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motogp season starts with optimism
Pre-season testing has now been completed and now 
all that remains is for the teams and riders to start the 
2011 MotoGP season. 

The action will get underway on st Patricks Day with 
opening practice on this elongated four day weekend 
that will see the best motorcyclists in the world battle it 
out under the floodlights of the Losail circuit in Qatar.

This is the last season of the 800cc capacity era and for 
many people there will be thoughts of “good riddance” 
when the season closes in Valencia in the first week of 
november. since the 800s made their track debut in 2007 
there has been 71 Grand Prix. Casey stoner, Valentino 
rossi, Jorge Lorenzo and Dani Pedrosa have won an 
unbelievable 68 of these races with Chris Vermeulen, 
Loris Capirossi and andrea Dovizioso taking one win 
apiece.

It is quite clear therefore why the quartet became 
known as “The aliens” by the rest of the paddock. This 
year however there is reason to hope that this monopoly 
at the front of the field will be coming to an end. Ben 
spies was amazing last season as a rookie, taking a pole 
position at Indianapolis and a brace of podiums. The 
quiet Texan has moved to the factory Yamaha squad 
for the upcoming season, alongside reigning champion 
Jorge Lorenzo, and he has the ability and confidence to 
win races this year.

The upcoming season has all the hallmarks of a classic 
year of racing. There has been upheaval in the sport with 
rossi leaving Yamaha for Ducati to replace stoner who 
will race for Honda. rossi is undoubtedly struggling with 
the Ducati; in testing he has languished in the lower half 
of the field. even so it would be very brave to discount 
rossi and his team of mechanics. For ten years they have 
been the golden standard by which all other racers have 
been judged...and each time his challengers have come 
up short in comparison.

Last year was the toughest season of rossi’s 
distinguished career but the fact that he was willing to 
leave Yamaha shows that the competitive fire still burns as 
intensely as ever in the Italian. He will need all of that fire 
if he is to challenge for the title this season. The shoulder 
injury that so blighted his season last year needed surgery 
and it is still to heal fully. This is clearly hampering rossi 
so it will probably be a few races before he is at prime 
fitness. The main question hanging over Ducati has to be 
whether rossi can stay in title contention during these 
opening races.

Jorge Lorenzo’s form last season was so utterly 
dominant at times that Yamaha saw little need to battle 
for rossi’s services. The team felt that they can move 
forward with Lorenzo as their figurehead and there is 
little to suggest that the spaniard will struggle to adapt to 
his role as team leader. 

By all accounts he gives terrific technical feedback and 
having seen him on track for the last nine years there is 
no doubt about his desire to continue at the top of the 
sport. The only question mark hanging over Lorenzo is 
his ability to direct the development of a motorcycle. He 
has never had the sole responsibility of developing the 
bike and until he succeeds in this regard the shadow of 
rossi will forever hang over him. 

Honda will be very strong in 2011
For Casey stoner this season offers him a terrific 

opportunity to put a horrid 2010 season behind him. Last 
year stoner struggled aboard the Ducati and had crashed 
out of title contention by the third round at Le Mans. The 
move to repsol Honda has clearly reinvigorated him and 
he looks as confident as ever. a repeat of his 2007 is far 
from unthinkable. stoner has long been a remarkably 
fast rider but the humbling experiences of last year 
could prove exceptionally beneficial to his career going 
forward.

He knows the lows that can afflict any rider and it 
would be very surprising to see him struggle again. The 
speed, and consistency, of his 2007 title should not be 
forgotten and winter developments made by HrC look 
to have given him an exceptional machine. The Honda 
has exceptional top speed and stoner looks primed and 
ready to take title number two.

To do so he will face stiff competition from within his 
own team. In 2010 Dani Pedrosa finished the year as 
runner up to Lorenzo, 138 points adrift of his compatriot. 
This however does not do justice to the performances of 
Pedrosa. If it were not for his crash at Laguna seca he 
would have been able to apply a lot more pressure on 
Lorenzo for the championship.

The crash in California however gave Lorenzo sufficient 
breathing space at the top of the points table and when 
Pedrosa crashed in Japan, after a mechanical failure, any 
doubt about the title was put aside and Lorenzo’s crown 
was all but confirmed. 

This year will be crucial for Pedrosa. He has always 
shown that he has had the speed to win the MotoGP title 
but consistency has been an issue and his diminutive 
frame has meant that every time he crashes he seems to 
break a bone. If he is to add a premier class title to his 
125cc and two 250cc titles he needs to show that he has 
found the consistency to go along with his speed. The 
battle between Pedrosa and stoner though should be one 
to savour and whichever rider wins the intra-team battle 
will already have one hand on the crown.

