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Blackrock AC’s U17 Girls relay team at the Leinster 
Juvenile Relay Championships in Tullamore.

The U10 podium at the Leinster Juvenile Relay Cham-
pionships in Tullamore at the weekend.  

Dunleer U12 Boys with their medals at the Leinster 
Juvenile Championship Relays. 

Ardee AC’s Evin Quinn, Caolan McCabe, Danny 
O’Brien and Jonathan Commins.

Dunleer U13 girls with their medals at the Leinster 
Championship Juvenile Relays. 

ATHLETICS Club round-up

Ardee AC
Evin Quinn, Caolan McCabe, 
Danny O’Brien and Jonathan 
Commins all travelled to Tullamore 
on Sunday last to compete in the 
Leinster Relay Champhionships.

The extraordinary and extreme 
tempetures on the day didn’t phase 
these boys, each boy ran a super 
leg and were flawless on the batton 
change to claim the gold medal in 
convincing style.

The boys will travel to Cork later 
in the summer to compete in the 
All ireland final.

On Tuesday last, Ardee Area had 
its Community Games in the Boys 
national School Field. 

Ardee and District AC had a good 
turn-out of its own athletes there 
competing on the night.

Up first, competing were The 
U10 Girls 60m Hurdles. Both Laoise 
McCoy and Kelly Mae Smith ran 
well, in this event.

Up next was the U8 60m sprint. 
in the Girls, running for the club 
was Jessica Smith. 

in the boys same event, running 
was Kyle Quinn, who also did very 
well. 

in the Girls U8 80m, was 
competing Caitlin Wiebenga, 
Jessica Smith and Ava Mc nally.

in the Boys 80m, Joe O Brien and 
neil Quinn both ran brilliantly. 
in the Girl’s U10 100m, Emma 
Gillespie did very well. next up was 
the Girls 200m, Saoirse Gilbert had 
a great finish, while Ellen O Brien 
also finished well in the U12 100m.

in the Boys 100m, both Evin 
Quinn and Jonathan Commins 
competed. 

in the Longer race of 600m, in 
the Girls U12 Abby Sheridan and 
niamh McGuinness both ran very 
well, while Danny O’Brien ran a 
great race in his 600m U12 Boys. 

in the U14 Girls 800m, naoise 
McConnon ran a good race. 

in the evening’s field events in 
the U12 Ball Throw Darragh McCoy 
competed, while niamh Tenanty 
competed in the U14 Girls Shot 
Putt.

On Saturday last, Ardee and 
District athletes headed over to 
Meadowview to compete in The 
Louth Finals of the Community 
Games. 

in the U10 60m Hurdles Laoise 
McCoy ran very well. in the Boys 
U14 80m Hurdles, Conor Mc 
Mahon finished in 2nd place.

in the U8 Girls 60m sprint, 
Jessica Smith finished well up and 
in the Boys U8 60m, Kyle Quinn 
came in 1st.  next in the Boys U8 
80m sprint, neil Quinn ran great, 
but Joe O’Brien came 1st. 

in the Girls U12 100m, Amy 
Manning finished in a fine 4th 
place. 

in the Boys U12 100m, Evin 
Quinn came 3rd while Jonathan 
Commins finished in 1st place. 
next in the U10 Girls 200m, Saoirse 
Gilbert ran well.

next in the longer races, in the 
U12 Girls 600m, Abby Sheridan 
and niamh McGuinness both ran 
very well, while in the Boys U12 
600m, Danny O’Brien finished in 
2nd place. 

in the Girls U14 800m, naoise 
McConnon finished in 1st place. in 
The Boys U14 800m, Brendan Leacy 
ran well, finishing in 4thplace. 

in the U12 Boys Ball Throw, 
Darragh McCoy finished with a 2nd 
place distance. 

Finally, in the Girls U14 Long 
Jump, niamh Tenanty came 1st.

