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The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Can Schumacher still find
the magic at age 42?
ON Monday Michael Schumacher turned 42 so it is
an apt time to look back on the German’s comeback
season to Formula 1.

Coming into the season I made a prediction on how
I thought each driver would fare. Of the 24 drivers
that took the grid quite a few of my predictions were
accurate but my Schumacher prediction does not
fare too well with the benefit of hindsight, as shown
below:

“Can Schumacher return to the form that made him
the greatest Grand Prix driver of all time? He clearly
still has the desire to race and he will win races this
season. The title may be a bridge too far this season but
the Schumacher and Ross Brawn tandem is one never
to be underestimated.”

While Schumacher’s desire was never questioned
in 2010 the decision to return to Formula 1 was
questioned on an almost weekly basis. The Mercedes
car was a disappointment but the manner with which
Schumacher was beaten by teammate Nico Rosberg
was downright shocking. In his career Schumacher
was never beaten consistently by a teammate in either
qualifying or racing, but in 2010 Rosberg decidedly
beat Schumacher in both.

The younger German out qualified Schumacher 15-
4 and scored more than double his teammate’s points.
While Michael had three fourth place finishes as the
highlights of his comeback season Rosberg stood on
the podium at both Sepang and Silverstone.

Coming into the season Rosberg was highly rated
by some but not seen as a top level driver, there
was precious little to suggest that he would defeat
Schumacher on a consistent basis. As a result
questions have been asked in relation to Schumacher’s
performances.

Changes since returning to F1
PERSONALLY the most glaring change in Schumacher’s
return has been his accessibility and attitude.

While there was never any doubt about the sheer
enjoyment that Michael got from driving a racing car
at the very limit, it was also crystal clear that he was
focused entirely on winning.

This season we have still seen his love of driving
but the difference in his persona outside the car has
been marked.

In his first career the media seemed like an
inconvenience to Michael but now he has is much
more open and has spoken consistently of how“happy
he is to be back in Formula 1.”

There is little to doubt the enjoyment Schumacher
still has in driving but it is shocking to see the most
determined driver since Senna talk not in terms of
winning races, but rather about the joy of driving once
more.

Does he still have the same determination and
drive to lead a team to a title or is he just satisfied to
race once more?

During the season we all looked for flashes of the
“old Schumacher,” unfortunately for much of the year
all we saw was an old racing driver.

Schumacher struggled throughout 2010 with
complaints about the weakness of the front tyres from
both driver and team reasoned as the root cause of his
failure to compete with Rosberg.

It is not the complaints that show the difficulties
that Schumacher experienced, it is the fact that in a
19 race season the seven times champion could not
adapt his driving style that showed the biggest reason
to doubt the future success of his comeback.

In the past Michael was always capable of changing
his driving style to deal with any handling trait. It was
this trait that was always cited by team members as
his greatest attribute.

In 2010 his inability to adapt saw him relegated to
bit part figure for the first time in his career. With this
in mind is there any reason to suggest that 2011 will
offer him more success?
Does a stronger end of year point to things to come?
There were green shoots developing at the tail end of
2010 with Michael having strong races to close the year,
so there is clearly the potential for improvement.

This season was the first time in Schumacher’s
career that he could not spend day after day driving
around a test track developing the car, and himself.
This is perhaps the biggest element holding Michael
back from success.

Throughout the season Schumacher needed testing
to familiarise himself with a modern Formula 1 car,
with the testing ban he was forced learn the traits of
the new cars in front of everyone.

Going into the second year of his comeback it will
be interesting to see if Schumacher can improve his
performances. A lot will hang on the performance of
the Mercedes; if it is fast Schumacher should be able
to challenge again.

If on the other hand the car struggles, it looks
unlikely that Michael can still drive around problems
and elevate a poor car to the highest level.

COMPETITION Win €500 worth of Fitness Classes

WANT to win 500 worth of fitness classes?
Well courtesy of The Dundalk Democrat, you
can.

The Dundalk Democrat has teamed up
with Krav Maga instructor and personal
trainer Paul McGee in order to give one lucky
reader a major boost in 2011.

January is normally the time of year when
people set goals and New Year’s Resolutions,
most of which are to lose weight. Sometimes
those goals remain unfulfilled, but with Paul’s
intense course, he guarantees that you will
see results by the end.

Not only this, but you will learn one of
the most effective forms of self defence –
Commando Krav Maga – allowing you to feel
confident about yourself.

So what does this awesome prize include?
Five weeks of Body Conditioning classes

– Two nights a week.
Six weeks of intense Krav Maga Éire

Bootcamp classes – Three nights a week
Six weeks of Commando Krav Maga self

defence classes – Two nights a week
This once in a life time prize is valued at

€500 and courses take place from January to
April.

In the Body Conditioning and Krav Maga
Éire Bootcamp programme, the winning
contestant will lose weight, tone up and
increase their fitness, all whilst having fun.

They are the ultimate weight loss and body
conditioning programmes for people looking
to shed the pounds.

