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The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Kubica crash casts a 
long shadow on F1
When Robert Kubica topped the time sheets on the final day of 
the Valencia tests, the prospects for Renault heading into 2011 
seemed rosy. The team had an innovative new car, they were fast 
on low and heavy fuel stints and they had Robert Kubica behind 
the wheel.

Last season Kubica proved himself to be one of the undoubted 
stars of Formula 1. The Polish driver racked up three podium 
finishes for the enstone team and consistently delivered top line 
performances. Since making his F1 début at the 2006 hungarian 
Grand Prix, replacing former world champion Jacques Villeneuve, 
Kubica has shown himself to be an incredibly talented and 
determined driver.

he will need that determination following a crash in the Ronde 
di Andora Rally. Driving a Skoda Fabia, Kubica crashed heavily on 
the opening stage of day two into a church wall. The road surface 
was damp and the Polish star lost control of his car after crashing 
into the wall he then connected with a crash barrier. The impact 
was so severe that the barrier penetrated the foot well of the car 
and caused fractures to Kubica’s right leg, arm and hand.

With rescue crews unable to extract him from the car Kubica 
had to wait an hour before being removed by emergency crews 
using specialised equipment. he was then airlifted to a local 
hospital before spending seven hours in surgery as doctors fought 
to save the use of his hand. At the time of writing it is not yet 
known how long it will take Kubica to recover from his injuries. 

Should Kubica have been rallying?
Inevitably there were calls that Kubica should not have been 

rallying in the first place and that this was an avoidable accident. 
Many people, respected in the paddock, said things along the lines 
of “it’s crazy that he was rallying between key F1 tests” and that 
viewpoint has a lot of merit. But rallying has long been Kubica’s 
passion and a way that he feels makes him a more complete driver. 
When he signed his contract with Renault it was clearly discussed 
and agreed that he would be able to go rallying. 

Drivers like Kubica are at the very top of their profession. They are 
trained to drive racing cars and live on the edge. With testing time 
now limited to just 12 days per season they clearly need to find a 
new outlet that will give them the opportunity to push themselves. 
Rallying was Kubica’s outlet. Other drivers go skiing or diving or 
compete in triathlons to keep their competitive juices flowing; 
where are team bosses to draw a line as to what is dangerous 
and what is not?

It is incredibly unfortunate that this accident occurred 
but now is not the time to second guess the decision to 
allow Kubica to go rallying. now is the time for Renault to 
assess their prospects for the coming year and make the 
best decision possible in relation to who will replace Kubica. 
                                                          
Who will replace Robert?

having a top line driver galvanises a team and makes everyone 
work harder. In their various guises Renault has worked with Ayrton 
Senna, Michael Schumacher and Fernando Alonso; they clearly 
know the importance of having a true number one driver leading 
the squad. Kubica had fitted into this role perfectly in his first year 
with the team and it was clear that Renault were ready to move 
mountains to give him a car capable of matching his talents.

now, without meaning to be callous, the team need to decide 
what driver they can bring in to reap the rewards of Kubica’s 
development work and motivate team members by showing that 
the future is still bright for the enstone based squad.

At last week’s launch of the new car Renault revealed an 
extensive squad of reserve and test drivers. At the launch team 
principal eric Boullier said that in the event of a reserve driver being 
needed to race for the team Bruno Senna would step up.

Experienced hands are needed
This was perfectly logical, at the time, given that Senna has a 

recent season of F1 under his belt. With Kubica likely to be ruled 
out for the entire season however it is less logical to employ Senna 
as a racer. The Brazilian is talented but due to his inexperience of 
developing a car he would not be a suitable replacement for Kubica 
over the course of a 20 race season.

If not Senna than who else is available? There are a host of 
drivers that the team that are not contracted to race in F1 this 
year. That list is headed by nick heidfeld, Tonio Liuzzi and Pedro 
de la Rosa. All three raced last season and dye to de la Rosa’s role 
as Pirelli test driver would come to the team with the benefit of 
extensive knowledge of the new for 2011 tyres.

heidfeld has long been a highly rated test driver but, like de 
la Rosa, he is yet to win a Grand Prix after over ten years in F1. 
Liuzzi was impressive on occasion for Force India last season. An 
intriguing prospect on the other hand would be Kimi Raikkonen. 
Last summer Renault made a series of statements that they were 
looking to bring Kimi back to F1 this season. Ultimately they did 
not make an offer for the 2007 world champion but backed with 
Group Lotus cash they could put together an attractive one-season 
package for Raikkonen to leave rallying and return to F1. If they 
could offer him a deal that would see his PR days limited it would 
be possible to reach an agreement.

Another driver that should be looked at is Anthony Davidson. The 
englishman has extensive experience as a test driver and comes 
highly regarded for developing cars for Mercedes in its various 
states since 2002. Davidson has accumulated almost 100,000km 
of F1 experience and could be incredibly beneficial to Renault.