End of the two-stroke era
This year will also mark the end of the 125cc class and 

the death of two-stroke racing at the highest level. The 
class has played an exceptionally important role in the 
development of almost every world class racer in history. 
In recent years however the championship has become 
an arms race for the wealthy teams and if you did not 
have a factory aprilia machine you stood little chance of 
challenging for even a podium.

This season a similar story will play out in the smallest 
class with nico Terol and the aspar team starting the year 
as title favourites. Terol is the most experienced front 
runner in the series and will be very hard to beat as he 
seeks a first world title but it will be worth keeping an eye 
on talented youngsters such as Danny Kent and Jonas 
Folger.

ICE HOCKEY Ireland Under-18s

Seven Dundalk ice hockey stars 
to pull on Irish jersey in Mexico
seVen local ice hockey players 
have been selected to represent 
Team Ireland at the upcoming 
International Ice Hockey World 
Championships in Mexico City this 
week. 

The players: stephen Murphy, 
Padraig Tuite, Matthew Meehan, 
eoghan Lafferty, Jordan Flood, 
rian Larkin and Martin Grant will 
compete against the host nation, 
Mexico, along with Iceland, south 
africa and Israel. 

rian Larkin is no stranger to the 
international scene having played 
last year in Monterrey and has 
earned the captain’s armband this 
year. 

For Tuite, Meehan, Flood and 
Grant, this will be their first outing 
in the Irish uniform having all 
played together during their time 
with the Dundalk Bulls. 

Jordan, Matthew and Padraig 
will play in defence and will have 
their cut work out for, whilst Martin 
Grant returns to the ice from a 
serious injury and will help Larkin 
along with the rest of forwards up 
front. 

It has been an intensive few 
weeks for the U18 Irish team 
having dealt with major blows 
to their original roster when a 
number of players from northern 
Ireland weren’t given the all clear 
by the International Ice Hockey 
Federation (IIHF) after failing to 
meet eligibility requirements to 
play for Ireland.

William Fay, President of the  
Irish Ice Hockey association 
(IIHa) said: “Despite  the Dundalk 
Ice Dome remaining closed, the 
selection of these players prove 

that the ice hockey community in 
Dundalk remains active and can 
pull together in tough times and 
the team and management as a 
whole has gelled together. all of the 
parents concerned supported the 
team travelling to Mexico”.

Local man Jim Pepper, is the 
manager for the Irish U18 squad for 
the second consecutive year. 

Jim has contributed, along with 
many others, countless hours of 
time in preparation for the time 
and will mainly work on the off ice 
duties.

Kenny redmond takes the 
role of head coach for the team. 
redmond, former Dundalk Bulls 
coach and player, has been gearing 
and preparing the team for what 
will be a tough championship 
in Mexico City where the rink is 

located over 1,000 feet above sea 
level in scorching heat, averaging 
28 degrees. 

Kenny has been working around 
the clock with very limited resources 
due to the continued closure of 
the Ice Dome and all of the team’s 
games and training sessions have 
been taking place in Belfast.

Joining Kenny and Jim on 
the bench will be John Crawley, 
equipment Manager, robert 
schistad, assistant Coach and 
Goalie professional, Hugh smyth, 
assistant Coach and Ivan Grant who 
will be the teams Physiotherapist. 

The team left Dublin airport 
on Friday and stopped off in 
amsterdam before taking in an 11 
hour flight to Mexico City. Their 
first game was on sunday against a 
tough south africa side. 

on Monday they took on host 
country Mexico before facing off 
against Iceland today. Ireland has a 
rest day on st Patricks Day before 
hitting the ice for the final time on 
Friday to play Israel. 

Hours of planning, fundraisers 
and intense training will 
hopefully pay off as Dundalk’s 
own international ice hockey 
stars prepare to do their county 
and country proud in Mexico this 
week. 

IRELAND U18: Christopher Devine, 
Dylan Wilkins, Stephen Murphy, Patrick 
Anderson, Adam Chaney, Padraig Tuite, 
Liam McCollum, Matthew Meehan, 
Darren Sisk, Jonathan Stewardson, 
Martin Grant, Adam Nolan, Jordan 
Flood, Eoghan Lafferty, Kurtis Tomkins, 
Rian Larkin, Conor Redmond.

L-R: Irish Ice Hockey U18 manager Jim pepper pictured with squad members marin grant, padraig 
Tuite, matthew meehan and IIHA president William Fay.

CYCLINg Cuchulainn Cycling Club

CUCHULLaIn’s riders made the short 
trip to newry for the annual John Haldane 
Memorial recently to participate in the newry 
Wheeler’s race. 

The line up for the day saw three separate 
races all held on the Warrenpoint dual 
carriageway. This 10 mile circuit while very 
flat leads to a very high speed racing. also it’s 
exposed nature means that the winds can be 
quite strong coming off the sea. This was the 
case on sunday with the outward route to 
Warrenpoint being conducted into a strong 
head wind, while the return journey saw the 
riders average over 30mph with a string tail 
wind.

