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SOCCER Shamrocks FC 50th Anniversary Night           EQUESTRIANThe Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Vettel holds off Hamilton

SebaStian Vettel’s march to retaining the Formula 1 world 
championship continued unabated in barcelona last weekend. the 
German clinched his fourth victory from the opening five races of 
2011 with a superb defensive drive at the front of the field to win 
the race by less than one second from Lewis Hamilton.

the duo put on a stunning show for the Spanish fans and 
dominated the race once they had cleared local hero Fernando 
alonso. the Ferrari driver made a stunning start to the race and 
forced his way into the lead but ultimately his pace deteriorated as 
the race progressed and he was left to finish a lonely fifth.

the battle at the front though was white hot with Hamilton 
putting Vettel under immense pressure. it was a stunning 
performance from the englishman who was just under one second 
off the pace of the Red bull’s in qualifying but, not for the first time 
in 2011, we saw that this pace was not transferred into the race 
for Red bull.

there are many possible reasons why Red bull could not 
dominate the race as their qualifying form suggested they should. 
With no refuelling qualifying on low fuel gives an inaccurate picture 
of how races will actually develop. it is clear that the McLaren, 
and possibly the Ferrari, are quite comfortable with high fuel loads 
while the advantage that the Red bull enjoys on low fuel clearly 
does not translate to their early race pace.

Tyre life more important than ever
this race showed once more just how important tyres are in 

modern day Formula 1. Hamilton stayed out longer on his tyres 
in the first and second stints and managed to stay in contention 
with Vettel after closing down a near seven second deficient to the 
race leader. it was an inspired decision by McLaren and allowed 
Hamilton to take advantage of his fresher tyres to close the gap 
to the Red bull.

With Hamilton now applying the pressure at the front it seemed 
like only a matter of time before he would find a way past Vettel. 
Unfortunately for Hamilton he could not get close enough to the 
reigning champion and had to settle for second.

the strategy of Hamilton was better than Vettel’s but some 
superb driving from Vettel clinched the win. Following his first pit 
stop the Red bull emerged from the pit lane just behind Michael 
Schumacher, nico Rosberg, Felipe Massa and Jenson button. it 
seemed that Vettel’s chances of winning the race were dashed by 
coming out in such heavy traffic.

However in typically characteristic style he forced his way past 
button at turn five and Massa coming into the stadium section. 
When Schumacher pitted Vettel easily moved past Rosberg on the 
home straight, taking advantage of his DRS. in the space of one lap 
he cleared four cars and saved his race. 

even though Vettel remained behind alonso after the opening 
stint these overtaking moves were the foundation of his victory.

No rest as F1 heads to Monaco
Formula 1 moves to Monte Carlo this weekend with the first 

back to back races of the year. Red bull was victorious last year 
with Mark Webber at the wheel but the australian is struggling to 
find his form with the new Pirelli tyres. even though he took pole 
position in barcelona it seems that Vettel has his card marked at 
every turn. if Webber is mount a title charge this year it needs to 
start in Monaco. 

While in their previous two seasons as teammates Webber 
clearly could compete with Vettel this season the German has been 
a step ahead at each race and Webber has been left to feed on the 
scraps from the Red bull table.

even though Webber secured his first pole position of the year 
in Spain Vettel struck numerous mental blows over the weekend. 
in Free Practice 3 the champion went out for only one lap and set 
the fastest time. in qualifying while hampered by a lack of KeRS 
Vettel there was barely a nose between the two Red bulls over 
their single flying laps.

Obviously the biggest blow was struck on Sunday when Webber 
languished to a fourth place finish unable to find a way past button 
having struggled in alonso’s wake earlier. this weekend’s race is 
therefore crucial for Webber but with Vettel in such fine form it 
seems highly unlikely that Webber will find the magic formula to 
defeat his teammate.

Hamilton though will be looking forward to Monaco. the former 
champion was victorious in the principality in his title winning 2008 
season and he always shines on the street circuit. this should be 
another opportunity for him to show his class and this weekend’s 
race could be pivotal for the championship.

if Vettel can win again he would open up a mammoth title lead 
but if Hamilton can defeat him the tide could start to turn and the 
2011 title fight could be as thrilling as the racing has been up to 
this point.

Sebastian Vettel on his way to victory in Barcelona.

Left: Kevin Clarke and Tony Kellegher at the Shamrocks FC 50th Anniversary Night in the Rugby Club last 
weekend. Right: Former players Peadar Noone and Joe Fisher.

Left: Former players and now managers, Brendan Casey, Liam Lyndsay and Leslie Callan. Right: Gerry and 
John McKeever at the Shamrocks FC 50th Anniversary Night in the Rugby Club last weekend.

Left: Georgie McEneaney and Tommy Campbell. Right: Barry Casey and his father, Tom, from Fatima at the 
Shamrocks FC 50th Anniversary Night in the Rugby Club last weekend.

Left: Larry Casey, Patrick McDonagh and Gareth Mully. Right: Jim McKeever and Larry O’Rourke at the  
Shamrocks FC 50th Anniversary Night in the Rugby Club last weekend. Pictures: Arthur Kinahan.

