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Double top for laverty at Monza
EugEnE Laverty took the first World Superbike victory of his career at 
Monza on Sunday after a dominant performance in the opening race 
of the day saw him capitalise on a mistake by reigning champion Max 
Biaggi to open a comfortable lead over the Italian that he would hold 
to the flag. 

In the second race of the day Laverty fought through the field to 
take another victory after showing a cool head in the final stages to 
overtake his factory Yamaha teammate, Marco Melandri, at the final 
corner. Laverty, in his rookie season in WSBK, looked like a veteran in 
both races but it was amazing to see his confidence in the second race 
as he waited until the very death of the race to make his move. 

Half way through the final lap Melandri make a mistake at the second 
chicane, the Roggia Chicane, and ran wide. At that point it was clear 
that Laverty was in a position to take the lead but the Irishman sensed 
that it could leave him vulnerable to attack at the final corner and 
instead of powering into the lead, as the vast majority of riders would 
have done, he decided to bide his time and stare at his teammate as 
they accelerated through the gears.

Last season in a World Supersport race at Silverstone Laverty did 
much the same thing. He had raced comfortably at the pace of his 
rival, Kenan Sofuoglu, but refused to even attempt a move on the Turk. 
Instead he waited until the final corners to make a daring move for 
the lead. It was a risky strategy last year and seeing as Melandri is a 
former 250gP champion and MotogP race winner it was clear that last 
weekend’s race was far from a foregone conclusion.

But Laverty’s self confidence was rewarded at the final corner when 
he forced Melandri to brake too late and run wide; leaving the door 
wide open for Laverty to sneak through to take the win and show the 
world just how quickly he has adapted to riding a superbike.

Even though his reputation has been cemented with two and a 
half hugely successful seasons in WSS winning in WSBK was a hugely 
important step for the Antrim native to take. This showed that he could 
handle racing the more powerful Superbike. It also showed that he can 
race on slick tyres and most importantly that he could beat a proven 
grand Prix race winner in a wheel to wheel battle.

When it was announced that Laverty and Melandri would be paired 
together this season it was clear that this would be a pivotal year for 
the 24 year old. Melandri came to WSBK still regarded as a fast rider 
with terrific credentials. He would therefore be a perfect yardstick with 
which to measure Laverty.

This race showed that Laverty has the speed and intelligence to race 
with anyone and could be crucial in giving his career the momentum 
needed to race in MotogP in the future. In the last two years the factory 
Yamaha team has been a breeding ground for riders to make the jump 
from WSBK to MotogP.

Ben Spies and Cal Crutchlow both spent one year with the squad 
before leaving for the world of prototype racing with the Tech 3 Yamaha 
squad. With Colin Edwards nearing the end of his grand Prix career 
the path may open for Laverty to return to grand Prix racing. To do so 
he will need to carry the momentum of his double success at Monza 
forward but there is little doubt that Laverty has the talent, intelligence 
and temperament needed to make such a move possible.

Vettel and F1 get stronger
Reigning champion Sebastian Vettel has opened a 34 point lead 

at the head of the championship standings in Formula 1 following 
his Turkish grand Prix victory but there is little reason for fans to get 
disenchanted with the dominance that the german is enjoying at the 
head of the standings after four races.

This season is very different to the years when Michael Schumacher 
would open a commanding, and indeed unassailable, championship 
lead after a handful of races. Whereas the Schumacher era was 
dominated by races that the majority of fans deemed processional and 
boring the four races so far in 2011 have been the opposite.

Turkey did not reach the excitement levels of China but with the 
majority of the field needing to make four stops it was clear that there 
was lots of potential for excitement in the pits. It seemed that Lewis 
Hamilton was at the centre of much of this excitement. The former 
champion made his first stop trailing Felipe Massa but a faster stop 
saw him emerge ahead of the Brazilian, after racing down the pitlane 
side by side.

