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Hamilton stares down critics
After the european Grand Prix, just four weeks ago, Lewis Ham-
ilton had hit rock bottom. By common consent the 2008 world 
champion had taken his eye off the ball and had began to show 
too much interest in matters outside of the cockpit of his McLaren.

the englishman had travelled to Valencia on the back of clashes 
in Monaco and Canada that led many to believe that he had lost 
focus and his career was, in this age of instant news cycles, in 
terminal decline. Hamilton’s decision in March to hire Simon fuller 
as his manager was universally received as a step towards making 
himself an international megastar that could move easily from the 
f1 paddock to the red carpet.

One specialist magazines asked “what’s next for brand Lewis?” 
while another said that Lewis was “staring at a career crossroads.” 
It was clear that many viewed his outside interests to be taking 
on too great a priority in his life and that with an ever growing 
entourage attending each race that he had lost track of his roots 
and his desire to win races and more titles.

In Monaco it was evident that Hamilton was feeling the pressure 
of public expectation and as a result mistakes were inevitable. In a 
career fast tracked towards formula 1 since he was eight years of 
age he was now navigating in uncharted territories; failure to live 
up to the expectations heaped on his shoulders. 

this also coincided with the absence of his father from his inner 
circle. Anthony Hamilton had been at his side constantly throughout 
his life and career in his dual role as father and manager. Prior to 
the start of last season Lewis ended the business side of their 
relationship and for the first time in his career, and in his life, 
Hamilton had been given the freedom to decide how he wanted to 
tackle every problem.

Decisions, decisions....
flying solo without the aid of his father it was clear that Lewis was 

enjoying being able shape his career and his image. Mistakes were 
inevitable and ultimately he also knew that this freedom would be 
short-lived and that the pressures of being one of the world’s top 
sportsmen would mean that he would need to hire a manager to 
take care of the day to day business of his career.

fuller was an obvious manager in Hamilton’s eyes. He would be 
able to open new doors through his media contacts and Hamilton 
would be able to cash in on his value as a celebrity whose fame now 
transcends far beyond motorsport. It was in this light that “Brand 
Lewis” was looked at. 

In the specialist motorsport press it can sometimes too hard to see 
the wood from the trees. formula 1 is the pinnacle of the sport and 
for specialist journalists it can be difficult to see how any driver could 
want more than being a racing driver. Hamilton has a host of outside 
interests and due to the fact that he spends a large proportion of his 
time in Los Angeles it is not a surprise that he wanted to become a 
celebrity on both sides of the Atlantic.

this desire, and the hiring of fuller, however was always likely 
to be met with derision if he was to have any problems during the 
season. His clashes in Monaco and Canada and McLaren’s struggles 
in Valencia were the perfect opportunity for criticism and his fabulous 
Chinese victory in April was quickly forgotten and the focus shifted to 
the “distractions” that were now affecting his performances.

formula 1 is a results based sport and what you did in the past 
does not matter. It is a dog eat dog world and with only 24 places on 
the starting grid your most recent performance is all that is important. 
When Hamilton had a trio of poor races the questions facing him in 
interviews and press conferences were inevitable and comparisons 
were made to other sportsmen whose priorities shifted from being 
successful in their sport and chasing wealth and fame.

throughout the questioning Hamilton has resolutely stuck to his 
guns that racing has indeed been his focus and that, in the classic 
mantra of any successful sportsman, “winning is all that matters.” 
Last weekend at the Nurburgring Hamilton showed that he still has 
all the talent, commitment and desire needed to win races after 
taking arguably the best victory of his career.

Career high for Hamilton
the 26 year old started the race from second on the grid after a 

stunning qualifying performance saw him lap over one second faster 
than his teammate, Jenson Button. When the five red lights went 
out Hamilton jumped into the lead but faced a 97 minute battle 
with fernando Alonso and Mark Webber to stand on the top step 
of the podium. 

the trio traded places and banged wheels in what was one of 
the most exciting battles for the lead in years. With three different 
chassis, three different engines and three very different drivers this 
was a fight to savour and one that showed just why Hamilton is 
regarded as the most attacking and aggressive driver in the world.

