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GOLF Club notesThe Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

More than one way to skin a cat...
Formula 1 testing is set to get underway in Jerez today with all of the 
teams except mercedes marussia and HrT having unveiled their new 
cars.

Testing is always an interesting time for teams as they search 
for answers to the intriguing questions that they had during the 
development of their cars. For months they have been developing their 
cars in isolation but now they finally see the fruits of their labour in 
direct competition.

During testing it is notoriously difficult to get a clear picture of the 
competitive landscape of the sport but one thing is always immediately 
obvious: whether a team has gone down a blind alley with their 
development. This time last year mclaren unveiled a complex exhaust 
configuration, nicknamed the octopus exhaust, which the team hoped 
would give them a significant aerodynamic advantage.

There was only one problem for mclaren. They could not get the 
system to work and instead of offering a potential advantage over 
their rivals it instead cost them lots of time on track. mclaren had 
gone down this development path because they, correctly, understood 
that one of the principal areas of potential for creating aerodynamic 
performance with last year’s regulations was to use the exhaust to 
“power” the rear of the car and generate aerodynamic downforce to 
increase grip levels.

unfortunately for mclaren their system was too aggressive and 
instead of offering downforce it give their drivers no confidence in any 
stage of a corner. With testing limited to just 12 days per year the cost 
of going down a blind alley of development is immense. For mclaren 
it meant that when they arrived in melbourne for the first race of the 
season, with a standard exhaust configuration, the team was unsure of 
competitive they would be.

ultimately the rest of the car that the team had developed was very 
efficient and allowed Jenson Button to challenge for the title and lewis 
Hamilton to win races in an inconsistent year for the 2008 champion. 
But with mclaren having fumbled their development of two cars in 
the last three years, the 2009 car was abysmal for much of the year, it 
shows just how difficult it can be to develop a thoroughbred race car.

With new regulations once more coming into force in 2012 the 
challenge for teams has changed once again. Teams have to develop a 
car around a set of restrictive regulations that have changed not only 
the appearance of the cars but also the areas that define the ultimate 
performance of a Formula 1 car.

In 2009 the FIa, the sport’s governing body, introduced a set of 
aerodynamic regulations in a bid to strip back the importance of 
aerodynamics in car performance. The main difference was that the 
various aerodynamic aids and flip ups, used to direct the airflow around 
critical components, were outlawed and the cars took on a much 
simpler appearance.

Different solutions to the same question
The new regulations have forced teams to alter the front of the car. 

In the coming year the maximum height of the front wing was reduced 
and the majority of teams have had to incorporate a “step nose.” These 
ugly front wings have been universally criticised by fans who see them 
as the antithesis of the expected beauty of a Formula 1 car.

With this change in appearance the front wing, the main driver of 
aerodynamic performance, has been changed completely. mclaren have 
avoided using the step nose in a bid to channel as much “clean” air 
over the car from the front wing. The Woking based squad are hoping 
to drive the performance of their car in the traditional way of using the 
air as efficiently as possible.

Ferrari on the other hand said all winter that their new car, launched 
on Friday, will be aggressive and a marked departure from their recent 
cars. The Ferrari F2012 is most certainly radical. The car is undoubtedly 
ugly with even their designer, Nicolas Tombazis, agreeing but in racing 
all that matters is the performance of the car.

Ferrari are using the step nose to aggressively channel the air 
underneath the nose and into the underbelly of the car. They hope to 
use the airflow around their turning vanes and sidepods to generate 
their performance. With the exhaust regulations having changed 
considerably Ferrari has used an aggressive approach to channel their 
exhaust gases into the rear suspension and brakes.

The Italian squad are looking to, in effect, force the airflow to perform 
the same task as was achieved by last year’s cars blown diffusers. This 
aggressive approach could be the key to unlocking performance...or it 
could cost the team dearly.

Ferrari and mclaren approached the changes in regulations from 
two very different directions but it is only this week that the questions 
that have been asked by designers will start to be answered. For fans 
it will be a challenge to determine if their favourite driver has a chance 
to win in the coming year but for teams it will be immediately obvious 
if they are competitive.