A later stop though saw Hamilton lose 15 seconds to a faulty wheel 
nut. In the past this would have been catastrophic but in 2011 it proved 
merely an inconvenience. Overtaking, previously the Holy grail of 
Formula 1, in now much easier with KERS, DRS and highly degradable 
Pirelli tyres ably assisting the drivers in their efforts.

Overtaking...what a drag
When it was announced that DRS, the drag reduction system, was to 

be used this year it was met with an outcry from purists who said that 
it would make a mockery of the sport. Personally I generally side with 
maintaining the integrity of the sport but, on the basis of the season 
thus far, it is hard to argue with how effective the system has been in 
achieving its goals of increasing overtaking.

The device allows drivers to change the plane of their rear wing, 
reduce the angle of attack, and therefore reduce their aerodynamic 
drag and therefore increase their speed and allow them to make an 
overtaking move on the car in front. 

To get an illustration of just how effective the system is would be 
to roll down the window of a car and hang your hand outside. If you 
have your palm is facing the wind it requires a lot of force to move 
it. Whereas when your palm is facing the ground it cuts through the 
air easily. The rear wing of a Formula 1 car achieves the same effect 
when the DRS is activated giving the chasing driver a huge increase 
in speed.

In Turkey it was a bit too easy with the zone slightly too long with 
drivers making overtaking moves quite a distance before the braking 
zone on numerous occasions but the FIA will learn from this and tweak 
the deployment of the device in a bid to still maintain the challenge of 
overtaking. As ever a balance is needed to maintain the challenge while 
not making it impossible to overtake.

Kernans Equestrian centre
Bank Holiday Monday results

90CMS DIVIDED- 1, A. Hylands’s Ballinfull 
Cruise (Gary Hylands); 1, B. Mc Cann’s 
Jumingdale Cavalux (Hollly Gordon); 1, L. 
Calvert’s Libertina Clover (Mark Calvert); 1, 
I. Kerr’s McVeigh (Stephen Mc Manus); 1, A. 
Kelly’s Penann’s Lady Mourne (Orlagh Kelly); 1, 
F. Sullivan’s Tullyallen Ben (Lydia Byfalt); 1, 

1M DIVIDED- 1, V. Clarke’s Shalom Moon 
River (Victoria Clarke); 1, C. M. Armstrong’s 
Cornascriebe Clover (Carol M Armstrong); 1, J. 
Mc Kinney’s Lissyegan Cruise Dream (Joanne 
Mc Kinney); 1, R. Nethercote’s Premier KD Clover 
(Gareth Nethercote); 1, R. Garrett’s Gortgarron 
Autumn Breeze (Richard James Skillen); 1, 
L. Skillen’s Cregmore Hughie (Richard James 
Skillen); 1, E. Mulligan’s Bob Douglas (Edward 
Mulligan); 1, L. Mc Sorley’s Ferro lane (Conor 
Mc Eneaney); 1, J. Curran’s Kilbrickan (Joanna 
Curran); 1, M. Mc Allister’s Whistle Dixie (Ryan 
O’Neill); 

1.10M- 1, E. A Craig’s Glenlossie (Deborah 
Palmer); 2, J. Curran’s Kilbrickan (James Curran); 
3, P. mc Laughlin’s Shanvey Diamond (Brian 

Quigley); 4, L. Spratt’s Harpers Diamond (Lisa 
Spratt); 5, S. Beattie’s The Gangsters Diamond 
(Sarah- Jane Beattie); 6, A. Hylands’s Picanto 

(Amanda Hylands); 
1.20M- 1, S. Posnett’s Karmijn (Suzanne 

Posnett); 2, D. Campbell’s Derryinver Luxury 
Cruise (Harry Marshall); 3, S. Smyth’s Diktor Van 
Het Keizershof (Deborah Palmer); 4, M. Beattie’s 
Down Town Lady (Michael Beattie); 5, M. 
Gallagher’s Quick Step T (Tracey Gallagher); 6, J. 
Mc Kinney’s Seaview Lass (Joanne Mc Kinney);

1.30M- 1, D. Prentice BMW’s Qualisca De 
Vansichant (Edward Little); 2, A. Doherty’s Fitz 
(Anita Doherty); 3, N. Byrne’s Regular Touch 
(Niall Byrne); 4, H. Marshall’s C.N.C (Harry 
Marshall); 5, P. Murphy’s Wallisa (Barry Murphy); 
6, H. Marshall’s Whisper (Kristopher Marshall); 
7, B. Doherty’s Ben Mullier (James Kernan).

carlingford Pony club
DRESSAGE League commences Sunday May 15 
and runs on May 22, 29 May and June 5.  Tests in 
Preliminary 4, 13 and Novice 25. Open to club 
and non club members. 

