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The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Stewards rob Simoncelli of first podium
Casey stoner, Dani Pedrosa, Jorge Lorenzo, Marco simoncelli, 
andrea Dovizioso, Valentino Rossi...it has been a long time since 
there was this much competition at the front of the MotoGP field. 
While Rossi is clearly hampered by a poor bike and Dovizioso flat-
tered by a works Honda it is clear that 2011 looks set to be one 
of the most competitive seasons in Grand Prix history.

In a field of 17 riders in the premier class there are 14 world 
champions with Randy de Puniet, Hector Barbera and Karel 
abraham the odd men out. There has not been such a spread of 
talent in the premier class since the early nineties when the likes 
of Kevin schwantz, Wayne Rainey, Mick Doohan, eddie Lawson, 
Wayne Gardner, alex Criville, John Kocinski, Luca Cadalora and 
Randy Mamola all raced one another.

By 1995 Doohan had started to dominate the world championship 
as his rivals retired. This “golden age” lasted for just a handful of 
seasons and in the future the current crop of riders should be just 
as highly regarded.

The depth of talent in MotoGP at present is such that there 
is little to choose between the leading riders. This has led to 
simmering tensions boiling over in recent weeks with simoncelli 
at the centre of an argument over his riding style. In the lead up to 
the previous race, at estoril, reigning champion Lorenzo made clear 
his discontent with his Italian rival. Lorenzo focused on an incident 
at the final race of last season when simoncelli forced his way past 
the world champion.

The pair touched and Lorenzo was lucky to avoid crashing but 
there was also little doubt that it was a hard but fair move by 
simoncelli. The Gresini Honda rider grew in confidence throughout 
the second half of 2010 and throughout the winter he made clear 
his intentions for 2011 by setting a stunning pace at the sepang 
tests.
Simoncelli’s aggression comes under fire

While simoncelli’s style has come under focus it has also become 
clear that the tensions amongst leading riders have become frayed 
because of the new found competition at the front. simoncelli 
gained a reputation as a hard charging, no nonsense rider in 
his formative years in the GP paddock. His exploits in the 125cc 
and 250cc classes were always tempered by the frequency of his 
accidents. However, since graduating to MotoGP he has curbed this 
behaviour and has employed hard but fair tactics throughout his 22 
starts in the premier class.

On sunday however simoncelli’s reputation cost him dearly. Two 
thirds of the way through the race he started to close down on Dani 
Pedrosa and coming into the slow Garage Vert hairpin he found a 
way past Pedrosa for second. simoncelli, chasing his first podium 
in MotoGP, was riding beautifully and it was clear that Pedrosa 
would need to force his way past immediately if he was to retain 
the position.

The spaniard exited the hairpin better than his rival and under 
braking into the esses Pedrosa tried to out brake simoncelli. On 
the tighter inside line Pedrosa hit a bump and his rear wheel rose 
off the ground with his left foot coming off the peg. It seemed 
like there was little or no chance of Pedrosa making the apex and 
taking the position.

at the same time simoncelli was defending the position and 
keen to drive around the outside of Pedrosa so that he would have 
the inside line into the next corner. simoncelli left his braking later 
than Pedrosa and by the time they were peeling into the third gear 
left hander simoncelli was ahead.

Pedrosa couldn’t stop and his front wheel tucked under 
simoncelli causing the spaniard to crash, breaking his collarbone. 
It seemed like a normal racing accident; both riders unwilling to 
cede the corner and blame equally shared between them. It was 
obviously unfortunate that Pedrosa crashed but that’s racing and 
riders have to take the rough with the smooth.

Race control did not see it that way and penalised simoncelli 
with a ride through penalty for an illegal manoeuvre. How exactly 
simoncelli made an illegal manoeuvre is very difficult to see. He did 
not stray outside of the confines of the white lines, he was clearly 
ahead of Pedrosa when they clashed and he was on the racing line. 
It was hard but fair racing and it was daylight robbery to see the 24 
year old robbed of his first podium.

His reputation did him no favours with the stewards, or indeed 
Pedrosa. The stewards clearly felt that this was the time to make 
an example of simoncelli and show him what is acceptable on the 
race track. The comments of Lorenzo and Dovizioso throughout the 
last month clearly fuelled their thought process and as a result they 
will feel justified with their decision.

The incident was also fuelled by simoncelli’s reputation amongst 
the rest of the MotoGP riders. If Pedrosa had pulled out of making 
the move simoncelli would have gained a distinct advantage over 
his rival and made it clear that he was not to be challenged on 
track. simoncelli obviously could not step back from a fight and 
needed to cement his reputation as an aggressive rider.

as a result both riders went into the corner fuelled by a desire 
to come out of it ahead. Both were willing to place their bikes in 
harm’s way and were willing to have an accident. There was no 
party in the wrong they were both racing exceptionally hard and 
willing to push each other to the limit. as it was Pedrosa’s limit was 
lower than simoncelli because of his chosen line into the corner.

