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New Formula 1 season promises 
plenty of excitement
FORMULA 1 enjoyed a renaissance in 2010. A host 
of fans returned to the sport amidst the most exciting 
title battle for a generation. Formula 1 now faces the 
same issue faced by authors of a great book, bands 
following a smash hit and a successful film maker….
providing an even better sequel!

It is a daunting task facing the sport. Building on the 
drama of last year and continuing to find new ways 
to amaze the newly found fans that have found their 
interest in the most dramatic motorsport action in the 
world. The early signs though are very promising for 
2011. 

Fans can look forward to seeing continuity at the 
front of the field. Last year there were many questions 
about how Jenson Button, Fernando Alonso and 
Michael Schumacher would react to their new 
teams but this year there is no such wonders about 
the leading drivers heading to the season opener in 
Australia.

While the title battle was arguably the most exciting 
since the Alain Prost and Aytron Senna battles of 
twenty years ago there was actually a lot of room for 
improvement in relation to the actual on-track racing. 
Overtaking was exceptionally difficult and the tyres 
offered little scope for different strategies to unfold 
during races.
Tyres will become crucial

The durability of the Bridgestone tyres was such 
that there was little doubt that each driver would make 
only a single pit stop during the majority of races; the 
thrilling Canadian Grand Prix being one of the few 
exceptions. Any thoughts that teams had of availing 
of similar one stop strategies in 2011 though have 
already been cast aside by the design and philosophy 
of the new Pirelli control tyres.

The Italian tyre manufacturer has decided to go 
completely against the normal development paths 
of a control tyre manufacturer. Generally when a 
tyre company has no competition in a category they 
decide to play it very safe with a very hard compound 
that should not have any risk of failures. When there is 
a tyre monopoly, it is often said that the only time that 
the tyres get noticed is when something goes wrong.

As a result it is inevitable that a safe tyre is developed, 
as happened with Bridgestone. However when the 
sports governing body, the FIA, saw the exciting 
events of Canada it was decided that it was crucial for 
Pirelli to design a tyre that was much more aggressive; 
forcing teams to make additional pit stops. As a result 
Pirelli has developed a tyre that lives on a knife edge. 
Testing has shown that it is exceptionally difficult to 
maintain tyre life and that some races will see three 
stops to change rubber.

This is exactly what was needed following the 
uniformity of 2010 where it was all but impossible to 
go against the strategic grain and hope for a successful 
race. The coming season will be dominated by drivers 
who will either nurse their tyres, and hope to make a 
stop less than their rivals, or drivers who will race as 
fast as possible in the hope of opening a large enough 
gap to be able to make an extra pit stop and maintain 
track position at the end of races.

Formula 1 has not seen such a strategic conundrum 
since the control tyre was introduced in 2007 but it is 
sure to be one of the constant thorns in the sides of 
strategists up and down the pit lane in 2011.

While the change is tyre regulations has been 
welcomed by many fans as being one that will increase 
excitement it has generally been panned by drivers 
who have cried about how slow the cars are for them to 
drive and how they are not tested any longer. In recent 
years Formula 1 drivers have grown accustomed to 
near perfect cars that can be driven at 100% for the 
duration of a race. The new tyres will force them to 
adapt their styles and while they are not best pleased 
about it the move is actually another measure to see 
the cream rising to the top of Formula 1.
More overtaking in 2011?

While the change in tyre regulations was aimed at 
improving “the show” there has also been additional 
changes made ahead of the season. It has long been 
the case that there has been precious little overtaking 
at the front of the field in races but the coming season 
should see the battle at the front of the field feature 
wheel to wheel racing and crucially overtaking. 

This will be due to the much anticipated adjustable 
rear wing which will allow drivers to reduce their 
aerodynamic drag, and therefore increase their top 
speed by approximately 10 mph, when they are within 
one second of the car in front during a certain section 
of the track. The device was brought in to make 
overtaking easier and while there are no guarantees 
that it will increase overtaking it does show that 
Formula 1 is committed to improving the spectacle 
of racing. 

