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Fernando alonso was victorious at a thrilling British 
Grand Prix that saw Ferrari celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of their first Formula 1 win in the finest fashion. The Span-
iard also marked the occasion by driving a 1951 Ferrari in 
the morning and afterwards it was clear that the occasion, 
and his 27th career win, meant a lot to the double world 
champion.

alonso took advantage of mixed conditions to take a 
dominant win, his first since the Korean Grand Prix last year, 
which showed once more the progress that the Italian team 
has made in recent months. From being over one second 
off the pace at the start of the european season alonso 
was neck and neck with the red Bulls in qualifying and 
considerably faster in race trim.

The race began in damp conditions from an earlier shower 
leaving the drivers no choice but to start on intermediate 
tyres. With clearing skies and rising temperatures it was 
clear that the 24 cars would create a dry line quickly and 
as a result it was only be a matter of time before slick tyres 
would be needed. 

When the five lights went out just as in Barcelona Mark 
Webber failed to convert his pole position into an early lead. 
reigning world champion, Sebastian Vettel, made a great 
start and jumped into an early lead with Lewis Hamilton 
also making a quick get away to moving from tenth on the 
grid to fight for fifth in the opening laps.

The difficulty of the conditions, with one half of the 
circuit wet and the other half dry, was perfectly illustrated by 
Hamilton who ran wide at Brooklands while battling with 
the Ferrari of Felipe Massa in the early stages. It was clear 
that the track was starting to dry and the intermediate tyres 
were starting to struggle to maintain their grip. Webber was 
one of the drivers most affected and his failure to produce 
fast times allowed Vettel to open a commanding lead.

Lap nine
on lap nine Michael Schumacher became the first driver 

to take the plunge and put slicks onto his Mercedes. His 
decision was forced following a crash with Kamui Kobayashi 
that saw the seven times world champion damage his front 
wing and cause his Japanese rival to spin. The German lost 
control of the rear end under braking at Brooklands and slid 
into the Sauber. With Schumacher clearly at fault it came as 
little surprise when he was given a stop go penalty for the 
incident but even with such challenges this was another 
strong performance from Schumacher who was rewarded 
with a points finish in a race that he had the pace to 
challenge for a top five finish.

on his outlap Schumacher gave an indication of just how 
fast the dry weather tyres could be by setting the fastest 
final sector time and then setting the fastest lap of the early 
stages of the race; it was clear that the track had reached 
its cross over point and suddenly the pit stops started to 

come thick and fast with Webber, alonso and Hamilton all 
pitting on lap 13. With a comfortable lead Vettel was able 
to afford himself the luxury of staying out for an extra lap 
before making his stop.

The first laps after switching to slicks left all of the drivers 
with no reference points as to the grip levels available. 
Vettel, with a healthy title lead, took his time to get up to 
speed while with Ferrari struggling to get their tyres up to 
temperature the time was nigh for Hamilton to attack hard 
and try and force his way past alonso before closing on 
the leaders. 

Hamilton was clearly ready to fight for the win and his 
intentions were made perfectly clear when he forced his 
way past alonso at Copse before setting the fastest lap of 
the race to close down the lead of Vettel and Webber.

The red Bulls were now in a tight fight for the lead 
with Webber willing to push exceptionally hard to pressure 
his teammate who was unwilling to take risks in such 
treacherous conditions. Just when it looked as though 
Vettel would be under immense pressure for the win the 
German’s tyres reached their operating temperature and his 
confidence started to rise with the German starting to set a 
string of fast laps from lap 17 onwards.

Contention
alonso was also on the pace at this point and moved 

himself into firm contention for the victory when the Ferrari 
started to set the pace prior to his second pit-stop. With the 
Ferrari having struggled to get its tyres up to temperature 
the Spaniard was able to avail of having extra tyre life 
relative to his competitors before making his stop on lap 
26 right behind Vettel.

The red Bull came to a halt four seconds ahead of alonso 
but a problem with the right rear wheel cost the German 
the lead and saw alonso ascend to a lead that he would not 
lose until taking the chequered flag.

The pitstop problem cost Vettel dearly and he fell to third 
behind Hamilton and just ahead of Webber. It seemed that 
Vettel was primed for a stunning battle with Hamilton but 
the German was unwilling to attack for the lead and even 
though he had a much faster car he waited until making his 
final pitstop before moving ahead of Hamilton who pitted 
a lap later and fell to third. alonso made his stop four laps 
later and came out comfortably in front after a trouble free 
stop. 