Ravensdale  
Lodge 
Equestrian 
Centre  
Results and 
News
Week three outdoor sum-
mer horse league

1M CLASS: M. Fallon’s Le 
Petit Lorado (J. Floody).

1,10M CLASS: Divided 
between Eileen Duggan’s 
Bronson De Reve (J. 
Floody), Michael Mc 
Aleese’s The Sweeper (M. 
Mc Aleese), M. Smith’s 
Toscana (J. Floody), Tom 
Mac Guinness’ Dunsoghly 
Foxy (T. Mac Guinness), 
M. Fallon’s Le Petit Lorado 
(J. Floody).

1.20M CLASS: Divided 
between, M. Smith’s 
Toscana (J. Floody) & 
Bronson De Reve (J. 
Floody).

1.30M CLASS: # 1 P. J 
Munnelly’s Dervish (J. 
Floody) & E. Ruane’s 
Currower Cruise (J. 
Floody).

Outdoor summer 
horse league continues 
Wednesday June 1 and 
every Wednesday to 
Wednesday July 13 (no 
jumping Wednesday 25th 
due to Grand Prix show). 
Classes 80cm (m) to 1.30m 
(m), start time 11am. 

Weekend show featuring 
the Longines sponsored 
National Grand Prix 
Saturday 28 and Sunday 
May 29. Start time 9am 
both arenas, both days.

Ravensdale Lodge offers 
world-class facilities at 
unbeatable value for 
money. 

For further information 
on these or any 
forthcoming events, 
lessons, treks, facility hire, 
advertising or sponsorship 
opportunities please 
contact Ravensdale Lodge 
on +353 (0) 42 9371034, + 
353 (0) 87 2306603, email 
info@ravensdalelodge.
com or log on to www.
ravensdalelodge.com

Carlingford 
Riding and 
Pony Club 
Results
Dressage League Week 
One

INTRO A - 1st: (Shera) Liz 
Moran (73%); 2nd: (Jessie)  
Emma Jane Buchannan 
(67.3%); 3rd: (Finn) 
Caroline Buchannan 
(62.1%); 4th: (Monty) 
Sue O’Gorman (61.7%); 
5th: (Lucinda) Geraldine 
Bradley (55%).

PRELIM 4 - 1st: (Ludovik) 
Jill Hobson (77.2%); 2nd: 
(Dreamcatcher) Lisa 
O’Gorman (70.9%); 3rd: 
(Rio) Mary Cosgrove 
(65.45%); 4th: (Casey) Kate 
Thornton (60.45%).

PRELIM 13 - 1st: 
(Ludovic) Jill Hobson 
(80%); 2nd: (Carmen) 
Eileen Garvey (78.3%); 
3rd: (Rio) Mary Cosgrove 
(65.45%); 4th: Cathy 
FItzmaurice (68.33%). For 
details contact Cairlinn 
Carroll on 087 6790691.
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CYCLING Cuchulainn Cycling Club                                                             ATHLETICS Felda 10k

Taking part in the Felda 10K Run on Saturday were: 
Bronagh Larkin, Ursula Lawless, Debbie Mullen and 
Sabrina Mulholland. 

Robert Kinahan from Felda gives the pre-race  
instructions at the 10K Run last Saturday.

Raymond and Marion Woods getting ready for last 
Saturday’s Felda 10K Run. 

Ciaran Carthy and Jason Hill getting ready to set off 
in the Felda 10K Run on Saturday morning.

Conor O’Neill pictured with Martin Coyne from Anna-
gassan  at Saturday’s Felda 10K Run.  Competitors in action at the start of the Felda 10K race on Saturday morning. Pictures: Arthur Kinahan.

THE Cuchulainn Mountain Bike 
League continued on Tuesday 
night with Sandra O`Hagan 
setting off first. 

The course headed up into the 
Cooley Mountains and Sandra 
held the lead right to the top of 
the final climb before finally 
coming in in 7th position. First 
to pass her was John Sharkey 
who had started just behind her. 
John rode strongly all the way to 
the line to take the win. 

Next home were a pair from 
group four, last week’s winner 
Seamus McEvoy in second, who 
narrowly held off Niall O`Flaherty. 
Niall used his considerable 
descending skills to make his way 
up the field. 

Rounding out the top five were 
group five riders Stephen Kelleher 
and John Grace. By the end there 
was very little in terms of time 
gaps from first all the way back 
showing the the handicapping 
system has been well thought 
out.

On Thursday night it was the 
turn of the road riders in the FPM 
Accountants Summer Cycling 
League. Again there was a big 
turn out of over 60 riders, split 
into six groups, with 18 minutes 
separating the first to Super 
Scratch. 

As the league goes on the 
groups are becoming more 
efficient at riding together and 
this showed last night as group 
one settled into a good rythem 
with all seven riders contributing 
to the pace. Behind them group 
four quickly set about catching 
the groups ahead, while by the 
half way mark Super Scratch had 
caught Scratch. This was in no 
small part due to the hard work of 
Alan Gray whom has hit a strong 
vein of form recently.