Signs of encouragement for rossi
In the two wheeled work of motoGP the the majority of the premier 

class squads have completed their opening test of the year in malaysia. 
The three day test at the Sepang Circuit was, predictably, dominated by 
Casey Stoner. The reigning world champion bounced back from missing 
the opening day with a back injury to set the pace on the final two 
days.

However the main interest in test centred, once again, on Valentino 
rossi. The Italian endured a miserable debut season aboard the Ducati 
but was much happier aboard the new bike. last year rossi was 
consistently plagued by a lack of feel from his front end that led to a 
series of crashes.

Ducati spent most of last year trying to solve this problem by 
developing numerous new chassis and swingarm solutions but 
ultimately these made little difference. By mid season the Bologna 
manufacturer was relegated to enduring the 2011 season and they 
spent much of the year focusing instead on the 2012 bike.

In malaysia the fruits of those labours were seen in public for the 
first time and even though rossi ended the test fifth fastest his all-new 
chassis gave him considerably more confidence and whereas most of 
his rivals were struck with chatter, a front end foible that robs rider 
confidence, rossi exuded the confidence that he has been known for 
throughout his career.

Just like in Formula 1 it can be easy to read too much into motoGP 
testing but for rossi it seems that the torment of last year can be put 
behind him as he readies for a return to form in 2012.

Dundalk
rESulTS of the mens Club four-ball held 
on Sunday February 5 2012 are as follows 
- 1st: Jim Dwyer (5) 52pts and mick Dowl-
ing (14); 2nd: Neal mackell (5) 50pts and 
Ciaran Traynor (10); 3rd: Brendan Keane 
(11) 47pts and Paul o’Callaghan (9). Non-
qualifying.

Next week’s competition on Sunday 
February 12 is a four man team competition 
with a shotgun start at 9am and the 
following Sunday, February 19 is a four man 
scramble with a shot gun start at 9am.

Fitzpatrick’s 
Golf Society
FITzPaTrICK’S Golf Society will hold its 
aGm for 2012 in Fitzpatrick’s Bar and res-
taurant on monday February 13 at 7.30pm. 
all members are asked to attend. There 
will be a special draw for those attending. 
Please see www.fitzpatricksgolfsociety.com 
for more information and for the society’s 
2012 fixtures list.

Greenore  
Ladies
IN torrential rain over 11 holes, angela 
mcParland claimed first prize last Saturday 
with 23pts pipping her sister in law anne 
mcParland into runner-up position with 
21pts.

on Saturday February 11 there will be a 
11 holes stableford. midweek competition 
continues, running from Sunday to Friday.

Cloverhill
THE scoring was very hot in the 12 hole 
eclectic competition with Benny Tierney (5), 
David Pilkington (3) and Brendan Hughes 
(10) all returning 30 points with Seamus 
mcParland (6), Gareth Kilgallon (8) next 
with 29 points. The leading trio will receive 
the weekly vouchers on offer for the top 
three. 

There will be an overall top three prizes 
as well in the gross category when the 

competition concludes on march 4 when 
all the prize vouchers accumulated by the 
players will be presented. Play continues 
from monday to Sunday each week. 

The work on the course development is 
on going with some great changes being 
made. In preparation for the new season 
work has also started on the new changing 
rooms which will be opened and in action 
for the Captain’s Drive-in which will be held 
on march 11. 

Cloverhill is seen as one of the most 
progressive clubs, despite being very 
affordable in terms of membership fees, 
which has resulted in an influx of new 
members looking for value for money in 
these testing times. 

The Seniors on Thursday saw Club 
Captain Brian ryan go one step better than 
last week’s runner-up spot by claiming the 
honours from Gerry mcShane. 

This Thursday sees the commencement of 
the Seniors Spring league. The ulster Cup 
team face a trip to Donegal to take on North 
West while the ulster Four-ball face a short 
trip to armagh to take on County armagh 
Golf Club. 

