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MotoGP rocked by more injuries
The pre-season is supposed to be a time for sportsmen and 
women to heal up from injuries and ready themselves for the 
slog of another year at the pinnacle of their profession. For tennis 
players it is easy to find a court to practice on, for runners a road 
or track is all they need, for a swimmer it is simply a case of diving 
into a swimming pool...but what can a racer do to keep in shape?

Most of the offseason is spent conditioning the body to deal 
with the cardiovascular demands of the sport but with testing now 
severely limited riders need to find different ways to keep their skills 
“race fit” for competition. Trials riding and motocrossing have long 
been the chosen method for riders to practice during the winter.

While the opportunity to take part in track days is also available 
there is precious little that a world class rider can gain from such 
days. even in the fastest if track day groups the gulf in class would 
be evident and the racer would constantly be riding in fear that 
some rider could cause an accident by attempting an overtaking 
move.

Broken collarbones hamper Hayden and Dovi
As a result the safest way to keep sharp is motocrossing. This 

however has led to a spate of injuries in recent years and with Nicky 
hayden and Andrea Dovizioso suffering broken collarbones this 
week the prospects of both riders for 2012 took a severe battering 
in the opening week of the year.

Both riders already faced a challenging season with hayden’s 
Ducati squad having endured the most disappointing year in the 
Italian manufacturer’s history. With the Bologna factory having hired 
Italian legend Valentino Rossi the world expected victories and a 
championship challenge, instead the team delivered nothing but 
disappointments.

With much of 2011 having been consigned to testing 
developments with the current bike in mind the season was 
effectively written off by mid-season. If they struggle once again 
this year there are no excuses for the team, and nowhere to hide 
for Rossi and hayden.

For Dovizioso the challenge is to prove his doubters wrong. Those 
doubters rest mostly within his former employers, honda. Dovizioso, 
a former 125cc world champion, was dumped by hRC after finishing 
third in last year’s riders’ championship. The Italian’s strongest 
season in MotoGP was not enough to keep him on the best bike in 
the premier class after circumstances conspired against him.

These circumstances included the death of his rival for hRC 
affections, Marco Simoncelli, but even without his compatriots 
demise there was little chance of Dovizioso staying with hRC for 
this season given their turbulent relationships in recent years. This 
turbulence was mostly of Dovizioso’s making after a disappointing 
2010 season saw him set to be cast aside and moved from factory 
machinery to a satellite bike.

When Dovizioso threatened legal action to guarantee the 
terms of his contract, which said that he was a factory rider, hRC 
eventually ceded and created a three rider factory squad with 
Dovizioso alongside Dani Pedrosa and Casey Stoner. It was only to 
be a one year arrangement and even though Dovizioso impressed 
everyone in 2011 he found himself with no alternative but a move 
to Tech 3 and a satellite Yamaha.

The challenge of competing with a factory machine aboard a 
substandard bike is immense and it has meant that talented riders, 
such as Colin edwards who Dovizioso replaces, have been forced to 
feed off the scraps of the leaders. With Dovizioso sure to be hobbled 
by his injury during preseason testing there is little doubt that Tech 
3 will struggle in the opening races of the season.

New regs make testing crucial
With new technical regulations, headlined by an increase in 

capacity to 1000cc engines, getting an understanding of the new 
machinery before the season starts is sure to be key to having a 
successful season. Dovizioso was hired to be the leader of his team 
and even though he will be able to test the new bike there is little 
chance of him being able to push it to the limit.

That onus will now fall on Cal Crutchlow. The englishman 
ended 2011 as MotoGP’s rookie of the year but the englishman 
is far from a complete package and struggled for much of his first 
campaign in Grand Prix racing. With the team now forced to place 
a greater burden on the 2009 World Supersport champion it will be 
very interesting to see just how useful he will be in developing an 
understanding of the new bike.

All the teams on the grid face the same challenge and with Ducati 
Ducati set to launch their GP12 in the Italian mountains this week 
the new season is now truly under way. While last year’s Ducati 
launch saw Valentino Rossi take centre stage during his first public 
appearance in the red leathers of manufacturer this year will see the 
bike take centre stage with Ducati eager to forget their miserable 
campaign last year.