As the line approached group 
four had caught groups two and 
three and had actually thought 
they had caught the leading 
group. However this was not the 
case and it was this group home 
first. 

Winning the sprint was 
Gary Winterloch, a resident of 
Dundalk but originally from 
Tuam in the West. Second place 
was another visitor, Bohermeen’s 
Kathleen Gill Croal and the first 
Cuchulainn rider in 3rd Mickey 
Stokes. Colman Ledwith was 4th 
ahead of Suzy Mackin and John 
McLoughlin. 

Less than 60 secnds later Declan 
Gray led home the combined 
bunch of groups two, three and 
four, to take 8th position ahead 
of Peter Comming. 

Finally behind them Alan Gray 
took out the sprint amongst 
the scratch riders beating off 
Dermot Keeland and Damien 
Trainer. Unfortunately a touch 
of wheels saw Bohermeen’s Chris 
Reilly come down, however it 
was quickly seen to by the race 
ambulance.

On Sunday the An Post Rás 
started in the county Meath 
town of Dunboyne. This year the 

club has two former members 
riding with the Meath Stamullen 
team. Derek Finnegan of 
Carrickmacross, now residing 
in Liverpoool and Tony Brady of 
Shercock, now living in California, 
both rode with Cuchulainn in the 
early 90s. 

This will be Tony’s 3rd Rás and 
Derek’s 1st. The first stage saw 
the riders cover 150km en route 
to Portumna and was won by 
England’s Dean Downing of the 
Rapha Condor Team. Derek had a 
great result finishing 15th on the 
stage while Tony finished further 
back safely in the main field.

it was a good weekend for owner Danny Cawley and 
trainer ann baxter. the Dublin-based duo combined 
to score a double at Harold’s Cross on Friday night 
- the progressive sprinter, Chasing Willyjoe, one of  
the winners – and followed with another double at 
Dowdallshill.

Off Your Rocker and Haveitall Mayo – the latter, like 
Chasing Willyjoe, surely named  with owner Cawley’s 
native county in mind – both succeeded in the opening 
round of the Fairways Hotel 525, Off Your Rocker coming 
in with a fastest-of-the-session 28.84.

Having a first run at the track in over a year-and-a-
half, Off Your Rocker met a number of really smart sorts 
in his most recent outings at Shelbourne Park, and not 
enjoying the clearest of runs in any of them, didn’t 
figure. 

the son of Honcho Classic and Shanteen Lass had a 
more trouble-free passage in this outing, bolting from 
five and taking a useful lead around the opening corner. 
a two-length advantage over Hetaughtmewell was 
increased as the race progressed, and the now winner of 
eight finished four lengths clear of Dunbro Lilly, with the 

favourite, Drogheda-based Monleek Conroy, the other to 
qualify for next Saturday night’s semi-finals.

Haveitall Mayo is a Harold’s Cross regular, and was 
competing at the ‘Hill for the first time when lining up 
for the fourth heat. He hadn’t the most promising of 
positions rounding the opening turn, but an impressive 
burst of pace early in the back straight saw him go clear 
of the bunch.

the Droopys Kewell dog ran all the way to win by a 
comfortable four lengths from Live Life, who was one of 
a number of met with trouble at the opening bend. torrac 
took third, just over six lengths off the 29.07 winner.

equaliser was good on the clock as well. John McCall’s 
tyrone runner clocked 28.89, showing the kind of form 
that had him on eight wins going into the race.

a quick break was a huge help to the son of Yeah 
Man and banana Republic. He had a lead on the aidan 
Lee-trained  Glydeview top entering the back straight, 
and while there were changes in order behind him, the 
75-pounder had it all to himself up front. He completed 
the course just over two lengths ahead of any Questions, 
who was at  his best in the home straight. Gilford Driver, 
owned by berian and Laurence Jones, finished third.

Rathglass King, successful in the other qualifier, had 
the slowest time of the four winners, 29.18, but it would 
be unwise to dismiss this lad. He’s had just nine races, 
and this one was his first over the circuit.

this is the latest in a number of competitions 
sponsored by the Fairways Hotel, and  carries a first prize 
of €1,000. 

Feature of Friday night’s Dowdallshill meeting, which 
was a benefit for St Vincent’s Secondary School, was the  
final of 600 competition, and it resulted in a one-two for 
Garristown, Co Dublin trainer, Liam O’Rourke, ashcarne 
Jack leading home from Oh black betty.

the graded part of the card produced a winner for 
Raymond bellew’s local kennel, blame the Ref leading 
throughout to score by almost four lengths from Gatillo 
Hawk.

and there was also a win for Come On Lamps, recently 
acquired by togher men, Michael Doyle and thomas 
butterly. trained by Swedish-born Catherine Johansson, 
the top Honcho dog was winning for the second time in 
new ownership. He finished well to grab a two-length 
victory in a useful 29.29.  

By Joe Carroll

Weekend four-timer for Danny and Ann
GREYHOUNDS Dundalk Stadium

Sharkey takes the line

Former Cuchulainn Rider Tony 
Brady in action in The An Post 
Rás last weekend.


