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BOXING Dealgan Boxing Club

JORGE Lorenzo continued his dominance of MotoGP with his fifth
victory of the season in Barcelona.

The Spaniard comfortably led home compatriot Dani Pedrosa
and Casey Stoner as he continues to display the ability required
to add his first premier class title to his collection of 250cc titles.
There is an ever increasing confidence around Lorenzo right now,
and he was not a shrinking violet prior to his current run of form.
The Yamaha rider has ensured that his team has not missed a
beat since becoming the championship favourite after the injury
enforced absence of his teammate, Valentino Rossi.

Lorenzo has been in superb form this year and Barcelona
marked his third victory in succession with each coming from
pole position. The 23 year old has shown an increasing maturity
as he fully understands his position within the paddock and as
the title favourite. His current run of results is the best form of
his career in all classes and he now holds a 52 point lead at the
top of the standings.

Italy rejoices with Rossi and Ducati together
at last

Lorenzo’s performances have left Yamaha in a precarious
position in relation to retaining Rossi. Paddock rumour has been
that the Italian has already agreed a two year deal with Ducati
from next season. This comes as a result of the actions of
Yamaha in negotiations with Valentino. It was long believed that
Rossi would continue with Yamaha for the duration of his racing
career before becoming a global ambassador for the company
and continue to have a presence at Grand Prix and promotional
events in the same way that Giacomo Agostini has done for
years.

The initial speculation linking Rossi to Ducati was viewed as
nothing more than a fanciful alignment of the two largest names
in Italian motorcycling. What has changed in the meantime to
now make it all but certain that a red bike will be adorned with a
yellow number 46 next season?

When negotiations got underway between Rossi and Yamaha
management the Italian was informed that his salary would have
to be slashed from somewhere in the region of 14 million to 9
million due to the continued poor financial performance of the
Japanese company. Rossi agreed that the pay cut was acceptable
and a deal was close to being completed...until he discovered the
offer made to Lorenzo.

Reports in the Italian media stated that Lorenzo was offered a
wage increase from 3 million to 8 million. Was it coincidental
that Rossi’s wage cut was the same amount as Lorenzo’s
increase? Rossi was understandably furious with Yamaha
management when he was informed of this and immediately
started looking at his available options. In the past he has been
courted by Ducati but had always stayed loyal to Yamaha. In light
of what had occurred it is not surprising that Valentino decided
that ending his two wheeled career with an Italian manufacturer
was preferable to continuing with Yamaha and an increasingly
strained relationship with Lorenzo.

Even after 15 years in MotoGP Rossi still has
ambitions to meet

The move to Ducati offers Rossi an opportunity to win premier
class titles on three different makes of motorcycles, a feat that
has never been achieved. As a student of the sport that he loves
so much this undoubtedly would mean an enormous amount to
Rossi and may energise him to such an extent that a tilt at
Agostini’s record of 122 Grand Prix victories may also form the
closing chapter of his incredible career.

There are similarities between the deal that will see him leave
Yamaha and the one that saw him sign for the company in 2004.
A lack of respect from Honda was the main reason that Valentino
left HRC after bosses declared that it was the bike that won titles
and Rossi was merely the beneficiary of the best bike. At this
time Rossi was a four times world champion and decided that
with his place in racing folklore already assured the challenge of
going to Yamaha and turning the uncompetitive YZR-M1 into a
world beater was too great. Rossi won his first race aboard the
Yamaha and also took the world title in his first and second
years. A similar feat with the Bologna bikes would eclipse even
his earlier achievements, coming as it does against the likes of
Lorenzo as Yamaha’s favourite son.
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Ireland’s Captain Fantastic
Broadhurst leads Ireland with two wins at Italian event

By Gavin McLaughlin

DEALGAN ace Stephen
Broadhurst put the cap on a
memorable season by claiming
two victories for his country in
the recent Youth international
event between Italy and Ireland
at the Stentino Open Air Festival
of boxing in Sardinia.