There are many possible solutions to their unfortunate problem 
but there are options available to the squad.

EQUESTRIAN Ravensdale Lodge Equestrian Centre

Great start to season 
at Ravensdale Lodge
It was a case of “revolving doors” at Ravensdale 
Lodge recently  as the centre hosted the first leg 
of the 2011 spring league in conjunction with 
the final of the 2010 autumn / winter league. 

the winter league final was due to be held 
in early December, however we all know the 
different landscape that prevailed then, so like 
many other centres around the country all 
shows were postponed or cancelled. 

No one was to know that it would be a two 
month wait until things improved but in this 
case it was well worth it as the competition in 
the rescheduled final at Ravensdale Lodge last 
Friday was fierce.

the first class up for decision on the night was 
the 60cm newcomer’s class and as this class was 
not timed there were three worthy winners on 
the night, Rachel Lynch riding Heidi, Shauna 
McGuigan riding Paudi and Anna May Mullen 
riding Lady thunder. the overall winner of the 
league was Rachel Lynch and Heidi. 

the improvement in this newcomer’s class 
was so evident as two of the joint winners went 
on to compete for places in the next competition, 
the 70cm class. Shauna Mc Guigan showed great 
skill and maturity to win this class, fourth into 
the arena and making every turn possible she 
set a fantastic time of 36.38 seconds which could 
not be bettered. 

the Moriarity stable figured in this class as 
tommy’s Frankie ridden by daughter Rachel 
slotted into second place while another joint 
winner of the newcomer’s class, Anna May 
Mullen riding Lady thunder was third. the 
league was shared by Lauren Pagni on Pepi 
Cola and Roseanne Mc Caughey on Pepper 
who also finished fourth and fifth in the final 
respectively.

the 80cm final was a very exciting affair 
with the winner of the 70cm class, Shauna Mc 
Guigan and Paudi holding the lead for the most 
of the competition, once again making all the 
turns, combination after combination tried and 
failed to catch the time until the second last 
horse, tommi Girl which was ridden by Adam 
Finnegan. 

the pairing stopped the clock in a time of 
34.42 second to win the class while Shauna 
and Paudie had to settle for second place, the 
consistent pairing of Emma Halpenny and 
Mandy gave a great effort to finish in third place 
while Lynn Clarke Hearty riding her own Willow 
finished in fourth. the 80cm league was won by 
Kate Kenwright and Storm who finished sixth in 
the final.

the 90cm and 1m final and league were won 
by the unbeatable pairing of Orla Moriarity and 
thunder, this combination being regular league 
and final winners at the centre. their consistency 
and pairing is an example so much so that is 
difficult to remember when they last knocked a 
pole during the twelve-week league. 

Second in the 90cm class was Eleanor 
Hoey riding her own Castletown Pat while 
coincidentally Castletown Pat’s previous owner, 
James Jenning’s slotted into third with his new 
mount Sox. the consistent pairing of Eithne O’ 
Hanrahan and Jo Jo was fourth in the class while 
the minor placings went to Kate Kenwright riding 
Storm and Megan Reilly riding Ginger. Second 
in the 1m class was Martin Boulton riding his 
own Lady Celtic Cruise while third place went to 
Karen O’ Hare on Skylark.

Results
Winter league final, Friday January 28

60CM NEWCOMER CLASS: Divided between, 
Rachel Lynch’s Heidi (R Lynch), Shauna Mc 
Guigan’s Paudi (S McGuigan), Anna May Mullen’s 
Lady thunder (A. M Mullen). League winner 
Rachel Lynch and Heidi.

70CM CLASS: # 1 Shauna Mc Guigan’s Heidi (S. 
Mc Guigan), # 2 tommy Moriarity’s Frankie (R. 
Moriarity), # 3 Anna May Mullen’s Lady thunder 
(A. M. Mullen), # 4 Lauren Pagni’s Pepi Cola (L. 
Pagni), # 5 Roseanne Mc Caughey’s Pepper (R. 
Mc Caughey). Joint league winners, Lauren 
Pagni and Pepi Cola, Roseanne McCaughey and 
Pepper.