Trouble for Button
Jenson Button’s stop was far from trouble free with 

the former world champion retires as he exited the pit 
lane following his team’s failure to attach the wheel nut 
correctly.

With ten laps to go alonso held a significant lead from 
Vettel with Massa third still waiting to make his final stop. 
Hamilton was fourth with the McLaren driver holding off 
Webber in fifth. on lap 43 however Hamilton’s race turned 
sour when he was given a radio message to save fuel.

With Hamilton conserving fuel Webber closed in 
dramatically and even though his team thought that 
McLaren might be bluffing as to the severity of Hamilton’s 
fuel woes the australian was driving exceptionally well and 
clearly considerably faster than Hamilton. Within two laps 
Webber was right behind his rival and trying to drive around 
the outside at turn three before getting a superb exit onto 
the Wellington straight where the red Bull driver utilised his 
drS to pass Hamilton around the outside into Brooklands 
in a superb move that saw the pair just inches apart as they 
turned into the corner before Webber held sway and started 
to pull clear of Hamilton.

Hamilton’s fuel issue was far from over at this point 
because behind him Massa, following his final stop, was 
flying and closing in on the McLaren with just a handful 
of laps to go. The pair had a stunning fight on the last lap 
with Hamilton driving defensively and able to hold off the 
Ferrari until the final corner when Massa tied to dive down 
the outside. Hamilton with his unloaded left front locked 
up fought hard and made contact with the Ferrari but it 
seemed inevitable that Massa would emerge from the final 
corner ahead. 

With numerous lines available through Club corner a 
quick thinking Hamilton boxed off the corner and managed 
to cut back onto the inside line to be side by side with 
Massa once again as they exited the corner. The Ferrari 
driver was marginally ahead but was running out of road as 
he fed in the power. eventually the Brazilian had no option 
but to drive over the asphalt run off leaving Hamilton to 
take fourth at the line.

All eyes ahead
The fight ahead of the englishman though was where 

the majority of post race interest was focused. Webber had 
closed the gap to Vettel and clearly considerably faster. The 
australian was racing hard and clearly eager to move ahead 
of his teammate until with two laps to go he was told by 
team principal, Christian Horner, to “maintain position.” 

Webber did not accept this order and continued to fight 
hard to the flag. When asked afterwards how many times 
he was told not to fight his teammate Webber commented 
that there was “four or five messages.” The implication was 
clear-Webber’s precarious title position had left him no 
option but to attack Vettel.

While red Bull were perfectly within their rights to ask 
Webber to maintain position, team orders are now legal, 
the move was met with widespread displeasure amongst 
fans as another example of Vettel being favoured by red 
Bull following the examples of incidents in Turkey and 
Silverstone last year.

The decision to stop their drivers fighting was clearly 
made with last year’s Turkish Grand Prix in mind when 
Vettel crashed in Webber costing the German a podium 
and Webber a certain win. The Milton Keynes based squad 
was universally criticised for their decision to let the drivers 
race in Istanbul while at Silverstone Horner had to answer 
questions after the race about why he had asked them not 
to race on Sunday. 

Such decisions are exceptionally difficult for a team boss 
to make because they clearly can affect the motivation of 
one driver who would feel that they are no longer in a 
position to fight with the backing of his team after the race 
Webber, who ignored the order, was clearly upset at having 
been put into that position by the team.

When asked how he felt about being asked the team’s 
decision to not let him race his teammate to the flag the 
australian said:

“I’m not fine with it. What if Fernando retires? We are 
then fighting for the win.” Webber went on to say that, “I 
just wanted to race to the end. With four or five laps to go 
they started talking to me about holding position.”

The red Bull driver was clearly agitated and his anger 
was written all over his face. Vettel on the other hand was 
relaxed about the incident and said even though Webber 
ignored the order there was still little chance of him giving 
away the position.

The German went on to say that he agreed with the 
team’s decision and that “when you have cars isolated in 
second and third there is no point in letting them race.”