At the day were the Relays. in the 
mixed U10 Relays, competing were 
Saoirse Gilbert, Laoise McCoy, Kyle 
Quinn and Joe O’Brien. 

The team ran and finished well. 
next were the U13 Mixed Relay of 
niamh Tenanty, Abbey Sheridan, 
Conor McMahon and Jonathan 
Commins. This did very well 

finishing in 1st place.
next up were the U12 Boys, 

who finished in 2nd place. On The 
team were Darragh McCoy, Evin 
Quinn, Caolan McCabe and Danny 
O’Brien. The Boys did very well, 
coming in 2nd place.

in the Girls U12 relay, competing 
were Tara and niamh McGuinness, 
Abby Manning and Abby Sheridan. 
The Girls did great finishing in 3rd 
place.

Well done to all the athletes who 
competed in today’s events and 
especially to the athletes who have 
qualified for the national Finals in 
Athlone at the end of August.

Dunleer AC
DUnLEER AC athlete Tomas 
Cotter advanced to the nCAA 
division 1 outdoor track and 
field championship with his 
performance on Friday.

The Wichita state college student 
finished 3rd in the 3000mts 
steeplechase semi-final with a time 
of 8.52.44 in Austin Texas. Tomas 
will now run in the prestigious 
nCAA championship finals at Drake 
stadium in iowa in June 6. Tomas, 
the 2011 irish senior steeplechase 
champion, now joins a small select 
group of irishmen ever to make the 
nCAA track and field finals.

Dunleer AC at the Leinster 
Championship Juvenile Relays

A silver for the girls 4 x 100m U13 
relay (Erin Orr, niamh O Connor, 
Seoda Matthews and Emma 
Cheshire) and a bronze for the 
boys U12 4x 100m (Ronan Sands, 
Conor Matthews, neil Hodgins and 
Anthony Dillon) was the highlight 
for the Dunleer AC athletes in 
Tullamore at the weekend.  

Both teams have now qualified for 
the national Relay Championships 
later in the summer.  First up 
however were the U9 girls and boys 
and both teams came away with 
4th placings, a tremendous result 
for these youngsters. 

in the girls event it was Aoife O 
Rourke, Amy Sheridan, Katie Ryan 
and Grace Fitzpatrick who carried 
the baton and were delighted with 
their result.  The boys U9 were led 
off by Fergal Quinn, with Seán 
Mc Evoy, Kyle Dunne and Patrick 

Farrell doing a fantastic job.
The girls U10 team (Olivia 

Carroll, Saoirse Holmes, Grace 
Fitzpatrick and Katie Ryan) also did 
very well, as did the girls U11 team 
of Katie Mathews, Erin Orr, Aoife 
Holmes and Ruth Flanagan with 
4th in their heat.  

The boys U11 team (Reece Reilly, 
Tom Mathews, Michael Casey and 
Fergal Quinn) had a great run to 
finish just outside the medals with 
yet another 4th placing for Dunleer. 
The boys U16 (Shane Cheshire, 
Jack Boylan, Gary Campbell and 
Jamie Curtis) were equally unlucky 
on the day again with a fourth place 
finish.

The girls U16 (Aoife Kelly, Lauren 
Hayes, niamh Connaughton and 
Lisa Mc Gowan) ran very well to 
finish 5th.  

All in all a great day of relay 
running for the juveniles and great 
preparation for the rest of the track 
and field season.  

Dunleer ac junior athlete Carl 
Dunne continues to make good 
progress in track and field. 

At the graded meet in irishtown, 
Carl finished 9th in the 1500mts in 
4.09.12.

He finished 5th in the 800mts 
time 1.59.00 at the irish club meet 
in Greystones on Saturday.

Carl has now been selected on 
the irish team for the international 
trail race June 17 in Lake District 
England.

Glenmore AC
A group of Glenmore athletes 
travelled to Boyne on Saturday 
May 26 for the Louth Community 
Games athletics finals.  

in U8 60m james McBride came 
in 5th while Sean McCarragher ran 
in the 80m coming in 4th. 