For booking and further information contact 
carlingfordloughequestrian@eircom.net or 
telephone 087 6790691.

Kernan Equestrian centre proprietor James 
Kernan presenting Mini grand Prix 1st 
prize winner Edward little on D Prentice 
BMW’s “Qualisca De Vansichant”  with his 
rosette on Easter Monday.

EQUESTRiAn Kernan’s Equestrian centre

CUCHULAINN’S All Ireland 
100 mile record holder, Bryan 
McCrystal pushed his endurance 
skills to the limit to claim victory 
in the Tour of the Mournes on 
Sunday. 

He rode clear of the eighty-
strong field in the opening miles 
of the event promoted by Newry 
Wheelers and as the race sped 
along the coast he gradually 
built up a clear advantage on the 
chasers. 

Despite the strong winds and 
the best attempts of the chasing 
groups, Bryan was never in any 
danger of getting caught and 
crossed the line with over two 
minutes to spare over the second 
placed Belfast rider, Gary Crory.

The Noel and Kieran 
Hammond Memorial race was 
held last Saturday in Wicklow, 
with the A4 race won by our own 
Dermot Keelan. The race was run 
over 2 x 25 km laps. Dermot, and 

team mate Sean Loughran, were 
in the thick of the action all day 
but despite this a bunch sprint 
looked inevitable. 

However, Dermot managed to 
foil the sprinters by attacking into 
the last bend and getting enough 

of a gap to hold them off to the 
finish-line to take his very first 
win. This achievement means 
Dermot will now be promoted to 
A3 status.

In the FPM League on 
Thursday May 5, Chris Reilly of 
the Bohermeen club managed 
to escape from the scratch riders 
and steal Declan Gray’s thunder 
to win the fourth round: 1st Chris 
Reilly, 2nd Declan Gray, 3rd Paul 
Dagg, 4th Tim Murray, 5th Martin 
Gray, 6th Declan McCabe, 7th 
Gerry Kenny. This week’s race is 
on the Greenore Circuit, with the 
start, once again, from Major’s 
Hollow at Mountpleasant.

The first round of the 
Mountain Bike League kicked 
off in Bellurgan Park last Tuesday 
with riders tackling one lap 
of the circuit in a time trial. 
Stephen Kelleher caused a shock 
when he used his extensive 
knowledge of the course to set 

the fastest time piping multiple 
National Champion Aidan 
McDonald into second place: 
1st 20.00 Stephen Kelleher, 
2nd 20.02 Aiden McDonald, 
3rd 20.52 Niall O’Flaherty, 4th 
21.28 Aaron McCann, 5th 21.45 
Seamus McAvoy, 6th 22.24 James 
McGuinness

For those interested in the 
more leisurely side of things The 
Tour of Louth has now opened 
for entries. The event is now in 
its 5th year and was voted by the 
members of Cycling Ireland as 
Leisure Event of the Year in 2010. 

The event covers a 100km route 
taking cyclists to Dunleer and 
Ardee before tackling the much 
feared Jenkinstown Hill and 
Cooley Mountains. All finishers 
are awarded a bronze medal, but 
those seeking an extra challenge 
can try for the silver or gold 
standard. Further details can be 
found on www.touroflouth.com

King of the Mournes
mccrystal coasts to victory in newry

cuchulainn cycling clubs bryan 
mccrystal who won the tour of 
the mournes last weekend. below: 
dermot keelan who won the kieran 
hammond a4 memorial race in wick-
low.


