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Racing rocked by Peugeot pullout

The midweek news that Peugeot will withdraw with immediate effect 
from sportscar racing sent shockwaves reverberating throughout the 
motorsport community. The French manufacturer cited falling sales 
of its cars in europe as their reason for the withdrawal and a desire 
to focus on providing cars more suitable for today’s markets as being 
more important that racing at the highest level.

While in theory that sounds like a reasonable decision it does little 
to console the sportscar community which had been looking forward to 
a bright future with the inaugural World endurance Championship due 
to start in March. The battle between Audi and Peugeot at the front of 
the field was the centre piece of this championship.

Over the course of the last four seasons Peugeot is the only 
manufacturer to have challenged Audi and their 2009 Le Mans 24 hours 
success was the pinnacle of their achievements. With an all new car, 
the diesel powered 908, racing last year the Intercontinental Le Mans 
series saw incredibly close racing between the pair with the highlight 
undoubtedly being Audi’s victory, by a 30s margin at Le Mans.

With world championship status being given to an endurance 
championship for the first time since the nineties this season promised 
to be one of the most compelling in year’s for a discipline that had been 
on its knees just ten years ago.

This announcement could once more plunge sportscar racing into 
a trough. With Toyota only racing in selected races this year and other 
manufacturers such as Porsche still at least two years from competing 
the trophy for the inaugural World endurance Championship can 
already be guaranteed to feature Audi as the manufacturer.

Series where only a single car can realistically win races are destined 
to offer little excitement to the paying public and while the battles in 
the lower classes will be intense this year it is only the LMP1 class that 
garners column inches.

What now for WeC?
It is ironic that the main reason that the WeC will struggle for 

attention in 2012 is because Peugeot withdrew from the series at the 
last minute. The manufacturer had been instrumental in forcing the FIA, 
the sport’s governing body, to provide the status of a fully fledged world 
championship for endurance racing if they were to continue racing at 
this level.

With world championship status bestowed on endurance racing it 
seemed that a return to the golden era would occur. As it is now though 
there is little hope of that until next season at the earliest and it is still 
hard to imagine circumstances where the white hot battle Audi and 
Peugeot is replicated anytime soon.

Both companies pushed each other to every increasing heights over 
the last years with their diesel powered coupes and while Peugeot 
held the upper hand in pure performance in recent years the Audi 
was generally the more flexible and reliable. This turned when Audi 
revealed a new car in 2010 that was more aggressive and pushed the 
boundaries much closer to the edge.

The Ingolstadt based squad finally had a foe worthy of competition 
after dominating the sportscar domain for the better part of a decade. 
It had been thought that the proud Peugeot factory would have hit back 
this year after missing out on the biggest prize of all but alas only the 
memories of those successes now remain.

It will be interesting to see how the WeC handles this pullout. The 
contrast in statements released by the WeC heavy hitters and the 
American Le Mans Series were stark. The ALMS has benefitted from the 
spectacle of the Audi, Peugeot battle and with the WeC now making 
the American series less relevant there was little to be gain from being 
critical of the manufacturer.

“While the announcement of Peugeot ending its factory participation 
in endurance racing comes as a real disappointment,” said ALMS CeO 
Scott Anderson. “It should not diminish the remarkable achievements 
that it accomplished in its return to factory prototype competition.”

“Its clashes with Audi at Le Mans and in the American Le Mans 
Series provided fantastic competition and drama on sportscar racing’s 
largest stages.”

ACO and FIA looking to the future
Le Mans organisers, the ACO, and the FIA however were much more 

open with their thoughts. The ACO has longed for a world championship 
and was keen to show the teams committed to the series that there is 
still strength in the WeC and in a bullish statement they did not even 
name Peugeot as they give little credence to the withdrawal will have 
a negative effect on the future of the championship:

“The Automobile Club de l’Ouest deeply regrets the departure of 
the French manufacturer,” it said in an official statement. “Nevertheless 
with the creation of the new FIA World endurance Championship, the 
future of the discipline promises [to be] more prestigious than ever. 
The grids of the 24 hours of Le Mans and the FIA World endurance 
Championship 2012 promise to be well filled. Many entries have been 
registered, some from major manufacturers, proof that automobile 
endurance racing is healthy and dynamic.”

The FIA statement from President Jean Todt, the former Peugeot 
team boss, revealed little of their thoughts but once more showed 
steely determination from the Frenchman:

“To lose such a strong player like Peugeot is bad news, indicating 
what a tough period the automotive industry is going through, and this 
group in particular,” Todt conceded. “I believe that it is especially true 
that in tough times one should find ways of expressing full commitment, 
rather than pulling out. But we can only respect their choice and hope 
that they can come back soon at the highest level of motorsport.”

It remains to be seen just when they will return to the highest level of 
the sport but one thing is for certain, until a worthy successor appears 
the challenge presented from Audi will simply be to finish races.

BASKETBALL Kilsaran Dynamites

Brennan shows no 
mercy in Killin-kere

After a lengthy Christmas break, the Kilsaran 
Dynamites senior ladies basketball team 
travelled to Killinkere on Sunday last to play 
their first game of the New Year in the (NeBBL) 
North east Basketball League. 

Dynamites’ Orla Brennan played one of 
her best games to date within the three point 
inner circle as she scored 25 points to help the 
Dynamites overcome a youthful Killinkere team 
and push Dynamites for a top four finish once 
again. 