It remains to be seen how successful the device will 
be but teams and drivers are expecting it to make a 
significant difference in making overtaking easier. 
Kinetic Energy Recovery Systems, KERS, will also 
be reintroduced this year and it will be used by the 
majority of teams on the grid, unlike in 2009 when it 
was previously used. 

While the adjustable rear wing can only be used by 
the attacking driver on a single 600 metre section of 
the circuit KERS can be used by any driver at any time, 
but only for a set period of time during each lap. The 
systems store the energy dissipated during braking, 
the heat build-up, and convert into kinetic energy to 
provide drivers with an increase in top speed when 
they activate the device.

As a result of all these changes there is a tremendous 
level of hope heading into the new season and while 
testing has led to many questions about what will 
transpire over the course of the 19 race season there 
is now only days to wait until the opening race of the 
season in Melbourne on Sunday when we will begin 
to get answers about the performance of teams and 
the success of new regulations.

On Friday night the Dundalk 
Ravens travelled to Trim Leisure 
Centre needing a win to keep the 
hopes of a top four semi final 
berth alive. 

With an understrength squad 
and only seven players playing, 
the Ravens knew they were in 
for a tough match up against the 
Cobras. Missing in action were 
Aaron Lawless, Fu Faapito, Mindi 
Mindagas, Kostas Keraputis and 
John Rafferty.

The Ravens began the match 
with a flurry of scores beginning 
with a three pointer from Darren 
McGovern after only a few 
seconds. Andrius Burba showed 
his worth as the league’s best 
re-bounder with some excellent 
offensive rebounds and put 
backs. 

Tadas narbutas was running 
the point in absence of others 
and played well and set up some 
good scores for others. Three 
pointers from Liam Woods and 
David Maguire set up a 18-13 
lead for the Ravens at the end of 
the first quarter.

The second quarter began 

with a 12-0 run for the Ravens 
with great scores coming from 
McGovern, Burba and Maguire. 
Mateusz Karpinski came off the 
bench to show his value as a top 
defender. Excellent defence in the 
quarter along with McGovern’s 10 
points put the Ravens up 44-22

The third quarter was more 
of the same from the Ravens 
with good scores coming from 
Woods, McGovern and Burba. 
The Cobras changed up their 
defence but where unable to find 
any thing that would slow up the 
Ravens. They took a 60-38 lead 
into the final quarter.

With the points pretty much 

in the bag the Ravens cruised to 
victory behind Darren McGovern’s 
28 points and Andrius Burba’s 23 
points. 

This win leaves the Ravens 
needing one win from their two 
remaining games to secure a 
top four spot. next game is at 
home in the Muirhevnamor 
Sports Centre on April 9 when 
the Carrick On Shannon Cougars 
visit. Tip off is at 6.30pm and all 
support welcome

DUNDALK RAVENS: Darren 
McGovern (28), David Maguire (17), 
Liam Woods (5), Tadas Narbutas, John 
Loghlin, Matuesz Karpinski (2), Andrius 
Burba (23).

By Liam Dolan

UnDERAGE Mountain Biker Aaron McCann 
looks set to become the next cycling superstar 
in the town’s Cuchulainn Cycling Club. 

Last week Aaron was picked as one of 
the members of Cycling Ireland’s underage 
development squad, where the view is to 
develop riders for the 2016 Olympics Games 
being held in Brazil. 

With the strong mountain bike culture in 
Dundalk, coupled with outstanding facilities 
at Bellurgan Park, Aaron is sure to be one to 
watch for the future. 

He again proved his pedigree by taking 3rd 
on Sunday last (March 13) while racing in 
Belfast in the Ulster Mountain Biking Spring 
Series. Also racing on the day were Sandra 
O’Hagan who had a succesful first outing in 
mountain bike racing. 

