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Is Crutchlow ready to join the elite?
Cal Crutchlow’s superb start to the 2012 season has prompted the 

perception of the Englishman to change markedly. 
Having underperformed last year he is now viewed by many in the 

paddock as the rider most likely to break into the leading ranks and 
finish on the rostrum.

While Casey Stoner, Jorge Lorenzo and Dani Pedrosa have monopolised 
the podium places in the opening three races of the year Crutchlow has 
shined for the satellite Tech 3 Yamaha squad. 

The former World Supersport champion opened the season with 
a brace of fourth place finishes before finishing fifth last weekend in 
Portugal. 

Having struggled for much of last season to adapt to the rigours of 
MotoGP he has been one of the biggest surprises of the current season.

As a rookie Crutchlow showed promise on occasions but a fractured 
collarbone at his home Grand Prix put him on the back foot for much 
of the year. 

Having been outclassed by his more experienced teammate Colin 
Edwards it seemed that Crutchlow would be another Superbike rider 
who couldn’t translate his speed onto a prototype.

Tech 3 clearly felt that other options were more attractive with the 
team announcing late last year that Bradley Smith would graduate from 
the Moto2 class to the team in 2013. 

In effect Crutchlow was put on notice to impress this year or else find 
himself on the unemployment line.

With Andrea Dovizioso, a former 125cc world champion, joining the 
French team as Crutchlow’s teammate for 2012 it became apparent that 
the Englishman would be facing an increasingly challenging situation for 
his second year in the Grand Prix paddock.

New bikes bring out his best
A change in regulations however has completely revitalised Crutchlow 

with the new 1000cc machines suiting his style in a way that the 800cc 
bikes never did. 

The previous generation of MotoGP bikes placed a premium on riders 
achieving metronomic consistency. 

Finding the right braking point time after time and turning in at 
the same moment became the key to unlocking the potential of the 
machine.

For an aggressive rider like Crutchlow it was the antithesis of his style 
of riding and with no experience of prototype machinery he struggled 
to adapt. 

In the dog-eat-dog world of MotoGP any weakness is immediately 
set upon by rivals and a struggling rider can instantly fall into a cycle of 
underperformance.

The new bikes however gave Crutchlow the chance to ride a bike that 
allowed his ability to come to the surface for the first time. 

When Jorge Lorenzo was asked following the Spanish Grand Prix 
about his fellow Yamaha riders improvement he said, “the 1000cc gives 
more opportunities to riders like Cal who is more comfortable on it.” 

“He is more aggressive and can push on mistakes with it,” commented 
Yamaha’s 2010 champion. “Whereas with the 800cc if you brake too late 
you can lose half a second with a mistake, with the 1000 maybe a tenth. 
Cal has had great races and with the 1000 he seems faster.”

Outshining his teammate
Having taken front row starts at both the Qatar and Portuguese 

Grand Prix it is clear that the one lap pace that marked his rookie World 
Superbike season is once again able to come to surface this year. 

In Jerez however Crutchlow also showed tremendous maturity and 
consistency to hold onto the coattails of Pedrosa to finish fourth and 
comfortably ahead of his teammate, Dovizioso.

The Italian had been expected to comfortably be the team leader at 
Tech 3 and use it as a stepping stone to the factory Yamaha squad for 
next season. 

With Ben Spies enduring a nightmare start to the season there is 
definitely a potential opening alongside Lorenzo for next season but it is 
now far from certain that Dovizioso would be the favourite for the ride.

Having finished over 30s behind Lorenzo at each this season Spies 
is under pressure from Yamaha to get results and it is starting to show. 
When asked about the rumours linking Dovizioso to his ride the American 
told The Dundalk Democrat, “I don’t care. Dovizioso has been in the 
series about triple the time that I’ve been here and he’s had his chance 
at factory seats.”

With Crutchlow now riding at such a high level the pressure is set to 
rise even further on Spies and with Crutchlow having replaced Spies at 
the factory Yamaha World Superbike team in 2010 history could repeat 
itself next year in MotoGP. The Englishman’s tremendous start to the year 
now makes him a potential podium threat and has placed him very well 
to be in a position for a factory ride next season.

KICKBOXING MAS-F

McCann impresses in first fight
MAS-F member Noel McCann 
entered the ring for his first ever 
full contact kickboxing fight in 
Lordship on Sunday April 11. 

Noel prepared for the event 
by taking part in MAS-F’s MMA 
boot camp, an intensive training 
program that got him fit for his 
fight. 

Noel’s lion heart and will to 
win saw him claim a great victory. 
The fight was scheduled for three 
rounds but after the first two, the 
other fighter couldn’t come out 
for the third, meaning Noel was 
the unanimously winner. 

This is just the start of Noel’s 
fighting career and he already 
has the backing of his three 
coaches Wayne Rutherford, Oisin 
DeLange and Sean Doran who 
are already preparing him for his 
next fight.

“It may have been Noel’s first 
fight, but he showed the skill, 
cardio and tactics of a seasoned 
fighter. So much so that the 
referee had to stop the fight 
before entering the third round”, 
said Doran.

DeLange also paid tribute 
to McCann’s showing. “I am 
very proud of how Noel fought. 
His persistence for excellence 
showed in this, his debut full 
contact fight.”

MAS-F Chief Instructor Wayne 
Rutherford added: “Noel is a 
gentleman outside of the ring but 
once he entered it he was focused 
and his inner strength and wild 

side came out.”
The MMA boot camp classes 

are for anyone with or without 
experience who want to learn 
MMA for fun, fitness, self-

defence or to compete. People 
love the training with qualified 
instructors in a safe fun and 
friendly environment and this is 
what the MAS-F provide in their 

classes.
The next six-week MMA 

training camp begins on May 7 at 
8pm. Contact Wayne at wayne@
mas-f.com for more details.

Louth transition Year triathLon at Drumcar

22 Dundalk Grammar School students competed in the inaugural Louth Transition Year Triathlon 
at Drumcar. The event consisted of a 200m swim, 7km cycle and 2km run. DGS student Jeremy Mc 
Keever was the individual Boys Winner and the Grammar also received the overall Best School 
Award. Well done to all

BASKETBALL DkIT                RUGBY Dundalk U12

Sanni given 
All Star award

DuRINg the 2011/2012 Basketball Intervarsities which 
were held in the university of Limerick over the Easter 
Weekend, there was a presentation of 10 All-Stars 
awarded on the evening of the finals. 

The 10 All-Stars were selected from all the representing 
colleges and universities over the Intervarsity 
Weekend.

DkIT Sports Societies Office would like to congratulate 
Samuel Sanni from the DkIT Basketball Club on 
being awarded a Basketball All-Star and averaging an 
impressive 14 points and seven steals per game.

DkIT’S Samuel Sanni  (right) receives his All Star award.

Michael Martin DRFC U12’s with Rob Kearney at the recent Leinster match.

Fionn Martin of DRFC U9’s with Ulster and International player Rory Best at a 
recent blitz held in Armagh.

Cal Crutchlow during the warm up at Jerez 
MotoGP.