Brennan, a prolific three point shooter, 
adjusted her game and found all her scores from 
posting up and the free throw line, baking and 
shaking her opponent into her way of thinking 
to finish top scorer. 

She was ably assisted by point guard emma 
Kearney whose array of pin-point passes allowed 
her team mates to benefit with Killinkere having 
no answers.

the Dynamites, showcasing their development 
policy, teamed youth with experience and how 
this tactic paid off with 16-year-old Sinead 
O’Hagan playing her first senior game and 
scoring 17 points in the process. 

O’Hagan is a player who has developed in 
leaps and bounds and is definitely one for the 
future. Her speed on braking combined with 
super finishing can only benefit her team mates 
in any game. 

Captain Kathy O’Neill, along with forward 
Kate O’Byrne, controlled the offensive and 
defence boards allowing Dynamites to recycle 
the ball which Killinkere found hard to adjust 
to and, with gaps opening up in their defence, 
Killinkere had no answer.

the Dynamites took full advantage of their 
opponents’ weakness showing no mercy with 
powerful team finishing and tireless team work 
to come away with the points and move them 
within reach of a top four spot.

Others who gave it all on the day were Barbara 
Conroy, Laura Keenan and eadaoin Casey

Dynamites scorers: O Brennan (25 points) 
S O’hagan (17 points), K O’Neill (9 points), emma 
Kearney (6 points)), B Conroy (5 points), Kate O’Byrne 
(3 points). 

Keenan celebrates on 

two fronts
Kilsaran Dynamites U14 Girls......................30 
Castleblayney U14 Girls...............................23

A CONteNDer for U14 game of this year was 
played last weekend when Kilsaran Dynamites 
travelled to Castleblayney where they put in a 
top class performance to win by seven points.

Birthday girl Clare Keenan, a young and 
upcoming player, brought the bacon home, 
powering her way to 12 of the Dynamites 30 
points. this was easily one of Claire’s best 
game, ensuring a great birthday celebration 
afterwards. 

Niamh Goodman once again carried on from 
her previous fine performances and contributed 
eight points with her final basket assisted by 
Dynamites outstanding point guard ruth 
McNally.

ruth’s vision broke the exhausted efforts of a 
Blayney team who with one minute to go on the 
game clock felt they had this game in the bag.  
Dynamites added three more points with their 
next attack and ended any comeback by Blayney 
to win by seven points in the end.

this win puts Dynamites back in the chase 
for honours come the end of season but without 
the unselfish and disciplined play of emma 
reilly, Kate McDonald, Niamh Kelly, Caoilfhinn 
Ní Bhranigán and Megan Scully this game would 
have been lost. 

the Dynamites coaches produced two teams 
in one with a rotation policy in place where all 
players were given ample game time. 

Amy Kerley and rachael McNally, two step up 
players from U12 level, were outstanding with 
Kerley exhibiting coolness passing and vision 
way beyond her years.  

Best for Dynamites: C Keenan (12 points), N 
Goodman (8 points), R McNally (6 points)), A Kearley 
and M Scully (2 points each).

Kearney shoots 100%
Kilsaran Dynamites U16 Girls......................39 
Castleblayney U16 Girls...............................42

INSpIreD by watching the U14 girls team beat 
Castleblayney in the previous game, Kilsaran 
Dynamites U16 girls showcased a fast flowing 
game but just came up short against their 
Blayney counterparts.

Down 25 points to 13 in the first half the 

Dynamite’s suffered the consequences when it 
came to the final quarter. 

Dynamites exploded into action in the second 
half with Shauna Kearney outstanding from the 
free throw line. Her 100% accuracy meant she 
finished with a total of 22 points, including two 
three pointers.

team captain Laura McNally pushed herself to 
the limits by bringing the game to Blayney while 
Sophie Monahan and Claire reynolds blocked 
everything that was thrown at them. 

Dynamites U14 point guard ruth McNally 
showed no problems in stepping up a level and 
was magnificent with her passing and control of 
play.  

entering the final quarter, the game was 
now there for the taking at 29 to 23 in Blayney’s 
favour.  the determination on the faces of the 
Dynamite players and large traveling support 
rocked the hall but despite a magnificent final 
quarter,  the poor start meant the home side 
came out on top. 

Best for Dynamites: Shauna Kearney (22 points), 
Laura McNally (12 points)).

Dynamite boys  
improve 
Kilsaran Dynamites U14 Boys......................21 
Castleblayney U14 Boys...............................54

KILSArAN Dynamites U14 Boys team played 
host to Castleblayney in the second round of 
games in the North east Basketball League last 
weekend. 

‘finding their feet’ is a term usually used 
when one speaks of youth development and this 
was evident in the young Dynamites side who 
had no answers to the power of attack Blayney 
displayed.  

Blayney being a more advanced, wiser and 
fundamentally sounder team controlled the 
game from start to finish.  

Dynamites point guards found it hard to break 
down the wall Blayney placed in front of them 
and with no ability to deliver pinpoint passes, 
offence after offence broke down.

the one bright spark was the performance of 
Dynamites’ six-feet tall forward Bobby Cudden 
who scored nine of his teams total points.

Jack Kerley contributed seven points but 
played below his best while William Omorode 
scored nine points.

Kilsaran Dynamites               65
Castleblayney Ladies            45

The Kilsaran 
Dynamites U14 
girls team.