Sean Quinn ran in U10 100m 
earning 4th place with Chloe 
Barry coming 1st in U12 100m. 
Cian Reilly came home 2nd in U10 
200m, nicola Ferguson 4th in U12 
600m. Fionn Reilly represented the 
Cooley area in U12 600m whilst 
Hannah Stewart came in 3rd in U14 
800m with Eoin McDaid coming 
2nd in the Boys U14 equivalent. 

Katelyn Quinn won Gold in 
the U12 Ball Throw and Cormac 

Barry also came 1st in U16 1500m. 
Congrats to all participated. 

The U13 Glenmore Girls Relay 
(Chloe Barry, nicola Ferguson, 
Shauna McElroy and niamh Rice) 
team travelled to Tullamore for the 
inter Club Relays and came 2nd in 
the heat, they were just out of the 
medals coming fourth in the final.  

U11 Girls relay team (Aoife 
Hughes, Alice Ferguson, Erica 
Quinn and Ciara Quinn) came 
2nd in their heat. Well done to all. 
Please see www.glenmoreac.com 
for details and some great new 
photos.

St Peter’s AC
ST Peter’s AC had a number of 
athletes in action in the Louth 
Community Games athletics finals 
last Saturday afternoon.

The competition, which was 
staged at Meadowview in Drogheda, 
was blessed with glorious sunshine 
and temperatures well into the 
20s. 

 Although the club’s core 
catchment area of Dromiskin and 
Darver is no longer represented 
in the Community Games, five of 
the club’s athletes who live a little 
further afield had qualified to 
represent their home areas in the 
county finals. 

They all finished in the top three, 
with four of them winning their 
events to advance to the national 
Community Games athletics finals 
in Athlone, which will be contested 
on the last weekend of August. 

 Throwing the heavier than 
normal 600g implement, Lauren 
Finegan from Togher retained her 
Louth U16 Javelin title. 

She is now looking forward to 
competing in Athlone, where she 
won a silver medal in this event in 
2011 while still in the first year of 
the two-year age group. 

 Mark Rogers, also from Togher 
and also now in the second year of 
the U16 age group, won the national 
High Jump title in Athlone last year, 
and he duly advanced to represent 
Louth on the national stage again 
this year in the same event. 

 Another Togher athlete, Heather 
Rogers, qualified for the national 
Community Games for the first 
time by winning the U14 Shot Putt 
on Saturday. 

Martin McGrane from Dundalk 
will also be wearing the red and 
white of Louth in Athlone, where 
he will represent the county in the 
U16 Discus. 

Marie-Claire Rogers, Heather’s 
younger sister, performed well to 
win the bronze medal in the U12 
Ball Throw, and she also helped her 
Togher team to take silver in the 
4x100m relay.

St Gerard’s AC
ST Gerard’s AC made the trip to 
Tullamore for the Leinster juvenile 
relays on Sunday last May 27.

Four teams took to the track on 
a beautiful hot summer’s day when 
the sun shone brightly on all the 
athletes. 

Unfortunately lady luck didn’t 
shine as radiantly on the clubs four 
teams who valiantly gave their all in 
their efforts.

First on the track were the girls 
U11 squad of Patricia Jumbogula, 
Emma Coleman, Ellen Murphy, 
Alana Duffy, Sophie Coburn and 
Laura Jane Hearty who qualified 
for the final finishing a very close 
2nd which should have gave them 
a seeded lane draw for the final.

However for some reason they 
were handed the outside lane which 
handed them a nigh impossible 
task for the final. 

Despite this they ran their hearts 
out to finish just outside the medals 
with Alana shipping a nasty injury 

Ardee boys crowned U12 Leinster champs
ATHLETICS Club round-up The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Weber makes his Mark in Monaco

The Monaco Grand Prix is rightly regarded as the most 
prestigious race on the Formula 1 calendar. With the glitz 
and glamour of the French Riviera mixed with Formula 1 
cars racing around the streets of this tiny Principality it is 
clear why this race has been an almost permanent fixture 
in Formula 1.