When this incident is looked into in detail in the three weeks 
until the next race but ironically this will have done little to deter 
simoncelli from changing his racing style, or change how his rivals 
view his tactics.
Vinales takes his first win

The 125cc class can be easily forgotten about by fans of MotoGP 
with the interest clearly focused on the premier class but it is worth 
noting the success of Maverick Vinales. The 16 year old spaniard, 
in only his fourth Grand Prix, took his first victory after a superb 
performance at Le Mans. He battled hard with Nico Terol throughout 
the race before barging his way past at the final corner to take a 
superb win by just 0.048s. Vinales has looked superb throughout 
the opening races of the season and this result has cemented his 
reputation as a coming man of Grand Prix racing.

CYCLING Cuchulainn Cycling Club

RECENTLY Dundalk’s streets came alive with 
over 1,500 runners as they tackled the 10km 
and half marathons in the excellent Dundalk 
Talk-To-Me Phones Half Marathon Race. 

Now on Sunday June 5 it is the turn of every 
bicycle owner in the county to take to the 
county’s roads for the annual Tour of Louth 
promoted by Cuchulainn Cycling Club. 

Last year this event was voted as Ireland’s 
best cycling tour by the members of Cycling 
Ireland and has been completely re-branded 
for 2011 to include events for children, 
through to beginners and those looking for a 
bit more of a challenge. 

Four separate events all kick off from JJB 
Fitness starting at 10am (sign on opens at 
9am). The first event is a Family Fun Cycle 
of 10km in length, aimed for children as a 
chance to cycle safely on open roads as part 
of a large group. Another event is a 50km 
leisure cycle aimed at beginners. 

The main event is the 100km route which 
tackles the Cooley Mountains, however this 
year participants can opt for a slower 100km 
Tour or the faster 100km Sportive where riders 
receive a gold, silver or bronze medal based 
on their finishing times (all the participants 
in the Tour receive a bronze medal). 

The route heads towards Dunleer and 
Ardee before heading back towards the 
Cooley mountains, taking in the challenging 
Jenkinstown Climb. A food stop is provided 
on the 100km routes and refreshments are 
served at JJB afterwards. An early board entry 
is available online at www.touroflouth.com 
until May 29 of only 20 Euro.

Meanwhile on Thursday last the latest round 
of the FPM Accountants Summer Cycling 
League was held out to Greenore and back. 
56 riders signed on and were spread amongst 
five groups. The first group contained Martin 
McCabe, and the two Neary’s: Brendan and 
Gerard. These three riders were considerably 
stronger than the others and they quickly 
broke away from the rest of the group on the 
way out to Greenore. 

Behind them group four were gaining 
quickly on groups two and three as riders like 
Paul Le Blanc and Henry O’Neill pushed the 
pace. Not long after the turn around groups 
two, three and four all came together and set 
about chasing down the remnants of group 
one. Behind this group scratch were really 
driving hard thanks to newly upgraded A3 
rider Sean Loughran. At the turn around it 
looked as if scratch would catch the large 

group in front, however their pace stalled a 
little on the way home.

At the front of the race the three break 
away riders continued to work together. In 
the sprint Martin McCabe edged out Brendan 
into second and Gerard took third. Behind 
them Paul Magee led out the big group, from 
Kevin Trainor in 5th and Declan Grey in 6th. 
Suzy Mackin was part of this group and was 
first lady home. Less than a minute later Karl 
Dolan led home the scratch group taking the 
special points awarded to them from Peter 
Tomany. 

On Tuesday night round two of the 
Mountain bike league saw Seamus McEvoy 
starting in group four catch and pass all those 
in front of him to take the win. In second 
place was Stephen Kelleher who started even 
further back on the grid in group five, while 
mountain biking newcomer Frank Reihill 
put in a great performance starting in group 
two and holding off some of the fast charges 
behind him for third spot. Sandra O`Hagan 
was the first lady on the night. The league 
had 14 riders sign on, split into six groups 
and continues each Tuesday for the next four 
weeks. The pace on the night was extremely 
fast with riders going over 55km per hour, 
which is fast on a smooth tarmac road, but 
on a stone/mud track is borderline madness!

Open racing was held in Bohermeen on 
Sunday and in the B race Alan Gray took his 
best result ever by placing 6th. This was Alan’s 
first season racing as an A2 category rider 
and he showed his riding prowess when he 
made his way into the main break of the day 
along with eventual winner, Kilcullen’s Sean 
Bracken. 

As the break started to establish itself, 
club mate’s Myles McCorry and Aidan 
Cunningham thwarted any attempts by the 
main field to catch back up to it. Meanwhile 
Sean Loughran was making his competitive 
début in the A3 race and had no problem 
holding his own in his first outing at this 
level.

