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RUNNING Cooley Half Marathon and 10K The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Inaugural WEC campaign opens 
with familiar Audi Sebring success

Audi claimed their tenth Sebring 12 Hours success with Allan McNish, 
Tom Kristensen and dindo Capello emerging victorious after an excit-
ing season opener to the inaugural World Endurance Championship.

The trio claimed their third victory in the historic race with Krisensen 
extending his personal haul of victories to a record breaking six wins. 
The crew of the number 2 Audi R18 Tdi once again showcased their 
legendary consistency that has also seen them notch up victories at Le 
Mans and numerous other European and American Le Mans races.

At the chequered flag they held a comfortable four lap margin over 
their number 3 sister car.

For much of the race however they were involved in a close fight with 
their intra-squad rivals. The number 3 car-driven by Timo Bernard, Romain 
dumas and Loic duval-was generally in close company until a late race 
clash with a backmarker necessitated a three lap stay in the pits to repair 
damage to the car.

This mishap gave the number 2 car sufficient breathing space for them 
to cruise to the line and claim Audi’s first win since 2009 at the Florida 
after two years of Peugeot dominance.

For the winning crew it was clear just how relieved they were to finally 
have the monkey off their back after various setbacks at Sebring and Le 
Mans in recent years. The race also marked the swansong of the R18 
before Audi introduce a major upgrade and a new hybrid car for the 
remainder of the season.

For dindo Capello it was clear just how much it meant for the italian 
to sign off the R18 with another victory:

 “Allan, Tom and i have been waiting for this victory for three years,” 
said the five times winner. “it was the right time to be back on the top 
of the podium. it’s a sweet success, also because we drove the Audi R18 
Tdi for the first time here at Sebring. Bringing the car home without any 
scratches in a field of 63 vehicles is no easy feat. We learned a lot last 
year. Today we showed that we can get through traffic without body 
contact in a closed car as well.”  

While the number 2 and 3 cars could celebrate their battle at the front 
the possibility of another Audi clean sweep of the podium was dashed 
at half distance. The number 1 car, which started from pole position, 
developed a gear shift problem and lost 15 laps in the pits while the 
problem was solved.

This dropped the crew to finish the race in 16th position after a 
weekend that promised much. They were not the only leading runners to 
be afflicted by problems however with numerous privateer LMP1 teams 
also sidelined with reliability trouble or accidents.

These woes did however gave the opportunity for the Starworks squad 
to spring a surprise and claim a podium finish.

Lower classes see close battles!
Racing in the second tier LMP2 class, with production engines and 

some other limitations, the Stephane Sarrazin led crew finished just over 
30s clear of the number 16 Level 5 Motorsport in a thrilling fight that 
raged right until the chequered flag. The winter has been a torrid one for 
Sarrazin, a former star driver for Peugeot before the French manufacturer 
pulled out of sportscar racing, but the Frenchman was in superb form 
throughout the weekend. The crew’s speed and consistency allowed them 
to get into position to claim the podium spot but it took all of Sarrizan’s 
race craft to land the podium spot.

The battle in the final 90 minutes between the Starworks driver and 
Joao Barbosa was the most exciting of the race with the duo swapping 
places numerous times in the closing stages. ultimately it was Sarrazin 
that held sway with the one-time Formula 1 racer holding on to claim a 
fabulous podium finish.

in the GT class Joey Hand, dirk Muller and Jonathan Sommerton came 
out on top after a battle that went right down to the wire. The RLL driver 
led into the final lap before being held up by Gimmi Bruni. The AF Corse 
driver’s teammate Olivier Beretta, running second and right behind Hand, 
then pushed the BMW driver off track in a bid to move ahead and claim 
the class victory.

The move failed however with Hand making a tremendous recovery 
and not losing any positions following his off track excursion. He would 
hold on to claim victory from Jan Magnussen’s Corvette with Beretta 
standing on the lowest spot of the GT rostrum.

As ever the most historic race in uS sportscar racing did not fail to 
produce excitement and for the WEC the race marked a tremendous start 
to the championship. With the next race, at Spa-Francorchamps, seeing 
the arrival of Toyota’s hybrid it is clear that the competition for Audi could 
get much tougher.

Toyota’s return to top level sportscar racing, for the first time since 
1999, will be one of the biggest storylines of the year. The Japanese 
manufacturer will hope that their extensive Formula 1 experience will 
bear fruit in the WEC. Their time in Formula 1 will have showed them 
was that spending vast sums of money does not guarantee success in 
motorsport. To win consistently they need only to look at their main 
rivals. 

Audi has spent the last 13 years in the category allows looking to 
improve their cars and bring new technology to the fore. They have 
rewarded loyalty of their team members and been repaid with victories. 
They have never rested on their laurels and now they are setting their 
sights on their latest challenge….Toyota!

Louth man Liam Bowhan, from Philipstown, Dunleer, who took 6th place class 13 in last Sunday’s Mayo 
Stages Rally and finished 26th overall in the rally. Picture: Brian Mulholland www.aclintphotography.com

THE third annual Cooley 
Legends Half Marathon 
(21.1K (65% Off-Road)) 
and 10k, supporting 
Clogherhead Life Boat 
(RNLI) and Cross Cause 
will take place on Saturday 
April 21.

The race will be timed 
with the Chip-It timing 
system and sign-on takes 
place at Carlingford 
Sailing Club at 8am. The 
race starts at the Lumpers 
at 10am.