Stephen received the call up to
the Irish squad after winning the
Irish Under-18 title in May. In
addition to winning a place on
the squad he was also awarded
the captaincy of the squad.

Where some may have wilted
under the pressure, Stephen
seemed to revel on the
international scene, being the
only Irish fighter – from a squad
of 16 - to win both of his bouts.

“I was speaking to one of the
coaches who went over and he
said that he was delighted with
Stephen”, said Tony Broadhurst,
Stephen's dad and coach. “He
was the youngest in the squad so
to be made team captain was a
huge achievement.

“It was good for him that I
wasn't there in a way, added
Tony. “For eight years, whether
it's been sparring or fighting, I've
been in his corner. It might have
been a bit of a mental block
that's been removed. He was a bit
worried when he arrived but I
told him he knew what to do. He
went out there and did it.
Hopefully he takes me back into
his corner now”, laughed Tony.

Broadhurst had five points to
spare over Giuseppe Perugino in
his opening welterweight fight.
The Italian came into the fight
having stopped three opponents
in his previous five outings but
he showed great composure to
clock up a comfortable 9-4 win.

That set up a classic Ireland v
Italy showdown for the following
evening where Stephen went
head to head with Italy's Under-

18 World Championship
representative – and skipper –
Dario Morrello.

“When he told me he was
fighting the captain I thought 'it's
going to be very hard to get a
decision here', said Tony. “They
put the fight on towards the end
to get the crowd going and I
thought it was a set-up. He got
into the ring and the crowd were
going mad, screaming Dario,
Dario.

“Dario caught him with a good
few shots but Stephen trebled
what Dario landed and the
Italian got a bit annoyed. He
head butted Stephen a couple of
times but he coped with it well
and won 5-0 in the end.”

According to Tony, the
experience of fighting abroad
will help him when the new
season starts in September.

“Fighting a different style of
fighter will only make him better.
Dario was very quick and he
liked to keep away from Stephen
and then nip in with a few shots.
Perugino was built like a man.
Stephen noticed the
development side of things in
Italy was a bit more advanced.
The experience he has gained
will make him come on a lot
more. He is far more mature now
and he really feels that
everything is worthwhile. He can
sit back and enjoy the summer
and reflect on what he has done
this year.”

Next year looks set to be just
as exciting for Stephen. At
domestic level it is envisaged
that he will move to Under-21
level, a startling achievement for
a fighter who has still to hit 17-
years of age.

“I'm reluctant to throw him in
against men. I don't care how
good somebody is”, said Tony. “If
you are 16 and hit by a man it is
going to hurt. Some coaches say
it builds up experience but I

would look at the mental side of
what something like that could
do. I don't see why we should
rush him.”

He is also part of the IABA
High Performance squad and
will represent Ireland in a
number of international
tournaments.

“If he is called up six weeks
before a tournament, he will
travel to Dublin every weekend

to train. They will pay his
travelling expenses, it gives him
a taste of how things could be
and it will also lighten the load
on my pocket”, joked Tony.

The Broadhurst family would
like to thank The Usual Place,
Earl Street, Dundalk and the JJB
Soccer Dome, Dundalk for their
help in sponsoring Stephen's trip
to Italy.
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Ireland Under-18 National Champion Stephen Broadhurst captained
Ireland at the Stentino Open Air Festival of boxing in Sardinia recently.
Stephen won both his fights, the only Irish boxer to do so at the event.

Dundalk Rugby Football Club 2010 Player of the Year Awards

Robert Farrell (right), Under-17
Player of the Year receiving his
award from Conor Beattie.

4thteamPlayeroftheYearAlexWhately
(right) receiving his award from club
captain David McGee.Pics: A Kinahan

3rd team Player of the Year Brian
Crosby(right)receivinghisawardfrom
team captain Shane McEneaney.

Johnathan Williams (right), Under-19
Player of the Year receiving his award
from team manager Brendan McDonnell.