In the main race of the day, which was a 
handicapped race, the club had six riders 
sign on, two in the front bunch and four 
in the second. Despite the best efforts of 
Bryan McCrystal, Myles McCorry, aidan 
Cunningham and Colm Quinn the second 
bunch could not quite close the gap to the 
first group. 

Up front Karl Dolan was making his 
return to open racing for the first time since 
finishing The ras in 2006. alongside Karl in 
this group was robbie Carraher, whom was 
racing despite suffering a badly strained 
ankle sustained the day before.

In the support race Cuchulainn had 12 
riders sign on, including ronan Greene, Mark 
rafferty and brothers Kevin and Damien 
Treanor all making their competitive débuts. 

all the Dundalk riders including Peter 
Collins, sean Loughran were very active 
through the four lap race in trying to escape 
the main bunch. Dermot Keelan tried to 
follow up his good result from last week and 
did feature in a promising looking move 
alongside Johnny McCabe, however riding 
into the strong headwind on the outward 
stretch a larger bunch can always move faster 
than a small group of escapes. 

It was inexperience that meant none of the 
Dundalk riders featured in the final sprint. 
early season races like this will help the 
riders build fitness and experience for the 
newcomers, like Barry Casey who also had a 
good first outing of the season.

Dolan back in the saddle after five year absence
By Liam Dolan

Cuchulainn Cycling Club’s Ronan greene, Barry Casey and Aidan martin 
at the head of affairs in the support race in Newry recently.

Spring Horse League,  
Sunday march 6

80cm - 1, A.Murray’s Ballymorris 
Pepper (Annmarie Murray); 1, K. 
Allen’s Esker Symphony (Shelley 
Symphony);

90cm – 1, M.McAllister’s Whistle 
Dixie (Ryan O’Neill); 1, D. Vallelly’s 
Locknavor Little Classic (Deidre 
Vallelly); 1, N. Kieran’s Garraunboy 
Knoc k Dubh);

1m – 1, D.Conlon’s Ballydath 
(David Conlon); 1, R. Hughes’s 
Gretna Gamble (Roisin Hughes); 
1,P. McCourt’s Trebor Tell Me More); 
1, E. Hanratty’s Wonella (Siobhan 
Hanratty); 1, D. Conlon’s Creeveroe 
(Gavin Conlon); 1, M. McAllister’s 
Hermes Diamond (Ryan O’Neill); 1, 
L.McSorley’s Cavalier Clover Lane 
(Barry Murphy); 

1.10m – 1, N. Jordan’s Sweet 

Chilli (Catriona Jordan); 1, D. 
Conlon’s Creeveroe (Gavin Conlon); 
1, D. Prentice’s Acenda L (Edward 
Little);
Spring pony League,  
128cm 70cm – 1,D. Conlon’s 
Courtway Alisha (Claire Conlon);

128cm 80cm – 1,A. Mercer’s 
Leeboy (Ellie Humpries);

128cm 90cm – 1, S. Conlon’s 
MacKenzies Lad (Claire Conlon); 1, 
P. McCourt’s Wohld Copper (Daire 
McCourt); 1,J. Curran’s Jumper 
(Claire Conlon);

128cm 1m – 1,J. Curran’s Jumper 
(Claire Curran); 2,S. Conlon’s Midget 
On A Mission (Claire conlon); 3, P. 
McCourt’s  Wohld Copper (Daire 
McCourt); 

138 80cm –  1,M. Murphy’s 
Michelas Lady (Michaela Nugent); 
1, M.Barrett’s  Mister Jump (Niamh 

Barrett); 
138 90cm - 1, M. Murphy’s 

Michelas Lady (Michaela Nugent);); 
1, P. McCourt’s Big Stuff (Maeve 
McCourt);

138 1m- 1, S. McGinn’s Dream 
Fields (Hannah McGinn); 2, J. 
Rosbotham’s Moss Road Flyer 
(Christina Rosbotham); 

148 90cm – 1, E. Whiteside’s 
Dantes Ghost (Yvonne Whiteside);

148 1m-1, J. McCaughey’s 
Doonmore Lad (Aedi McCaughey); 
1, L. Patterson’s I’m A Tomboy 
(Sophie Patterson);

148 1.10m - 1, J. McCaughey’s 
Doonmore Lad (Aedi McCaughey);   
2, F.Rice’s Coppendell King ( Caolan 
Rice); 3, K. Young’s Perfect Fellow 
(Kayleigh Young);

148cm 1.20m – 1, F. Rice’s 
Coppindell King  (Caolan Rice).

Kernan’s Equestrian Results