Meanwhile Colin Clarke was unlucky to 
puncture while riding strongly in the senior 
race. He did manage to fix the puncture but 
finished well down the field as a result.

A number of club riders travelled to 
Coalisland recently to compete in the Gerard 
Long Memorial race. In the support event 
Dermot Keelan continued his good start to 
the season by taking an excellent second 
place in this race. This result will see him 
move closer towards his upgrade. 

Also amongst the prices was Sean Loughran 
who crossed the line in 4th position. Both 
riders were part of a 10 man group that went 
clear on the sixth lap in the eight lap 80km 
race. 

Back in the main bunch Ronan Greene and 
Johnny McCabe rode very intelligent races to 
ensure that the breakaway containing their 
fellow club riders was not pulled back. The 
former GAA and rugby stars quickly adapted 
to the teamwork tactics of open cycle racing.

Meanwhile in the main race of the race of 
the day, a 100km affair, Colm Quinn got his 
name on the results sheet for the first time 
this season with a fine 8th position. Colm was 
part of a large group of riders that split from 
the main field in the latter stages of the race. 
Gerry McCabe was riding for the first time at 
this higher level and was very comfortable 
within the main bunch.

First win of the season
Cuchulainn Cycling Club earned it’s first 

win of the 2011 season when Gary Shields 
crossed the line first in the Senior Three 
race at Kilbrannish, Bunclody, Co Wexford 
last weekend. This was the first round of the 
Leinster Mountain Bike League and puts Gary 
in a good position for the upcoming season. 

Also in the same race Stephen Kelleher 
finished a fine 3rd, with John Grace  and 
Seamus McEvoy a little further back. These 
four riders are in training for the brutal off-
road event, the TransAlps, a 685KM race held 
in July where riders have to tackle the highest 
mountains in Europe on the dirt trails.

On the same day in the Senior Two race 
David McKeown was unlucky to puncture, 
while Aidan McDonald and Declan McCabe 
had good showings in the Senior One race. 
Aaron McCann continued with his good form 
in the under 16 race coming home in a close 
battle and just missing out on a podium place 
in the 4th position.

St Patrick’s Day saw quite a few Dundalk 
men in Dunboyne for the annual road race. 
The result of the day came in the A3 race 
where Gerry McCabe was a fine 5th in the 
bunch sprint. 

Also featuring in the same race were 

Dermot Keelan, Sean Loughran and Owen 
Martin making his début for the season. In 
the other races held during the day club men 
were active throughout but didn’t feature in 
the results.

The club’s Leisure group took part in the 
Rathkenny 100km Cycle Challenge on St 
Patrick’s Day. The route saw the riders criss 
cross County Meath, taking in navan, Kells 
and Oldcastle among others before heading 
back to the Rathkenny GAA club house for 
some refreshments. This group is training for 
a number of leisure events during the year, 

most notably the Wicklow 200 on June 12.
This Sunday the club will promote the 

annual Paddy neary Memorial, held in honour 
of one of Dundalk’s most successful cyclists. 
The new route for the race, which starts at 
1pm, will see the riders complete three laps of 
a circuit which includes the Carlingford Road, 
Ravensdale and the old newry Road. Sign on 
opens from 12pm at Dowdallshill GFC.

Finally Monday March 28 sees the launch 
of the Under-12 Pocket Sprocket Cycling 
Programme at Oriel Park. Interested parents 
should contact Se at youth@dundalkcycling.

Aaron’s star shining bright

L-R: Dundalk cyclists Colm, Fancis Dollard, Colin Clarke, Grainne Corbett and Lucy Byatt 
who participated in the Rathkenny 100km Cycle.

Athboy Cobras        63
Dundalk Ravens      75

Ravens within touching distance of top four finish
BASKETBALL North East Basketball League

LEFT:  Dermot Keelan who was 2nd in the Gerard Long Memorial held in Coalisland re-
cently. RIGHT: Gary Shields, winner of the first round of the Leinster MTB League..


