rival enjoying the success that he 
wants, that he can deliver and now he is ready to take steps to 
become the racer that he was born to be. With his God-given ability 
hamilton has shown time and again that he can be a match for 
anybody but he also knows that he needs to make sacrifices in his 
personal life to achieve those goals. The breakup of his relationship 
with Nicole Scherzinger points to his desire to stop globe hopping 
back and forth between europe and the United States and shows 
that he is willing to focus on his craft again. it was ironic listening 
to lewis speak of how he envied Jenson Button having his father, 
girlfriend and supporting cast at each race. lewis has that option 
still available to him and while his father may not be his manager 
any longer he is still present in the paddock as Paul di Resta’s 
manager.

if lewis can correct the imbalances in his personal life then his 
professional life should fall back into line. As a rookie lewis looked 
so sure footed and destined for greatness. it is ironic that he was 
so good so early in his career but it would be tragic if we look back 
at that as being the best we saw of lewis. 

The sport needs the true hamilton to step forward once again 
and what better time to show that he has turned the corner than 
this weekend’s season ending Brazilian Grand Prix, the scene of his 
title success in 2008.

HOCKEY Dundalk Grammar School

DunDalk Grammar School’s 2nd Year, 3rd Year 
and 4th Year teams were all in action in the north 
leinster league last week. 

The week started with the 3rd Year team taking 
on a strong Mount anville team at home. It was a 
very competitive match throughout. 

Dundalk managed to take the lead three minutes 
into the second half through an anna ledwith goal 
and they sealed the victory two minutes from time 
with a goal from Holly McPhail. 

The 2nd Year team then took to the pitch 
against a strong Sutton Park team. Dundalk were 
the underdogs against this strong Dublin school 
but showed no fear. 

The girls attacked from the first whistle and 
played some very attractive hockey. They took the 
lead in the first half through an excellent goal from 
Clara Vallely. 

Dundalk continued to pressurise the Sutton park 
goal and were rewarded in the second half when 
Ellie Wasylocha scored a terrific strike from a penalty 
corner. The game finished with an impressive two 
nil win for the Dundalk girls. 

later in the week the 4th Year girls travelled to 
Balbriggan hoping to continue in the winning way. 
The girls took control of the game from the off and 

were two nil up at half time through goals from 
aisling Walsh and Sarah Rowntree. 

In the second half the girls continue to press 
forward scoring five more goals. aisling Walsh 
scored three more making her total four for the 
day. Elizabeth Flood also added two goals to her 
tally to round off a great day for the 4th Year team 
and a great week for girls hockey in the Grammar 
School.

Q Meanwhile Dundalk Grammar School’s Senior 
Boys Hockey team enjoyed a convincing 7-0 win 
over visitors St andrews College in the leinster 
league. 

In a tough game which was much closer than 
the score suggests, Jeremy Mckeever bagged five 
goals with Robbie Rowntree and Barry Faulkner 
each scoring once to secure the team’s first league 
victory of the season.

The u14 team won a close match against the 
same opposition, 1-0, leaving them still undefeated 
after three league fixtures. kevin Carr was on target 
for DGS.

Dundalk Grammar School’s 3rd Year girls 
hockey team.

Grammar girls enjoy a great week

maRTiaL aRTS Cobra Kan

The beginning of November 
started extremely well for 
Cobra Kan with six fighters 
making their way to Spain to 
compete in the third WKC World 
Championships. 

The fighters were as follows: 
Bernard Duffy, Catherine Brady, 
David Mathews, Catherine 
Pearson, Megan Rogers and Sean 
O’hare. They were accompanied 
by Coach and Referee Patricia 
McQuillan.

Bernard Duffy fought in the 
mens 85kg with a huge range 
of skill and experience, coming 
home with nothing less than a 
bronze medal. 

Catherine Brady fought with 
huge passion and skill and 
secured the gold medal in the 
womens 55kg section, winning 
her final by a massive seven 
points. Also fighting in the 
team event she secured a silver 
medal.  

David Mathews fought in the 
mens + 90 continuous division 
with huge passion. Catherine 
Pearson fought in the womens 
+70kg division where she fought 
extremely well. 

For both juniors Megan Rogers 
and Sean O;hare, competing in 
the girls (13–15) + 60kg and boys 
(13–15) -55kg respectively it was 
a fantastic experience.

Both fighters fought with 
huge heart and the level of skill 
shown by both on the day was 

extremely high. 
Megan also fought on the girls 

team event and bought home a 
silver medal along with her team 
mates, Sean fought on the boys 
team event and they secured the 
bronze.  

This year is a huge year for 

Cobra Kan School of Material 
Arts, they are celebrating 21 
years in St Gerard’s hall. This is 
a massive accomplishment for 
any club or sport. 

Past and present members of 
the club are invited to join in 
the celebrations being held in 

The Tallon Suite in The Crowne 
Plaza hotel on the November 26 
at 8.30pm, tickets a10. 

Tickets and further 
information available from 
the club or call Catherine on 
0863420497.

Cobra Kan enjoy Spanish trip

The Cobra Kan group who competed in Spain recently.

CYCLiNG Cyclocross
Local riders in Cyclocross 
action
DUNDAlk’S Cuchulainn Cycling Club was well represented at the 
cyclocross races over the weekend. 

On Saturday in St Anne’s Park in Raheny, Dublin the 4th round of the 
Supercross Cup was held and the club had seven riders taking part in 
the two races. 

The course was a very technical affair, with a mix of forest, grass and 
tarmac and featured a number of steep drops and a long run of steps, 
which forced the riders to dismount and carry their bikes. 

in the A race Johnny McCabe was the highest finisher in 20th position, 
with Gary Shiels back in 33rd. Gerry McCabe had been going well but was 
forced to retire with a mechanical. 

Meanwhile in the B race Seamus Mcevoy came home in 11th with 
Declan McCabe, who suffered a bad fall, in 14th. Aaron McCann was 
second junior home in 29th and liam Dolan in 36th.

On Sunday the action moved to Belfast’s Ormeau Park for the Ulster 
Cyclocross Championships. Johnny McCabe was again in the thick of the 
action winning the supervet category, coming home in 12th position. 
Declan McCabe was 4th in the supervets category. Action this weekend 
takes place in kilbroney Park in Rostervor.

On Friday December 2 the club will be hosting it’s annual awards night 
at Oriel Park. Winners of the various club events and all louth Champions 
will be presented with their awards on the night. 

On the training front there is now a variety of cycling gropus departing 
at various times on Saturdays and Sundays to suit all abilities. Details can 
be found at www.dundalkcycling.com

L-R: aaron mcCann, Gary Shiels, Liam Dolan, Declan mcCabe, Seamus mcEvoy. 
Cuchullainn riders who took park in the St anne’s Cyclocross race.