This year’s race was the 70th edition of the classic Grand 
Prix and it featured the most thrilling finish to a race since 
the 1982 edition. That year the lead changed hands six 
times in the final two laps with drivers crashing, retiring 
with mechanical failure and running out of fuel. It is rightly 
regarded as one of the most action packed climaxes to a 
Grand Prix. Last weekend’s race however produced another 
classic conclusion...

Webber makes it six
Mark Webber claimed his second victory around the 

Monte-Carlo streets following a race long battle with Nico 
Rosberg. The pair were never separated by more than a 
couple of seconds throughout the 78 lap race but the 
Australian was sure-footed throughout and held off his 
German rival by just half a second at the finish.

Webber’s victory made him the sixth different winner from 
the opening six races of the 2012 season, the first time in 
history that the season has opened with so many different 
winners, after a superb finish to the race saw the top six 
finish within six seconds of one another.

The race saw action from the start with a slow starting 
Romain Grosjean engulfed by the field. The Lotus driver 
was not alone in struggling at the start, Lewis hamilton 
later complained that he suffered lots of wheel spin,and 
was squeezed off the line as the pack of 24 cars funneled 
towards the bottleneck of the first corner, Saint Devote.

Michael Schumacher set the fastest time in qualifying but 
the German was relegated to sixth on the grid as a result 
of a penalty for crashing into Bruno Senna at the previous 
race. The seven times world champion however made a 
great getaway and was trying to drive around the outside 
of Grosjean when the Frenchman started to ease his way 
towards the crash barriers.

Schumacher had nowhere to go and the pair collided. 
Grosjean was out of the race and it was a miracle that 
Schumacher’s Mercedes was able to continue. 

After inheriting the pole position following Schumacher’s 
woes Webber made a great start and easily led into the first 
corner from Nico Rosberg and Lewis hamilton.

The opening stint of the race saw last year’s victor, 
Sebastian Vettel, pacing himself and save his tyres. The 
reigning champion qualified ninth and used a one stop 
strategy to quietly move through the field.

Fernando Alonso qualified in fifth and spent the opening 
third in the fourth with his teammate, Felipe Massa, in close 
quarters behind him. Towards the end of his stint on the 
option tyre Alonso started to pull away from Massa and close 
on hamilton. Making an earlier pitstop put him in a position 
to leapfrog the McLaren. The championship leader has made 
a tremendous start to the campaign with a series of stunning 
drives and Monaco was no exception.

Final stages sees close leading pack
Following his pitstop Vettel emerged from the pits in third 

position and hot on the heels of Rosberg. The leading pack 
of drivers started to close dramatically in the final 15 laps 
with Webber clearly starting to struggle with tyre wear. 

The race ran under the constant threat of rain but it took 
until the final laps before light rain started fall. It was little 
more than an inconvenience for the drivers and they were 
able to continue on slick tyres but with the track clearly 
losing grip the potential for a mistake was easy.

In the closing stages of the race Alonso was once more 
able to set a stunning pace and the gap to the podium places 
was diminishing with every sector. Behind him hamilton and 
Massa, who had both spent the stint saving their tyres for a 
late race battle, also had the scent of victory.

With five laps to go the six drivers were separated by 
just three seconds when they met traffic. Webber made it 
through the back-markers easier than the rest and started 
to open a slight lead with hamilton and Massa losing touch 
after difficulty overtaking heikki Kovalainen and Sergio 
Perez.

With a cushion to Rosberg and the inherit difficultly of 
overtaking on the street circuit Webber was able to hold on 
to the win and continue his consistent start to the season. 
The Australian was comfortably beaten by Vettel last year 
but he has a much better understanding of the Pirelli tyres 
and is now a genuine title threat again. The result sees him 
move level with Vettel just three points behind Alonso in the 
championship standings.

in a fall at the finish line.
The boys U11 team of Dillon 

Conophy, Cameron Moran, George 
Maas qualified for the final however 
the boys were unable to take their 
place in the final as Ruairi, who ran 
through the pain barrier in the semi 
final, wasn’t fit to go to post.