This Sunday sees the eight day international 
An Post Rás start in the County Meath town 
of Dunboyne, with stage one finishing in 
Portuma. Portuma will have a hard job trying 
to top the welcoming Dundalk gave the field 
on the first stage last May. 

The race covers well over 1,000km before 
finishing in Skerries on Sunday May 29th. 
As always a very competitive field has 
been assembled with strong teams from 

new Zealand, Italy, France and the US all 
participating. 

While Cuchulainn has no current riders 
taking part this year, two former members 
will be riding as part of the Stamullen 
Meath. Derek Finnegan, originally from 
Carrickmacross and now based in Liverpool 
will be undertaking the race for the first time. 
Also Cavan’s Tony Reilly a club rider in the 
early 90s and now living in California will be 
attempting his 4th Rás.

Tour of Louth takes 
place on June 5th

Some of the kids who will be in action during the family 10km cycle on June 5 as part of the Tour of Louth

Carlingford Riding 
and Pony Club
DRESSAGE League continues Sunday 
22, 29 May and 5 June. Tests Intro A, 
Prelim 4, 13 and Novice 25. Open to club 
and non club members.  For booking 
and further information contact: 
carlingfordloughequestrian@eircom.net 
or tel 087 6790691.

Ravensdale Lodge
GOOD news for all who jump in the 
Longines sponsored National Grand Prix 
class at Ravensdale Lodge on Sunday May 
29. 

Not only are the Swiss watchmakers 
sponsoring the three classes in the 
Longines arena where spectacular prizes 
will be on offer such as a Longines watch 
for the winner of the Grand Prix, Longines 
rugs and trophies as well as 1000 Euro 
worth of Weir & Sons Jewellers Dublin 
vouchers, they have also kindly offered to 
provide a Longines “goodie” / promotional 
bag to all who compete in the feature 
class. Worth jumping the class just for the 
“goodie bag”!!

A reminder to readers that the cross 
country season kicks off at Ravensdale 
Lodge this Sunday May 22 when there is a 
“go as you please day” which commences 
at 10am. 

Congratulations to Alexander Butler 
winner of the International Grand Prix 
class at Balmoral on Friday last. Alexander 
used the opportunity to school on the 
superb grass arenas at Ravensdale Lodge 
the Sunday before Balmoral week and it 
certainly seemed to have paid off.
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CRICKET Dundalk Cricket Club                                                                   BADMINTON League

Left: Ardee mixed, Louth Badminton Mixed League 
Under-11 runners-up. Right: Ardee, U-13 runners-up.

Silverbridge, Louth Badminton Mixed League Under-
11 winners.

Dundalk Sports Centre, Louth Badminton Mixed 
League Under-15 winners.

Ardee boys, Louth Badminton Boys League Under-11 
winners.

Ardee Badminton Club won the ladies doubles Leinster 
Grade Four Title in Baldoyle on May 1,  beating Wexford 
in the semi finals and going on to win the Leinster title 
against Offaly in a three set match (21-5, 16-21, 21-16). The 
picture shows club members Patricia Duff and Niamh Reilly.

THE county Louth badminton 
scene has come to an end with 
all the juvenile clubs in the area 
finished for the season.

All five clubs, Cooley, Ardee, 
Darver, Silverbridge and Dundalk 
Sports Centre will resume play in 
September.

Silverbridge will hold a 
three day summer camp at 
the beginning of August while 
Dundalk Sports Centre will be 
running throughout the summer 
on Saturday mornings. They 
also recently held the Eamonn 
Dowdall tournament where there 
was a great turn out of players, 
past and present.

The season has been very 

busy for all the clubs with the 
introduction of a boys league in 
addition to the mixed league. This 
has proved to be very popular but 
has entailed a lot more work for 
the organisers. The format to the 
boys league is different to that of 
the mixed, with the introduction 
of singles matches in addition to 
doubles.

The boys under-11 final was 
won by Ardee who narrowly 
beat DSC in a close contest. The 
under-15 final was won by DSC 
who overcame Silverbridge. 
The under-11 mixed was won 
by Silvebridge who beat Ardee. 
The under-13 mixed was won 
by Darver who beat Ardee and 

the under-15 mixed was won by 
DSC who beat Silverbridge. All 
finals were held in the Dundalk 
Badminton and Tennis Club.

As a result of winning the mixed 
leagues, Silverbridge and DSC 
travelled to Baldoyle in Dublin 
to compete in the Leinster Inter 
league finals. A great day was had 
by all with Silverbridge finishing 
as runners-up in the under-11 
age group; a fine achievement.

The county development 
squads continued throughout 
the year with great success and 
have attracted large numbers of 
players, all eager to improve their 
skills.