The Pierce Purcell team will be in 
qualifying action at mannan Castle with 
the Jimmy Bruen in rossmore. The various 
team captains were selected at the January 
meeting and it will not be long until april 
when these teams swing into action.

Killinbeg
oN Sunday last the competition was 
cancelled due to a delay as a result of frost. 
The Killin Park open Three Person Scramble 
on Saturday last was also cancelled due to 
the bad weather.

The second round of the Killin Park ryder/
Solheim Cup 2012 takes place on Saturday 
February 11. The live draw for pairings and 
tee-times will take place in the clubhouse 
on Tuesday February 7 and all details will be 
posted on the notice board. all members are 
asked to check their tee-times and playing 
partners. Further details from Eamonn 
Keenan and Dickie Newell.

The Killin Park open Singles Competition 
Winter Series Singles Stableford will be held 
on Saturday march 24. Prices are members 
12 Euro and visitors 15 Euro. Timesheet now 

available on 93 39303
Killinbeg proposal of new club jumpers 

are now on display in the clubhouse with 
comment sheet.

Killin Park membership 2012 Special 
offer. Join Killin Golf Club for just 694 Euro 
(Full membership). No entry fee applies. 
Terms and conditions apply. Contact Eamonn 
Keenan on 93 39303 or 087 9885868 for 
further details. Current members payment 
deadline is Wednesday February 29.

remember to keep up to date with Killin 
on Facebook.

Mannan Ladies 
WE all know the dimpled ball just doesn’t 
go as far this time of year when the air is 
cold, it stops where it lands, there is no 
run on the ball and sometimes finding it 
can be fun.  

apparently conditions were just 
perfect for rita o’loughlin who brought 
in a fantastic 26pts to take the lead from 
her friend angela mcBride who was the 
clubhouse leader with 24pts. 

results of week two of the 13 Hole 
competition from Wednesday February 1 are 
as follows -  1st: rita o’loughlin (15) 26pts; 
2nd: angela mc Bride (24) 24pts.

The Spring league Board is posted in the 
Cashell room, at a first glance I thought 
the teams were themed after a great Simon 
and Garfunkel song “Scarborough Fair” as 
we have team Parsley, Sage, rosemary and 
Thyme…but alas we have too many teams 
for that to work and teams Chive and Dill 
were added!  

It’s too early to forecast a winning team 
but all teams look to be full of enthusiastic 
players, it’s important to get out and play 
every week as but four scores count every 
week.  

If there is time available on the timesheet, 
you can now play the Spring league on a 
Saturday.  Don’t forget you can also stay up 
to date with our news on mannan Castle 
ladies Facebook page.

Hopefully the weather permits the Criss-
Cross repeater to kick off this week, this 
repeater competition is an open repeater 
to men and women as we are a progressive 
club we do not discriminate, I hope to 
see a few ladies participate in this fun 

competition which starts at €3 for members, 
for more information call Kevin mcGivern 
our Professional at 042 9663308.

I bet you didn’t know that our bar 
manager Finbar is a romantic at heart!  Well 
he’s the driving force behind the Valentines 
Weekend Table Quiz, a table of 4 for €20, 
Friday February 10 at 9pm, now we’ve been 
promised a few love related questions. 
Everyone welcome to this fun night.

When it comes to area Golf Clubs, 
mannan Castle is still the best deal in 
town. We reward our loyal members, so if 
you’ve been a member for three years your 
yearly membership is €660, even if you left 
for a few years and decide to come back, 
check out the deals on our web-site www.
mannancastlegolfclub.ie 

If you have any questions call Kevin or 
Finbar at 042 966 3308.  This year our 
competition fees have been reduced across 
the board.   one thing I’ve noticed over the 
last year is that our young guns with the 
single digit handicaps seem to spend quite a 
bit of time in the practice area, perhaps the 
rest of us should learn from them. 

Especially since our practice facilities are 
second to none, a six hole pitch and putt 
practice area, two putting greens and a 
driving range, so there’s no excuse for us 
not to hone our golf skills, we now have 
our own on-site professional Kevin who is 
always ready to help with very reasonable 
rates for lessons.