The off road half 
marathon offers 
participants a unique 
experience in the sport 
of long distance running. 
Set in the dramatic setting 
of the Cooley mountains 
with rugged landscape, 
the route goes from 
Jenkinstown, meanders 
along the Táin Trail, 
past bogs, hills, lakes, 
Slieve Foy, and finally 
over Goylin Pass for the 

welcome descent to the 
finish in Carlingford. 

The event will hopefully 
send people away with 
such a taste of Carlingford 
and all its highlights. Once 
again there is the shorter 
10k run taking in the last 
10k of the half marathon 
course.

The first senior man 
and woman will receive 
especially commissioned 
wood sculptured trophies. 
Other prizes on offer for 
the first three senior men 
and woman. Also, first 
men and woman over 40 
and 50.

There will be 
an event ‘buff ’ for all 
starters with post race 
refreshments available 
at Dan’s Stonewall Cafe, 
Blackrock man Ronan 
Greene in action during 
the 2011 Cooley Half 
Marathon.

Date set for Cooley Half Marathon

HORSE RACING Dundalk Stadium
DUNLEER MAN IN ACTION AT MAYO RALLYHorse  

Racing 
round-up
The Magniers had heir 
colours carried to success 
in the opener at Dundalk 
on Friday March 16 in The 
V Keating Oil Ltd Median 
Auction Maiden with the 
Tommy Stack trained Penn-
iston Line ridden by Wayne 
Lordan.

equipped with a tongue 
strap for the first time, 
Beart put in a career best 
performance by landing The 
Dandelion Bar Apprentice 
handicap under David Parkes 
for trainer Jim Bolger.

Naoise has progressed 
nicely from a relatively 
unpromising start last 
summer and for the second 
time on the evening at 
Dundalk Stadium, Jim and 
Jackie Bolger successfully 
filled the owner/breeder/
trainer roles as the former 
course and distance winner 
landed The www.redbook.
ie handicap under Kevin 
Manning.

Well-backed favourite 
Charismas Birthday made a 
spirited bid from the front in 
The Steen O’Reilly Solicitors 
handicap but she couldn’t 
hold the late burst of 
Almadaa under Fergal Lynch 
for trainer David Marnane.

Under the guidance of 
eoin Doyle, the former John 
Murphy trained four year 
old, Indian Scout beat Tide 
Runner by a neck in The 
horseware Ireland handicap 
landing a double on the 
evening for Wayne Lordan.

Spin of a Coin was a 
strong order for The Meath 
News and Sport handicap 
but after not getting the run 
of the race he failed by three 
parts of a length to Prince 
of Fashion with Pat Smullen 
up. John Geoghegan trains 
Prince of Fashion for owner/
breeder Sandra Maye and 
the five-year-old was 
gaining his third lifetime win 
at Dundalk Stadium.

Well punted China One 
delivered for trainer Paul 
Deegan in The Navan Lock 
and Key Maiden. he went 
off at 9/4 and got the job 
done by two and a quarter 
lengths under Chris hayes.

horse racing continues 
next Friday, March 23 
from 6.30pm at Dundalk 
Stadium.

GREYHOUND RACING Dundalk Stadium

Quail Hollow, fastest first round 
winner but beaten on two subse-
quent outings, bounced back to his 
very best to score an emphatic win 
in the final of the Track Bookmakers 
525 at Dundalk Stadium last Friday 
night. 

The son of Royal impact and Girl 
With Guitar set the standard with 
a superb 28.76 on February 25, but 
as he spreadeagled the field in the 
race that really counted got down 
to 28.69, recording the fourth win 
of his eleven-race career.

Enhancing Francie Murray’s 
excellent recent-month run at the 
track – the Co Westmeath trainer 
had two other winners on the night 
-  Quail Hollow is owned by Kieran 
lonergan, a proud Tipperary man, 
but living in Castleblayney long 

enough to sometimes wave the 
Monaghan blue-and-white.

The final had an open look about, 
with Quail Hollow getting an initial 
quote of 5/2. Those odds, however, 
were quickly snapped up, and just 
before being placed in traps Murray’s 
charge was no better than evens. 

Supporters were feeling good with 
themselves at an early stage. Taking 
a flier from four, Quail Hollow had 
a clear call at the opening bend, 
leading Siobhan Bullet by two 
lengths. Whetstone Joey was next 
to throw down a challenge, but like 
Siobhan Bullet never appeared likely 
to threaten the one in front.

Maintaining a strong gallop, Quail 
Hollow got to the line just over four 
lengths clear of Whetstone Joey, 
with Siobhan Bullet staying on to 
deprive the fast-finishing Congress 
Bingo of third spot.

a first bend scrimmage put paid 

to the chances of local runner, the 
unbeaten Cians Machine, and the 
second of the two representing the 
anthony Rooney/Gerry Barrett axis, 
Whetstone Snowy.

Clogherhead trainer, Craig Kelly, 
had a double in the graded section of 
the card, Mobane Flyer winning over 
the sprint distance, and Whiterock 
running an absolute blinder to sc 
ore in a 525 for Dromiskin owner, 
Tommy McKevitt.

Running in only his fifth race and 
seeking a second win, Whiterock 
routed the opposition in recording a 
spectacular 28.52. He’s certainly one 
to watch. 

Saturday night’s all-graded card 
threw up two local winners. John 
Woods’ consistent Belrobin House 
won for the tenth time in his 32-
race career, and Fififofum never 
saw another dog as  he galloped to 
a five-length win over the 525 for 
Darver’s Paul McDonnell.

Quail Hollow par for the 
course in Bookmaker final

By Joe Carroll