After his second pitstop he came out just ahead of Webber and 
defended vigorously by pushing his Australian rival to the outside of 
turn two leaving Webber with no option but to cede that Hamilton 
was staying in front. 

On the next lap Alonso emerged from the pitlane in the lead of 
the race but with Hamilton and Webber closing on him under braking 
for turn one.

Alonso hesitated slightly coming into the second corner and was 
immediately swamped by Hamilton driving his McLaren around the 
outside of the ever tightening left hander. this opportunistic move 
epitomised Hamilton’s racing instincts: give him any opportunity and 
he will pounce. Sometimes this instinct can bit him back, such as at 
Monaco or Canada this year, but over the course of his 81 race career 
it has carried him to 16 victories and one world title in cars that have 
not been the fastest on the grid.

Hamilton does face a crossroads but is not how to increase the 
global awareness of “Brand Lewis” it is simply how best to position 
himself to win world titles and there is little doubt that eventually 
when decisions are due to be made that he will drive straight through 
the crossroads to fulfil the promise of his immense talents.

GREYHOUND RACING Dundalk Stadium

While Cracking Man and 
Mozzletoff were superb in the 
second round of the Bar-One 
irish Sprint Cup, the big talking 
point at the end of one of the 
best night’s racing there’s been at 
the track this year away from the 
international meeting was the 
elimination of two hotpots. 

Scarty Yes Man was fastest in 
the opening round with a 21.15 
run, with Spearhawk only one 
point slower, but both are now 
among the also-rans. 

Spearhawk, the well-backed 
long-odds favourite, took a heavy 
knock at the bend, and simply 
couldn’t find a way back - and 
having chosen this outing to 
dwell in traps, the John McGee-
trained Scarty Yes Man was never 

in with a shout in the heat won 
by Gilford Driver, one of two heat 
winners for brothers, laurence 
and Brian Jones.

Carlows Pride and Yes Boss 
were other beaten odds-on 
shots, but both are still standing, 
as is 2010 Scottish Derby winner, 
Nambisco, who put himself in 
trouble with a much slower start 
than the previous week, but was 
still able to grab third spot behind 
5/1 shot, Drumcrow Buzz.

Cracking Man is the new 
market-leader going into this 
Saturday night’s quarter-finals, 
with Mozzletoff next best.

A place along the rails was a 
huge help to the Jones brothers’ 
home-bred, Dandy Donut.

The son of Ballymac Meave 
and Quadrigo took the shortest 
way around the bend to take 

over from hoedown and the 
wide-running haveitall Mayo, 
and after that the now winner 
of six from 17 was left to come 
home a comfortable one-and-a-
half length winner from haveitall 
Mayo in 21.35.

The second part of the Jones 
double was brought up by Dandy 
Donut’s litter-comrade, Gilford 
Driver. A winner the previous 
week, Gilford was a close-up third 
to Ballyhill Grand and Turn Of 
Foot at the bend. The three went 
up the home straight together, 
with the Jones runner making 
it to the line with the minimum 
to spare from Turn Of Foot and 
Ballyhill Grand – who will be 
required to run a satisfactory 
trial before being passed to have  
his next race – a half-length away 
from the 21.54.

Spearhawk, running for Craig 
Kelly and Tommy McKevitt, 
was a 1/3 shot, and though he 
didn’t leave the traps as fast as 
usual he had the pace to get to 
the bend alongside Shoemakers 
lad. Neither, however, got a clear 
passage, and the favourite was 
the biggest sufferer. he was put 
out of the race, while Shoemakers 
lad was left to chase home 
Drumcove lad, a 10/1 chance 
who took full advantage of the 
first bend trouble.

Antoinette Norton’s local 
runner, Cian’s Machine, is 
hanging in there. The inmate of 
Seamus O’hanlon’s Dowdallshill 
kennel took third behind hi 
There Rocky and Yes Boss in heat 
6, and his among the runners for 
Saturday night’s quarter-finals.