It’s only a few of weeks to our Captain’s 
Drive-In, Captain Shane Corr and lady 
Captain ann Connolly are a planning a 
grand entrance on February 26. 

Ardee Golf Club
rESulTS of the 13 Hole Stableford held on 
Saturday February 4 are as follows – 1st: 
Ian Garland 14/10 31pts (on back six); 
2nd: David Donnelly 14/10 31pts (on back 
six); 3rd: Noel Costello 13/9 31pts (on 
back six).

results of the 13 Hole Stableford held 
on Sunday February 5 are as follows – 1st: 
Frank mcGahon 18/13 31pts; 2nd: michael 
Hughes 10/17 30pts (on back six); 3rd: 
Patrick Gorman 23/17 30pts (on back six); 
Gross: Captain martin Commins 8/6 25pts.

Killinbeg hit by the cold weather

CYCLING Cuchulainn Cycling Club

CuChulainn Cycling Club 
members recently gathered for 
their aGM, where they reviewed 
2011 and looked ahead to 2012. 

The night was kicked off with a 
quick presentation of the louth 
Championships Jerseys, for the 
respective road and off road 
categories. 

afterwards the various officers 
put forward their 2011 reports, 
the most worrying of which is 
always the treasurer’s report. 
however Peter Tomany assured 
the members that all was good and 
the club had managed to donate to 
various charities over the course of 
the previous year. 

as well as the usual racing round 
up, Philip Kerley talked members 
through the huge amount of activity 
on the touring side. The club had 
highlighted 11 cyclosport events 
for 2011 that they would target. 

Jason Boyle excelled as the 
only club member to finish all 11, 
which is very impressive given the 
horrendous conditions the 200km 
long Wicklow event was run off in.

Elections for 2012 officers saw 
almost all 2011 officers return to 
their posts. Youth Development 
Officer Sé Weston however 
had to step down due to work 
commitments but was replaced by 
Peter Collins. 

There has been a significant 
increase in the number of female 
cyclists in the club and their 
interests will be managed jointly 
by Kathleen Byrne and Michelle 
Dolan. 

a number of committees were 
formed to cater for off road cycling, 
track cycling, road racing and the 
rapidly growing BMX area. With 

BMX racing now an Olympic Sport 
and with the opening of a dedicated 
track in Ratoath, Co. Meath this 
area of the sport will continue to 
see rapid growth.

as ever the club will undertake to 
run a plethora of events in 2012, the 
mainstay being the three leagues. 

The FPM accountants Summer 
league will continue for it’s 8th 
edition since being reincarnated 
back in 2004. The Mountain 
Biking league will be moving 
back to the excellent facilities at 
Bellurgan Park, where credit must 
be given to the dedicated crew 
who are responsible for both the 
construction and maintenance of 
the circuit. The beginners league 
will revert to a new format in 2012, 
being open only to women and 
underage riders (under 18).

On the racing side the club will 
start with the annual Traders Cup 
on February 26. Other events for 
the year include holding all the 
louth Championships, the leinster 
Time Trial Championships, the 
Táin Team Tour, a round of the 
irish Veterans league and finally the 
national Championships for Vets 
and Juniors in late august. 

On the off road side the club will 
again be hosting a round of the 
prestigious national Points Series, 
as well as other events like the 
Marathon Championships.

not to be outdone, the touring 
section has the most ambitious 
plans, undertaking the organising 
of a club trip to the alps in early 
august. 

here, riders will tackle many 
of the famous Cols used in epic 
professional races such as the Tour 
de France. in addition June’s Tour 

of louth will feature it’s traditional 
100km route, plus it’s shorter 50km 
route and the 10km town family 
event.

The club will beginning 
preparations for its season opener, 
The Traders Cup being held on 
Sunday February 26.

Cycling Club reveal ambitious plans for 2012

Honorary Life Member Sean Kelly presents Louth Womens Road 
Race Champion 2011 Celine McPhilips with her jersey.