Coming just one year after Ferrari’s decision to ensure 
alonso won the German Grand Prix it was ironic that the 
Spaniard would win once again but with Webber clearly 
feeling isolated at red Bull and possibly feeling that he no 
longer has the backing of the team it remains to be seen 
just how far reaching the decisions made, by both Webber 
and the team, will have on their ability to continue working 
together in future.
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There are four Classic winners in 
the field for tonight’s Boylesports.
com International at Dundalk 
Stadium, among them title-holder, 
Definate Opinion, who will be 
attempting to emulate the only 
other dual winners of the race, 
Farloe Melody (1991, ‘92) and 
Dynamic Fair (1996, ‘97). 

Patrick Guilfoyle’s charge, winner 
of the 2010 Irish Cesarewitch, 
came on the inside twelve months 
ago to edge out Fatboyz Tyson 
by a length - and the immediate 
reaction of the sponsors after 
their head of horse & Greyhound 
Trading, Mike Coultard, had made 
the trap draw was to make the 
champion a 7/2 chance to repeat 

the feat. 
Joint-favourites in a very open 

betting race were Droopys Twirl, 
winner of a memorable Sporting 
Press Irish Oaks less than a 
fortnight ago, and Barefoot Bullet, 
one of two Paul hennessy runners 
in the line-up. It was 3/1 each of 
two, with the Dolores ruth-trained 
Makeshift on the same mark as 
Definate Opinion.

The other hennessy runner, 
What A Tornado, who came from 
a near-hopeless position to win 
the last Saturday week’s Kerry 
Agribusiness Irish St Leger at 
Limerick, got an initial quote of 
6/1, while Nambisco, winner of 
last year’s Scottish Derby, was the 
outsider of the party on  8/1.

The draw resulted: 1 Droopys 

Twirl; 2 Nambisco; 3 Definate 
Opinion; 4 Makeshift; 5 What A 
Tornado; 6 Barefoot Bullet (w).

While the cross-Channel 
challenge is not as strong as 
the track management had 
hoped for, the field is one of the 
classiest there’s been in years. 
Makeshift and Definate Opinion 
are, arguably, the most favourably 
drawn. Both can go up fast, and 
that’s an asset with such a short 
run to the opening bend. 

But if the likes of Droopys Twirl 
and What a Tornado are on the 
premises going down the back, 
we can watch out for a hectic 
finish. Droopys clawed back 
Mozzletoff’s huge lead in the Oaks 
final, running a tremendous back 
straight, and it was  in the same 

stage of last Saturday night’s race 
that What A Tornado made up 
ground after a troubled run round 
the opening bend.

Nambisco, who’ll be attempting 
to give england a first win since 
Blonde Dino’s triumph three 
years ago, has been taken out of 
retirement. When the invite came 
through, there was a change of 
plans among connections, among 
whom are Newry natives, hugh 
Courtney and Martin White. Both 
men were regulars when racing 
took place at the International’s 
first home, the old track on The 
ramparts.

Droopys Twirl came in with a 
29.96 run for the 550 at a recent 
trial session, but had stumbled on 
leaving the traps. She impressed 

many with the manner in which 
she opened up in the back 
straight before coming home with 
a flourish.

Six bitches have won this race 
in the 43 years since it was first 
run, and there could be a seventh 
in the shape of Droopys Twirl. Any 
selection, however, can only have 
the word ‘tentative’ attached. It’s 
a most open contest, and might 
also be a thriller – in keeping with 
what we’ve seen over the past two 
Saturday nights.

There are eleven races on 
tonight’s card, the first of them 
getting underway at 7.30. Four 
are Opens and six of them finals, 
and good to report several locals 
kennels are represented in the 
deciders.

Tonight’s excitement will have 
only died down when it will be 
time for the Bar-One Irish Sprint 
Cup to take off. A full entry has 
been received for the €20,000-to-
the-winner event, and among the 
72 are the runners-up of the past 
couple of years, Yes Boss (2009) 
and Target Brett.

 Also engaged is Mozzletoff, just 
touched off in the Irish Oaks final, 
Carlow Pride and the precocious 
Cracking Man, whose 21.01 trial 
at the track last Saturday night 
was quite sensational. Target 
Brett is trained in Clogherhead by 
Craig Kelly, who is also responsible 
for one of the market-leaders, 
Spearhawk.  The competition runs 
for a month, the final taking place 
on Sunday, July 14.   

Betting for tonight’s International is wide open
GREYHOUNDS BoyleSports.com International
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