Punters rocked as Spearhawk goes out of Sprint Cup
By Joe Carroll

SWIMMING Brian O’Sullivan

Woodview open the 
new season with Top 
Four semi-final win
WOODvIEW CElTIC...........................................1 
TRIM CElTIC......................................................0

REIGNING MDL Premier Division kings Woodview 
Celtic picked up where they left off last season by 
qualifying for the final of the MDL top four com-
petition thanks to this victory over Trim Celtic at a 
sun drenched Moorland on Sunday morning. 

The champions were short a number of last 
year’s title winning team but that did not stop them 

overcoming the Meath side 1-0 in their first outing 
of the new campaign. 

The first half ended scoreless with both teams 
failing to break the deadlock. The best opportunity 
of the half fell to Woodview striker Anto Reilly who 
headed narrowly wide when he got on the end of 
an Eamonn O’Hagan free kick. 

The second half was controlled by Gavin 
McKeever’s side and they almost opened the 
scoring midway through the half. O’Hagan floated 
in an excellent delivery, Stephen Grimes headed on 
to Sean Dixon but his effort was hacked off the 
goal line. 

With eight minutes to go Dixon turned provider, 
delivering a pinpoint free kick to the head of centre 
half Shane English who saw his powerful header 
rattle the crossbar. 

Woodview eventually made the breakthrough 
when yet another delivery into the heart of the Trim 
penalty area caused havoc and the elusive Grimes 
stole in unmarked to flick the ball to the net to 
make it 1-0. 

They could have doubled their lead late on 
when Owen Armstrong - after a surging run - was 
tumbled in the penalty area but the winger fired 
the resulting penalty kick wide. 

Trim rallied in the closing stages to try and find 
an equaliser but the Woodview defence stood firm 
to secure their place in the final. 

WoodvieW CeltiC: Padraig Gorham, John 
Smith (Colin Warnock), Eamonn O’Hagan, Shane 
English, Sean Dixon, Anto Reilly, Owen Armstrong, 
Stephen Grimes, Stephen Gorham, Martin Gill, 
Conor Mulvenna (Brian McCluskey).  

SOCCER MDl Top Four Competition

ARDEE swimmer Brian O’Sullivan 
excelled yet again last week, picking 
up three gold medals at the 2011 
Irish Open Youth and Senior Long 
Course Championships which were 
held at the National Aquatic Centre 
in Dublin

On Thursday, Brian swam the 
fastest qualifying heat in the 200m 
freestyle, coming home in a time of 
1.58.49. In the final that evening, he 
swam 1.57.72, picking up his first 
gold medal.

The following day yielded similar 
results. On Friday morning he swam 
his 100m freestyle heat, again 
recording the fastest qualifying time 
of 54.44 secs. In the final he scorched 
home in 53.24 secs to claim his 
second gold medal. 

These two events confirmed Brian 
as the Irish Junior Champion at 200m 
freestyle and 100m Freestyle. 

The best was yet to come from the 
Dundalk Grammar School student. 
On Sunday he entered the Irish Open 
50m Freestyle against the country’s 
most senior swimmers. Once again, 
Brian swam magnificently and took 
gold and, at the age of 16, became 
the youngest swimmer to compete 
and win the 50m Freestyle final.

This victory caps a fantastic year 
for Brian which saw him added to 
the Ulster High Performance Team 
and the National Youth Squad. 

In March this year he also picked 
up two gold medals at the WISE 
(Wales, Ireland, Scotland, England) 
Schools International where he was 
representing Dundalk Grammar 
School where he has just completed 
his transition year.

His coach Gary McCreesh, from 
Mullaghbawn, is overjoyed with 
his performance and said that the 
recent hard training that Brian has 
completed  brought its rewards at the 
National Championships. 

Gary singled out Aura Leisure, 
Dundalk for special praise and all 
the staff and swim members there 
who have facilitated Brian in his 
effort to do well at the National 
Championships. 

Over the remainder of the summer, 
Brian will travel with a Swim Ireland 
contingent to the British Youth 
Championships in Sheffield and he 
has also been selected to represent 
Ireland in early September for the UK 
School Games 2011.

More gold for 
Ardee’s Brian

Ardee swimmer Brian O’Sullivan 
(left) pictured with his coach Gary 
McCreesh last weekend.


