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LOUTH              2-7
ROSCOMMON  2-10

The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Two icons start their next chapters
With testing less than two weeks away every Formula 
1 team is busy getting their cars ready for Valencia. the 
majority of teams will launch their new cars in the days 
leading up to the test. As a result there is a definite calm 
before the storm with teams eager to spend as much 
time as possible working on their new cars.

the same cannot be said in MotoGP where Ducati 
launched the bike that all of italy hopes will propel 
Valentino Rossi to an eighth world title. the team 
launched the Desmosedici GP11 in the italian ski 
resort of Madonna di Campoglio amidst much fanfare 
at the Vrooom festival, leaving most fans captivated by 
the question of “can Rossi win on a Ducati?”

Answers to this question are still some ten weeks 
away but it was fascinating to see fans all over the world 
search for images of the new bike, and how the red bike 
would look with flashes of Rossi’s trademark yellow. 

With wholesale technical changes due for 2012 
it is expected that honda and Yamaha will deliver 
evolutionary bikes onto the grid in 2011 but with 
the signing of Rossi it is crucial for Ducati to deliver 
immediate results on track. As a result the new bike is 
quite different to its predecessor. 

Ducati look to cure handling issues
the most obvious changes are in the aerodynamics 

of the new bike with a new fairing designed to 
improve stability. But it is under the skin that the most 
significant changes were made. in a move that echoes of 
his 2004 switch to Yamaha Rossi and crew chief Jeremy 
Burgees have changed the characteristics of the engine 
by introducing a flatter torque curve that should make 
the bike more usable.

the GP11 also features an overhaul of the chassis 
with changes in the rigidity of the chassis and swing 
arm. Last season Casey Stoner was plagued by front 
end crashes that saw him lose numerous potential race 
wins, as a result it is of little surprise that the team will 
radically overhaul the suspension with new forks set 
to be fitted before the first official test in February. the 
Bologna manufacturer hope that these changes will 
make the bike more competitive in the hands of all of 
its riders rather than just their lead rider, as has been 
the case with Stoner in recent years.

MotoGP looks set to enjoy one of its most exciting 
seasons in years in 2011 with Stoner, Spies and Rossi 
all moving teams and toni Elias returning to the 
class after winning the Moto2 championship last 
year. Unfortunately for the rest of the grid reigning 
champion Jorge Lorenzo will stay with the dominant 
factory Yamaha team. there is little to suggest that the 
Yamaha M1 will be any less as dominant in 2011 and 
that is sure to be ominous for the Majorcan’s rivals.

it will be interesting to see if Ducati can give Rossi a 
bike that allows him to challenge his former team-mate 
for the title. Even though Valentino will be 32 when the 
season starts in Qatar it is clear that he still has the fire 
and determination to win. this desire could be enough 
to set the scene for a remarkable season, and one that 
could show once more just how great Rossi truly is.

The Monte celebrates its centenary
While MotoGP and Formula 1 teams are focused 

on upcoming testing the intercontinental Rally 
Championship starts this morning with the Monte 
Carlo Rally.

this year’s edition marks the Monte’s centenary 
and while the event has changed markedly since 1911 
it still retains the glitz and glamour that has made it 
the world’s most celebrated rally. the Rally started as 
little more than a publicity stunt to increase tourism 
to the principality but it has grown to so much more. 
One of the principal features of the rally was that 
competitors started all over Europe and raced to the 
south of France. 

For the first two rallies the organisers approached 
the event as little more than a social event with 
timekeepers known to have closed their time controls 
so that they could eat their lunch! in the 1912 edition a 
driver from tallinn arrived at the finish before anybody 
else but was given time penalties because the organisers 
felt that his car was too dirty to be considered for the 
overall win!

Stories such as these meant that the event lost 
its lustre very quickly and when the tourism board 
stopped bankrolling the event after two years it seemed 
that the Monte would prove to be little more than a 
footnote in motorsport history. After the Great War 
it was decided that the rally could be beneficial once 
more and in 1924 it was staged again. Understandably 
the rallying community was weary of returning but 
with organisers making the decision to stage the event 
as a fully competitive event the legend of the Monte 
Carlo Rally was born.

From 1924 only war and oil crises have led to 
cancellation. in the last decade the Monte has gone 
through various changes. Most of these were related to 
changes in the running of World Rally Championship 
events. this over regulation flew in the face of this 
most individual of rallies and a defection to the iRC. 
the move to the upstart iRC has allowed the Monte 
to return to traditional stages in the mountains and 
reclaim its place as the world’s greatest rally..

HURLING Kehoe Cup First Round - Louth v Roscommon

Corcoran catches the 
eye for Louth hurlers
Mattock man’s 1-4 not enough to see off Roscommon

By Gavin McLaughlin 
in Termonfeckin

TWO goals in the space of three 
second-half minutes helped 
Roscommon to victory against 
Louth in the Kehoe Cup at 
Termonfeckin on Saturday.