Commando Krav Maga is the ultimate
form of self defence. Combat in the streets is
completely unpredictable. There are no rules.
There are no referees to stop a fight. Most
important:There is no honor code as anything
can happen. If you choose Commando Krav
Maga you will attain the knowledge and skills
to:

1. Defeat any attackers including attackers
armed with guns, knives, clubs, bottles, bats,

etc.
2. Control or debilitate your opponent

immediately - irrespective of their size or
martial arts background.

3. Execute crucial and straightforward
moves that can save your life.

4. Become an effective hand-to-hand
combat expert!

Paul has been involved in Martial Arts since
the beginning of 2000.Paul’s dedication to
Martial Arts and self defence has seen him
travel across Europe to perfect the system of
Commando Krav Maga (CKM). He has trained
under Emilio Calagero and chief instructor
and founder Moni Aizik. Paul currently holds
a level three instructors qualification in
commando Krav Maga.

More can be found on www.cmkeire.com.

For your chance to enter the competition,
answer the simple question and either text/
call us with the answer.

QUESTION:What year did Paul get involved
in Martial Arts?

Call 1513415803 or text the word
DEMOCRAT followed by your
answer, name and address to 53307.

T’s & C’s: All entrants must be 18+. Texts and calls
are €.60 per entry incl VAT. Calls from mobile cost more.
Network charges vary.Lines close midnight Friday, January
21. Entries made after the close date will not count and
you may be charged. By entering this competition you
may be contacted by Johnston Press Group regarding
future promotions. To opt out text OPTOUT to 51000. SP
Phonovation Ltd. PO Box 6, Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin.
Helpline 0818217100.’

Let Paul get you fit for the new year

Instructor Paul McGee

GREYHOUNDS Dundalk Stadium

Last
season’s
winners
are again
on the
mark
AS if to celebrate their
outstanding success in 2010,
Martin Lanney, Rita Downey
and David McKenna got the
new season off to a flying start at
Dundalk Stadium, each of them
making it on to the scoresheet at
the only meeting held in Ireland
on New Year’s Day.

McKenna, whose Carnaross, Co
Meath, kennel had a magnificent
time of it at Dowdallshill over
Christmas,baggingeightwinners,
had a double, the second of his
scorers claiming one of the three
finals listed – while M/s Downey
was also on the mark in a decider,
her Monleek Legend winning the
550 with ease.

Lanney’s winner, Trick
Diamond, was on his debut,
and though he had just one
line of form, was one for only
the professionals, getting a 1/4
quote.

But he had just three in
opposition, and each was
dispatched with ease.

The year just ended saw the
Navanman regain his trainers’
title.

The last of his 2010 scorers
brought him on the 70 mark,
putting him well clear of his
nearest opponent. Picking up 38
wins at other tracks he finished
8th overall in the country.

The Downey kennel, in
Drogheda, presided over by
John Downey, with John’s father,

Maurice and son, Cathal, playing
more that a bit-part in the
operation, had a tremendous
2010 record at Dowdallshill.
There were twenty-five wins in
all, but the record is much better
than that bare statistic.

Between early March and
late November the kennel had
just 54 runners at the track, the
majority of them with the very
best of breeding in brackets after
their name, and with almost half
of them winning, most of them
at short odds, the bookies had
every reason to fear when Rita
Downey’s name appeared on the
card.

A number of the victories
came in competition finals
– and that trend, it would seem,
is set to continue. All of David
McKenna’s runners are bred, fed
and trained in Carnaross. The
kennel is family-run, and rarely
does any of the winners cross the

line without vocal back-up from
the team. Runners are always
on the market, and are never
extravagantly priced.

The win for McKenna’s Bad
Romance in the Dual Distance
final, run over the 400, scuppered
favourite-backers.

They were on fastest semi-final
winner, Belrobin House, and had
reason to be confident when John
Woods’ Kilkerley runner broke
smartly on the wide outside.

But Bad Romance had the
pace to get to the front before the
turn, and finish the faster after
turning for home just ahead of
the favourite.

A length-and-a-half separated
them at the line, the clock
registering 22.70. Sixty spots can
be taken off that, as the track was
racing very heavy.

Fully Armed, who justified
strong support on December 22,
was odds-on to make it a quick

double, but Thomas McKevitt’s
local runner caught a real tartar
in Aintree Bob.

Owned by a Dromiskin
syndicate and trained in Oldcastle
by Oliver Fitzpatrick, Aintree Bob
enjoyed no luck in recent 525
outings at Harolds Cross, and was
back to a sprint for this outing.

Bred by the owners, Aintree
Bob rocketed from two to gain a
lead he never at any stage looked
like losing.

He had a clear lead from the
favourite at the bend, and stayed
on well to the finish, getting
home by four lengths in a night’s
fastest 22.23.

Racing takes place at
Dowdalshill this Friday and
Saturday night, and that’s how
it will be during January, two
meetings per week.

Whether or not it will be back
to three meetings per week after
that remains to be seen.

Geoffrey Hoey who was the winner of The St Patrick’s GFC Lotto of €17,000, receiving the cheque
from Fergal Malone and committee members Karl Flynn, Frank McCann, and Vincent O’Hare.

Big Lotto Winner

By Joe Carroll


