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Thoughts on the opening World 
Superbikes Round
The start of any season is greeted with excitement from 
fans but the opening round of the World Superbike 
season also left fans with much to contemplate. here are 
some of my thoughts after seeing Carlos Checa dominate 
“Down Under”.

First race without a factory Ducati... is dominated 
by a Ducati 

For the first time in the history of the series Ducati has 
no official factory team in World Superbikes this year. 
however, it is quite clear that Carlos Checa is riding a 
“factory supported” Ducati. The Althea squad features a 
large number of former Xerox Ducati personal and it is 
also highly likely that the 1098 features a lot of new parts 
originally designed for what would have been the factory 
machine.

Checa was in superb form throughout the weekend 
and dominated proceedings, topping the time sheets 
in every dry session, romping to a brace of comfortable 
wins. Philip Island has long been a favoured stomping 
ground for Ducati, as shown by Checa winning a race 
last year, so it was far from unexpected that the Spaniard 
would race at the front. It will however be very interesting 
to see how the bike can compete with the likes of Max 
Biaggi over the course of the season.

It is clear that the Ducati is lagging some way behind 
its rivals in terms of outright power. even so, the 
performances of Sylvain Guintoli and Jakub Smrz will 
surely breed confidence for Ducati riders and their 
prospects for the rest of the year. Checa will struggle 
during the races at Monza, Brno and Silverstone and 
his title chances will rest on his ability to scramble for a 
top five placing in these six races. Last year consistency 
was the hallmark of Biaggi’s title success so it is likely 
that unless the Althea team can get its hands on a lot of 
factory parts Checa will have his title charge derailed by 
the summer break in August.

Biaggi is still the title favourite 
The reigning champion started the season in ominous 

style by following Checa home in both races aboard his 
Aprilia. The Roman emperor looked to be in fine form 
in Australia. his pace showed that even the regulatory 
changes, enforced to close a loophole exploited by Aprilia, 
will have little effect on his title chances.

World Superbike organisers decreed that teams must 
race with standard injectors and fuel pumps and it was 
felt that this would bring the Aprilia back to the pack in 
terms of top speed and race pace. The Noale based team 
still dominated the speed trap figures but it was the pace 
of the bike, at a circuit that it and Biaggi have traditionally 
struggled on, that particularly impressed. even though 
Biaggi never truly matched the pace of Checa he still has 
to be regarded as the title favourite after a strong opening 
round to the season.

Promising weekend for factory Yamaha squad 
The performance of Yamaha rookies Marco Melandri 

and eugene Laverty has surely given the Japanese factory 
confidence for the upcoming season.

When any MotoGP rider moves to World Superbikes 
there is always a certain degree of doubt as to whether 
they will be immediately on the pace. The days when 
World Superbikes was seen as a playground of riders not 
good enough to make it on to a Grand Prix grid are long 
gone and now the class is thriving. 

In Australia over half of the riders competing had taken 
part in a Grand Prix and as a result it is clear that the level 
of talent in the World Superbike paddock is reaching a 
high water mark. When Melandri announced that he was 
leaving the Grand Prix paddock and going to production 
based racing, it was clear that he did so because he 
knew he could no longer be competitive in MotoGP. The 
mechanical package has become the defining element of 
performance, not the rider as had been the case in the 
past. 

Melandri felt that the move to superbikes would allow 
his talent to shine once more and that he would be able to 
battle for race wins again. The Italian wasted little time in 
adapting to superbikes and his spirited battle with Biaggi 
for the runner up spot showed beyond doubt that he has 
lost none of the speed that saw him finish runner up to 
Valentino Rossi in the 2005 MotoGP championship.

his team-mate, Irishman eugene Laverty, had a superb 
start to his World Superbike career. Starting from fifth on 
the grid Laverty made a great start and swooped around 
the outside of the field to lead out of the first turn in race 
one. he led for the opening three laps before Checa made 
his move for the lead. Laverty then settled into a race long 
battle for fourth that saw five riders trade places for the 
last 15 laps.

For the last two years Laverty has astounded people 
with his race craft in World Supersport and on Sunday he 
showed that he has the confidence to transfer that race 
craft to the bigger bikes. Coming out of the final corner on 
the last lap he was just behind Melandri but by the time 
they crossed the finish line Laverty was inches ahead and 
took fourth. It was a superb performance from the rookie 
and one that surely made his team-mate take note.

BASKETBALL Dundalk Ravens

Dundalk Ravens                                              88
Athboy Cobras                                               65

Ravens back on song
DUNDALK Ravens secured 
another vital win at the weekend 
over a well run Athboy Cobras 
team who are hanging around 
the bottom of the table. 

The Ravens started the game 
well with Mindi Mindagas 
in particular good form with 
big scores and Andrius Burba 
worked the rebounds well for the 
Ravens. Fu Faapito was running 
the point position with excellent 
vision to find his teammates for 
easy scores. 

Athboy’s attack was poor at 
times at the beginning which 
led to the Ravens getting easy 
fast break scores through 
Darren McGovern and Mateusz 
Karpinski. Although the Cobras 
began to find their rhythm on 
the offensive side and made 
some great scores. At the end of 
the first quarter the Ravens were 
up 24-17.

The second quarter started like 
the first with excellent shooting 
coming from  Mindagas and 
McGovern. Karpinski showed 
his worth to the team with some 
excellent rebounds as he came in 
for Andrius Burba who got into 
very early foul trouble. Kostas 
Keraputis ran the offensive 
well and found openings in the 
defense to exploit. 