Despite the result, Louth 
boss Paddy Kelly was pleased 
with the outing. Speaking 
to weecountynews.com, the 
Meathman saw enough positives 
to build upon when Louth face 
Fingal in the Kehoe Shield on 
Sunday.

“It is very early days in terms 
of the season but I think that was 
a good work-out and we got to 
look at a number of players”, said 
Kelly. “All the lads tried hard in 
difficult conditions and I think 
that young Brian Corcoran was 
very impressive”.

Impressive indeed. The 
Mattock Rangers man helped 
himself to a tally of 1-4, all of 
which were beautifully taken 
scores. Games like this give Kelly 
and his selectors a chance to view 
potential starters ahead of the 
league season in February and 
Corcoran, more than anybody in 
a Louth shirt, certainly enhanced 
his prospects with a clinical 
display.

Others on display included 
Knockbridge half-back Conor 
Kerrigan, making a welcome 
return to the panel, and the 
likes of St Fechins duo Paddy 
McCormack  and Cathal Ryan.

Early flourish
The Rossies flew out of the 

traps early on, hitting 0-4 without 
reply with half forward Gary 
Fallon causing Louth all sorts of 
trouble. 

In difficult conditions, it took 
Louth time to settle but they 
soon warmed to the task at hand 
and took a 0-5 to 0-4 lead in at the 
break with Corcoran catching the 
eye with some fine finishing.

The no 24 hit Louth’s first 
score in the 19th minute before 
Shane Callan drew plaudits from 
the watching spectators with a 
fantastic effort from a sideline 
ball.

Louth’s dominance continued 
and although Gerard Smyth 
sent a free wide of the mark, he 
responded with a free in the 
27th minute that levelled the 
scores before that man Corcoran 
profited from some fine approach 
play from the Louth free take to 
give his side the lead going into 
the break.

Two quick scores from the 
Fallons, Gary and Gerry, gave 
Roscommon the start they 
wanted to the second-half but 
Corcoran put Louth firmly in the 
driving seat when he latched on 
to a pass from Mattock Rangers 
club-mate Gary Rellis to boot 
the ball past David Dowd in the 
Roscommon nets in the 40th 
minute.

Roscommon sought an instant 
replay and they almost had it 
when John Coyne escaped from 
Barry Murphy only to see James 
Connolly make a fantastic save. 
Corcoran then increased Louth’s 
lead to three points after 43 

minutes with another fine score.

Turning point
The game was turned on it’s 

head approaching the hour mark 
when Tomas Seale found the net 
with a low effort and Jamie Lawlor 
also managed to beat Louth net-
minder James Connolly with 
another effort three minutes 
later to put Roscommon 3-8 to 
1-6 ahead.

Louth’s task was made even 
harder when Darren O’Hanrahan 
saw red with five minutes to 
go and although David Dunne 

managed to claw a late goal back 
for the home side in added time, 
Roscommon held on to set up a 
second round clash with Meath.

Scorers: ROSCOMMON - Gary 
Fallon (0-7, 3f), Tomas Seale (1-1), 
Jamie Lawlor (1-0), Gerry Fallon, John 
Coyne (0-1 each).

LOUTH -  Brian Corcoran (1-4), 
David Dunne (1-0), Shane Callan (0-2), 
Gerard Smyth (0-1, 1f).

ROSCOMMON: David Dowd; Ian 
Delaney, Mark McLoughlin, Brian 
Donnelly; Peter Kellegher, Colm Moran, 
Padraig Kelly; John Moran, Sean Melia; 
Gary Fallon, John Coyne, Shane Curley; 
Jamie Lawlor, Gerry Fallon, Tomas Seale. 

Subs: Padraig Crehan for B Donnelly, 52 
mins. Booked: John Coyne, 42 mins.

LOUTH: James Connolly; Mark 
Wallace, Barry Murphy, Adrian Wallace; 
Conor Kerrigan, Ronan Byrne, Diarmuid 
Murphy; Darren O’Hanrahan, David 
Dunne; Shane Fennell, Shane Callan, 
Brian Corcoran; Gerard Smyth, Gary 
Rellis, Aidan Callan. Subs: Gavin 
Kerrigan for A Callan, HT; Brian Hassett 
for S Fennell, HT; Donal McArdle for 
A Wallace, 47 mins; Cathal Ryan for 
B Corcoran, 68 mins. Booked: Conor 
Kerrigan, 14 mins; Brian Corcoran, 29 
mins; Darren O’Hanrahan, 65 mins.

REFEREE: Gerard McGrath 
(Dublin).

Louth’s Shane Callan gets his shot in despite the last ditch effort of Roscommon’s Colm Moran in Satur-
day’s Kehoe Cup encounter at Termonfeckin. Inset: The impressive Brian Corcoran on his way to goal. 

LOOKING ON: L-R: Louth selectors Patsy Murphy, Aidan Costelloe, Paddy Kelly (manager) and Tony 
Corcoran all take in Saturday’s game with Roscommon in Termonfeckin. Pictures: Arthur Kinahan.