The under-17 county team 
travelled to Kilkenny and 
competed in Division Three 
while the under-15 team travelled 
to Baldoyle and competed in 
Division One, coming third in the 
Inter-County finals earlier in the 
year. This was a great result as it 
was the first time a county team 
competed in Division One. 

It is expected that the 
development squads will 
recommence again in September. 
This has proven very important 
at developing skills and also 
encourages juveniles to compete 
in the adult section of the league, 
where they are doing very well.

Badminton season comes to a close
BADMINTON Louth Badminton League

DESPITE the fact that it was not 
ideal cricketing weather, last 
weekend proved to be historic 
for Dundalk Cricket Club - for 
three reasons - as it embarks 
on its final preparations for 
the upcoming Leinster League 
campaign.  

The growth of the club from 
its formation in the autumn of 
2009 was exemplified when the 
club for the first time played no 
less than three matches in the 
one weekend. It is a testimony 
to the popularity of the game 
that so young a club could find 
the resources  to field so many 
players.  

Added to this, the first ever 
century by a Dundalk CC player 
was achieved last weekend 
when Sajan Jayaseelan smacked 
a wonderful 104 not out on the 
Saturday in a thrilling match 
against Clonee.

Furthermore, in the game 
against Clontarf on Sunday, the 
first ever lady player for the club 
Anne Treanor took to the wicket, 
and she came through her debut 
with flying colours.

The weekend began when 
the club travelled to Clonee last 
Saturday and won an enthralling 
battle by two wickets. Clonee 
went in to bat first and posted a 
challenging 176. 

Chasing the total on a fine 
artificial wicket, Dundalk just 
made it in eight wickets with 
the major contribution coming, 
of course, from Sajan’s great 
century. Supporting Sajan were 
Peter Kieran, Mithun Matthews, 
Mark Waller, Adam Waller, Derek 
Turner, Stephen Lines, Derek 
Crilly, Kalkeren Kieran and 
Michael McEvoy.

Dundalk entertained Clontarf 
on Sunday on a slow grass wicket 
out in Dromiskin, the pitch and 
surroundings drawing great 
praise again from the visitors. 

On a blustery dark clouded 
day that thankfully saw no 
interruptions due to rain, the 
home side went down by 72 
runs in the 30 over match which 
not only saw the debut of Anne, 
but also of Rodd Bond. Also 
starring for Dundalk were Bertie 
Mulholland, Shane Gilson, 
Brendan Waters, Phil Osborne, 
Ned Lawrence, Sajan Jayaseelan, 
Adam Waller, Mark Waller and 
Brian Morris.

The third match was also 
played on Sunday, away to a very 
hospitable Waringstown team 
in north County Down. Fielding 
four ex-internationals in their 

number, Waringstown scored 
an impressive 220 runs in their 
allotted 35 overs on the mat. 

Dundalk hit an excellent 164 
in reply, the final wicket falling 
in the 35th over. 

The Dundalk team consisted 
of  Andrew Williams, Michael 
Hughes, Eddie Bosano-Andrews, 
Mithun Mathews, Waleed, Karim, 
Conan Martin, Scott McDonnell, 

Neil O’Callaghan, Michael 
McEvoy and Ian McEvoy. 

Dundalk CC was due to play its 
first Leinster League match next 
weekend against Civil Service in 
the Phoenix Park. However, due 
to  Queen Elizabeth’s visit the 
Park has been closed and the 
game is postponed. It has given 
the club the  opportunity to 
play some Dundalk v Dundalk 

matches  on Saturday and 
Sunday to help sharpen up the 
bowling, batting and fielding for 
the matches to come. 

Meanwhile, on the ground 
in Dromiskin this Wednesday 
May 18, the Dundalk Taverners 
entertain Howth Taverners at 
6pm. The next Taverners game 
will be a bus trip to Armagh on 
Friday June 3.

If England’s First Lady has put 
a stop to Dundalk CCs gallop for 
one week, she has not put a stop 
to Dundalk CC’s First Lady Anne 
Treanor who said after her game 
against Clontarf, where she hit 
her first run, “I loved the game. 
It was great craic. I’m raring to 
go again”. 

So, come on ladies and, indeed, 
gentlemen, get in touch with 
Derek Turner on 087-2627893 
or derek@spiritstore.ie  and ask 
for a game. 

Queen stops Dundalk 
Cricket Club’s gallop

The Dundalk CC team who travelled to Waringstown in north County Down last Sunday. Back 
L-R: Michael Hughes, Neil O’Callaghan, Scott McDonnell, Andrew Williams, Pat Kavanagh (coach), 
Mithun Mathews and Ian McEvoy. Front L-R: Michael McEvoy, Conan Martin, Waleed, Eddie  
Bosano-Andrews and Karim. Inset:  First lady batsmen Anne Treanor hitting her first run in the in 

the match against Clontarf at 
Dromiskin last Sunday.