Aaron Lawless who had a quiet 
game hit a big three near the end 
of the quarter for only a poor 
decision by the referee to allow 

an Athboy score clearly after the 
buzzer sounded. At half time the 
score was 51-30 with the Ravens 
in a strong position.

In the third the Ravens 
continued their strong defense 
to make things difficult for the 
Cobras to make easy scores. 
Tadas Narbutas had some good 
steals along with scores on the 
other side. Fu Faapito continued 
his eagle eyed passes for easy 
scores to be converted by Lawless 
and Mindagas to make sure the 
Ravens were in a comfortable led 
of 67-43 at the end of the third 
quarter.

Going into the final quarter the 
Ravens were comfortable and the 
win was almost secure. So the 
Ravens ran the bench and some 
of its younger players who will get 
their chance to show if the can 
make the grade in other games 
and also their own leagues. 

DkIT student player J Rafferty 
hit a good baseline jump shot 
and a strong drive by L Woods 
showed that they can play 
offense at this level. The Ravens 
ran out easy victors in this game 
on a scoreline of 88-65.

DUNDALK RAVENS: Darren 
McGovern (11), Fu Faapito (5), Mindi 
Mindagas (34) , Andrius Burba (3), 
Kostas Keraputis (15), Mateusz 
Karpinski (5), David Maguire, Liam 
Woods (2), J Rafferty (2), Tadas 
Narbutas (4), Aaron Lawless (8).

Dundalk 
Ravens’ 
Mindi  
Mindagas 
who hit 
34 points 
against 
Athboy 
Cobras at the 
weekend. 

GREYHOUND RACING Dundalk Stadium
Fitzpatrick - Oliver, not Peter - makes the headlines
OLDCASTLe, Co Meath, trainer, Oliver 
Fitzpatrick had one of his best nights at 
Dundalk Stadium, sending out the first 
two home in Friday night’s Parker Green 
International 525 final, and following with a 
win in a graded sprint.

Semi-final form pointed to Right Tom 
taking the €700-to-the-winner event. The 
Newry dog had recorded 29.04 the previous 
week, putting him well ahead on the clock. 

Fitzpatrick’s Aintree Pete  won another 
semi-final in 29.32, while his Drumalee 
Classic was last in the time test, having 
finished a two-and-a-half length runner-up to 
Paul McDonnell’s Darver tracker, Immaculate 
heart.

But in a complete upheaval in form, 
Drumalee led throughout, finishing ahead 
of his kennelmate, Aintree Pete. Denis 
McCarthy’s Killanny runner, Decs Sec, took 
third, but having made a slow start, Right 
Tom never really got a blow in.

Drumalee, owned by Cavanman, Cathal 
Smith, wasn’t a wild price. Indeed, he was 
one of the best backed in the race, getting an 
initial 4/1 quote and finishing a point lower. 

The son of Premier County and Tamna 
Classic got all the encouragement he needed  
from his many supporters in the strand as 
he made his way around the bend in front, 
and then opened up a four length lead going 
down the back.

There were several of the Dromiskin-based 
Aintree Crew Syndicate present to cheer on 
the other Fitzpatrick runner, who was as 
game as they come chasing down the one in 
front. It ended with Aintree Pete just under 
two lengths off Drumlee Classic, whose 28.96 
was a career best.

There was quick compensation for the 
runner-up’s owners. In the very next race 
their Aintree Bob took charge from the very 
start, flashing out of three in a 400 and leading 
all the way to register an excellent 21.48, the 
night’s fastest clock.

A winner now of nine from 16, the son of 
Astronomic and Ashen Byway won by just 
over four lengths from 10/1 outsider, White 
Offer.  

Peter Loughran, a member of the track’s 
security staff, unlocked a graded 525 with his 

Cross Border.
A son of Razldazl Billy and Rags, Cross 

Border was down in grade and that was an 
obvious help. But she had to be gutsy as she 
faced many challengers after making a swift 
start from two.

Three of the others came at her down the 
back, but she stayed on resolutely to win by 
a length-and-a-half in 29.53, showing a huge 
improvement on her most recent runs.

The Woods brothers from Kilkerley, John 
and Tommy, added to their recent winners 
with their homebred, Belrobin house (Daves 
Mentor-Belrobin Gem), staying on gamely in 
the face of a strong run from the 6/4 favourite, 

Fast Transfer.
The local runner was fast away from six, 

and when Fast Transfer checked at the bend, 
he was left two lengths clear. Fast Transfer 
fought back, but failed by a head to the 21.80 
winner.

Tom Dillon’s consistent type, Agadir Ted, 
put in a strong finish to win over the 525. 
Paddy Kerr’s Quay Phanter was the early 
leader, showing two lengths in front of 
Manilla Rumble over on the far side. The 
order changed after the turn-in, but all the 
time Agadir Ted was closing, and it was near 
the line that the Drumconrath runner got up 
to win in a bunched finish.

By Joe Carroll

Claire Leonard, 
President of Down 
Syndrome Ireland 
and John Brophy, 
Committee Member 
of the Louth/Meath 
Branch of Down 
Syndrome Ireland 
presenting tropy 
to the winning 
connections at the 
Dundalk Stadium 
Down Syndrome 
fundraiser.