The girls U10 squad of Ellie 
Gorham, Emma Coleman, Ellen 
Murphy and Patricia Jumbogula 
were one of the clubs main hopes 
for the day, however in another 
cruel twist of fate their race was 
over almost before it began with 
poor Ellie ending up like Alana with 
a visit to first aid after a crashing fall 
on the first leg. 

With the speedy local Blackrock 
team winning the final easily these 
girls can take solace in the fact that 
given a clear round they would 
have surely been in with a great 
chance of a medal on their recent 
form against their north Louth 
neighbours.

The girls U14 squad of niamh 
Hayes, Kate O’Connor, Kate Smyth, 
Gina Apke Moses, Orla Buckley and 
Caitlin Mulholland competed in a 
highly competitive girls U14 final 
and gave an excellent performance 
finishing fast but just leaving 
themselves to much ground to 
make up to win a medal. 

With some of the team only 
recent recruits to the sport these 
young ladies can bridge the gap 
for next year if they continue their 
hard work in training.

Although no medals were in the 
bag these young boys and girls can 
be rightfully proud of their brave 
efforts and the experience will 
make them stronger for their future 
efforts.

next on the list is the Leinster 
juvenile team event on bank 
holiday Monday June 4 followed by 
the U9, 10 and 11 pairs competition 
and U12 individual championships 
on June 9. 

Training continues every Tuesday 
and thursday from 6.30-7.30 pm at 
Young irelands GFC new members 
always welcome.

Blackrock AC
BLACKROCK AC athletes were 
on show at two venues over last 
weekend. 

On Saturday May 26, thirty five 
graced the stage for the Louth 
Finals of the Community Games in 
Drogheda; and on Sunday May 27, 
thirty three sprinters travelled to 
Tullamore for the Leinster Juvenile 
4 x 100m Relay Championships. 

The U9 Girls opened Blackrock’s 
account in Tullamore, running 
superbly against the best that 
Leinster could throw at them, 
and their endeavours resulted in 
a fine Bronze for niamh Cassidy, 
Meabh Fee, Lily McEntaggart, 
Laura Cosgrove, Aibhlish Todd and 
Rachel Lynch.

They were followed onto the 
track by the U11 Girls Rachel Smith, 
Holly McEntaggart, neasa Reilly, 
Aoibhinn McMahon and Sara 
Morgan who, despite great speed 
and crisp baton changing, were just 
run out of a place in the final. 

Tragedy then struck for the 
U13 Girls who have been regular 
Leinster medalists over the last two 
years. 

These excellent sprinters Grace 
Brosnan, Clodagh Roe, Gemma 
McCrave, Abi O’Connor, Shauna 
McMahon and  Kelly Breen having 
run a super semi final finished an 
agonizingly close fourth in the 
final.

Blackrock’s serial medal 
winners, the U17 Girls, Amy Smith, 
Meghan Hoey, Meghan McGuigan, 
Annabelle Morris and Rebecca 
Carr, though only taking a Bronze 
in the 4x100m this year, also took a 
silver in the 4x300m. 

So, they can be well content that 

they have reached the irish Finals 
yet again, and this time in two 
relays. 

But joy was eventually to come 
Blackrock’s way courtesy of the 
U10 Girls in the shape of glistening 
gold. 

This very promising squad of 
neasa Reilly, Aoibhinn McMahon, 
Caoilfhionn McCarthy, Aoife 
O’Brien, Eimear Fee and Eve 
Brosnan won the first heat in a time 
fractionally faster than second heat 
winners St Cocas. 

But in the final they ran 
magnificently to take the crown by 
over ten metres. 

it was a great result for these very 
committed young athletes. Well 
done girls.