The prospect of another poor season is unthinkable in Bologna 
but even though Rossi and his fabled engineer, Jeremy Burgees, 
are sure to have made progress the gulf in class to honda will still 
make it very difficult for the team to challenge for the title in the 
coming season. The main issue that has affected Ducati in recent 
years, including when Stoner won races aboard the bike, has been 
a lack of front end grip.

This problem has led to a series of crashes for all Ducati riders 
with the majority seeing a rider lose the front end and suddenly crash 
once they reach maximum lean. Many thought that Rossi would 
have cured this handling malady quickly upon moving to Ducati but 
one year on from his signing there has been little evidence that a 
solution has been found.

The hopes of Rossi, Ducati and Italy in 2012 hinge on solving the 
conundrum of the Ducati front end woes. If the problem persists 
another terrible season ensues for Rossi. If however the new 
machine can offer positive feedback there is a tantalising prospect 
of the Italian once more racing at the front and battling Stoner, 
Pedrosa and Lorenzo for the first championship of the 1000cc era.

HORSE RACING Dundalk Stadium

Visions of Sport is a breathtaking photographic book showcasing some of the greatest sports 
pictures ever taken. This remarkable collection of stunning images from the world of sport 
has been put together by Getty Images from their archive of more than 12 million photos. 
To win a copy, Simply ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:

WHERE WILL THE 2012 OLympIc GAmES TAkE pLAcE?
Email your answer/contact details to GAVIN@dUNdALkdEmOcRAT.IE before noon on Sunday January 22.

VISIONS OF SpORT cOmpETITION

Dundalk keeps horse 
racing season going

The traditional heraldry was 
afforded to the champions 
at the close of the Irish flat 
season in November 2011 at 
Leopardstown. 

The Flat Champion’s were 
crowned and the flat season 
in terms of the 2011 program 
ended with the usual pomp and 
circumstance. 

however, with one curtain 
closed another one opened at 
Dundalk on Friday  November 
11 with the inaugural winter all-
weather series commencing at 
the Louth venue.

The all-weather facility at 
Dundalk came sharply into focus 
at the end of 2009 with the dearth 
of turf racing. There was no turf 
racing in Ireland from November 
25 and December 12 2009.

During that period, Dundalk 
was the only track operating in 
the country. The weather also 
played a fundamental part in 
Dundalk’s poly-track garnering 
attention for it’s under-use given 
the demise of turf racing due to 
ongoing postponements in the 
early stages of 2010. 

The solution: to split the flat 

season into two, the summer 
season with the traditional 
all-Ireland close and a winter 
all-weather season allowing 
Dundalk to stage it’s own ‘Winter 
Championship’ for the leading 
protagonists and an extension of 
the flat racing program in Ireland 
for those horses and trainers and 
riders who wanted to engage 

with it, and to date the entries 
have substantiated the need.

This is good news for Dundalk 
town and good news for the 
racing industry as a whole, as 
Jim Martin, Chief executive for 
Dundalk states:

“The series of additional Friday 
evening fixtures at Dundalk in 
January, February and March 

means that there will be a 
consistent weekly horse racing 
product to showcase during an 
otherwise bleak period in the 
year. 

“This is good news for the 
town of Dundalk, the Flat racing 
industry and good news for the 
betting industry, with additional 
employment and earning 
opportunities created in all 
sectors.”

This series is continuing to 
date every Friday under lights 
at Dundalk Stadium offering an 
evening of horse racing followed 
by greyhound racing thereafter.  
This series continues until 
late March when the 2012 flat 
championship will start again at 
The Curragh after Cheltenham.

The Stadium is currently 
offering a dining special for 
January/February at €30pp 
combining admission, race 
card and a four course meal in 
the glass fronted ‘Champion’s 
Restaurant’ overlooking the 
horse and greyhound tracks.

For further detail, please check 
out: www.dundalkstadium.

The Crowne Plaza Hotel of Dundalk sponsored the leading Jockey & Trainer competition for the all-weather season in 2011. Main 
picture: Johnny Murtagh receives the ‘Leading All-Weather Jockey’ trophy from Siobhan McTigue (Sales Director) and Niamh Murphy 
(General Manager). Below: Edward Lynam and Michael Halford receive the ‘Leading All-Weather Trainer trophy.