The U12 Girls,despite running 
very well, could unfortunately not 
follow that. 

Penny Morris, Kelly Breen, Sara 
Morgan, Mia Smith and Sorcha 
Cassidy are another promising 
team, and they finished ninth in 
Leinster which is a very creditable 
performance.

Finally another strong Blackrock 
team who regularly take Leinster 
medals were at it again. 

The U16 Girls of Annabelle 
Morris, Aine McElarney, Erica 
Murphy and Eva Hoey ran 
extremely well to bring home the 
last medal of the day in the form of 
more shining silver.

On the Saturday at the 
Community Games, Blackrock and 
Haggardstown’s  Holly McEntaggart 
and Aoife O’Brien ran fine races to 
come in third and fourth in the U10 
Girls Hurdles. 

At U8 level, Holly’s speedy little 
sister Lily came fourth in the 60m 
followed closely by Alex Bewley and 
Tia Power, whilst in the 80m, a great 
gold was won by Maebh Fee with 
the very promising Ciara O’Brien 
close at heel in third. 

The U8 Boys 60m saw the 
Mcnamara twins Liam and 
Thomas running big races; whilst 
the 80m was a very close call with 
Leo MacRuairi winning a fine silver 
medal (beaten by a nose) ahead of 
Senan McCarthy.  

Back at the U10s, the Girls 
100m saw Caoilfhionn McCarthy, 
Rachel Smith and Eve Brosnan  
running close up, and neasa Reilly 
dominating the 200m for gold with  
Beth Hughes and Sarah Kelly in 
behind. 

Another gold came Blackrock 
and Haggardstown’s way in the U10 
Boys 100m via Cillian Duffy, with 
Senan Carroll also having a great 
run in what was a very competitive 
race.

Jonah Power finished third in 
the 200m followed closely by Josh 
Hanna and Cameron Duffy.  

Moving up to U12, Ava Kiernan 
ran a gritty 600m against stiff 
competition, whilst Clodagh 
Lynch and Mia Smith represented 
Blackrock and Haggardstown (B 
and H) in the ball throw. 

For the Boys, Aidan Curtin gained 
a splendid silver in the 100m with 
Ronan Greene in fourth; and in 
the 600m Liam O’Callaghan, Finn 
Reilly and Liam McDonnell carried 
the B and H flag.

At U14, Gemma McCrave shone 
for bronze in the 60m Hurdles, and 
Grace Brosnan ran her usual great 
race in the Girls 100m. 

Clodagh Shine took bronze in 
the Long Jump. 

For the boys, Odhran Duffy and 
Ronan Baldwin ran well in the 
800m.

The day ended with the relays, 
where Caoilfhionn McCarthy, 
Rachel Smith, Cillian Duffy and 
Jonah Power took a super silver in 
the U10 Mixed relay.

At U12 Girls, Ava Kiernan, Rachel 
O’Brien, Aoife O’Brien and neasa 
Reilly took fourth. 

Then came the amazing run 
from that very talented bunch 

of boys Liam McDonnell, Liam 
O’Callaghan, Ronan Greene 
and Aidan Curtin who blew 
the competition away to win a 
tremendous gold.

Finally, there was a silver finish to 
the day in the U13 Mixed relay with 
Gemma McCrave, Grace Brosnan, 
Finn Reilly and Odhran Duffy.  

Maebh Fee, neasa Reilly, Cillian 

Duffy and the Boys U12 relay team 
will now travel to Athlone in August 
as the Louth representatives in 
the Community Games national 
Finals. 

And the five relay squad medal 
winners in the Leinsters will 
grace the AAi irish Finals back in 
Tullamore in July. Good luck to 
them all

U12 100m winners at Community Games on Saturday. Chloe Barry 
Glenmore AC 1st.

Ciara O’Brien of Blackrock AC at the weekend.

Gary Campbell, Dunleer AC winner of the U16 Boys beach race at 
Blackrock recently.