80CM CLASS: # 1 Adam Finnegan’s tommi 
Girl (A. Finnegan), # 2 Shauna Mc Guigan’s 
Paudi (S. Mc Guigan), # 3 Emma Halpenny’s 
Mandy (E. Halpenny), # 4 Lynn Clarke Hearty’s 
Willow (L. Clarke Hearty), # 5 Catherine Brady’s 
J J (C. Brady), # 6 Kate Kenwright’s Storm (K. 
Kenwright). League winner, Kate Kenwright and 

Storm.
90CM CLASS: # 1 tommy Moriarity’s thunder 

(O. Moriarity), # 2 Eleanor Hoey’s Castletown Pat 
(E. Hoey), # 3 James Jenning’s Sox (J. Jenning’s), 
# 4 Eithne O’ Hanrahan’s Jo Jo (E. O’ Hanrahan), 
# 5 Kate Kenwright’s Storm (K/ Kenwright), # 6 
Megan Reilly’s Ginger 9 M Reilly). League winner, 
Orla Moriarity and thunder

1M CLASS: # 1 tommy Moriarity’s thunder 
(O. Moriarity), # 2 Martin Bolton’s Lady Celtic 
Cruise (M. Bolton), # 3 Karen O’ Hare’s Skylark 
(K. O’ Hare). League winner, Orla Moriarity and 
thunder. 

Week one horse and pony spring training 
league, Friday January 28.

60CM NEWCOMER’S CLASS: Divided between, 
Shauna Mc Guigan’s Paudi (S. Mc Guigan), 
Rachel Lynch’s Heidi (R. Lynch), Anna May 
Mullen’s Lady thunder (A. M Mullen).

70CM CLASS: Divided between, Shauna Mc 
Guigan’s Paudi (S. Mc Guigan), Naomi O’ Brien’s 
Sea Mist (N. O’ Brien), Rebecca Reilly’s Smartie 
(R. Reilly), Anna May Mullen’s Lady thunder (A. 
M Mullen), Roseanne Mc Caughey’s Pepper (R. 
Mc Caughey), tommy Moriarity’s Frankie (R. 
Moriarity), Lauren Pagni’s Pepi Cola (L. Pagni), 
Lucinda Clingan’s Star (L. Clingan).

80CM CLASS: Divided between, Lauren 
Smyth’s Oscar (L. Smyth), Naomi O’ Brien’s 
Swansea Jack (N. O’ Brien), Emma Halpenny’s 
Mandy (E. Halpenny), Shauna Mc Guigan’s 
Paudi (S. McGuigan), Kate Kenwright’s Storm 
(K. Kenwright), Lynn Clarke Hearty’s Willow (L. 
Clarke Hearty), Catherine Brady’s J J (C. Brady), 
Adam Finnegan’s tommi Girl (A. Finnegan).

90CM CLASS: Divided between, Jessica 
Finnegan’s Java Georgie B (J. Finnegan), 
James Finnegan’s Sox (J. Jenning’s), Eithne O’ 
Hanrahan’s Jo Jo (E. O’ Hanrahan), Eleanor 
Hoey’s Castletown Pat (E. Hoey), tommy 
Moriarity’s thunder (O. Moriarity), Zoe Wood’s 
Kelly (Z. Wood’s).

1M CLASS: Divided between, Natalie Clingan’s 
April (N. Clingan), Zoe Wood’s Eric (Z. Woods), 
tommy Moriarity’s thunder (O. Moriarity).

Horse and pony spring training league 
continues Friday February 4 and every Friday 
to April 22. Classes 60cm newcomers to 1.20m, 
start time 6pm.

Week two, horse training, Thursday  
February 3.

80CM CLASS: Jeanine Enion’s Misty (O. Mc 
Camley).

90CM CLASS: Divided between, Eric Smiley’s 
On the Brash (E. Smiley), Janine Enion’s 
Misty (O. Mc Camley), Jim Newsam’s Lena (J. 
Newsam), Martin Collins’ Cuffsgrange Innocent 
(M. Collins), Jim Newsam’s Stan (J. Newsam).

1M CLASS: Divided between, Eric Smiley’s 
Ask Charlie (E. Smiley), Hattie Bailey’s Will (H. 
Bailey).

1.10M CLASS: Eric Smiley’s Foxes Rescue Me 
(E. Smiley).

Horse training continues thursday February 
10 and every thursday to March 10. Classes 
80cm to 1.30m, start time 11am.

Week two, horse and pony spring training 
league, Friday February 4.

70CM CLASS: Divided between, Declan 
Morgan’s Red (J. Morgan), Rachel Lynch’s Heidi 
(R. Lynch), tommy Moriarity’s Frankie (R. 
Moriarity). Horseware voucher drawn by Rachel 
Moriarity.

80CM CLASS: Kate Kenwright’s Storm (K. 
Kenwright), Horseware voucher winner.

90CM CLASS: Divided between, Jessica 
Finnegan’s Java Georgie B (J. Finnegan), Shauna 
Bromley’s Phoebe (S. Bromley). Horseware 
voucher drawn by Jessica Finnegan.

1M CLASS: tommy Moriarity’s Dollar (M. 
Moriarity).

Horse and pony spring training league 
continues Friday February 11 and every Friday 
to April 22 (final). Classes 60cm newcomers to 
1.20m, start time 6pm.

O’ Reilly’s Wholesalers Newry announced 
as sponsors of Pony Spring Tour.

O’Reilly wholesalers Newry, have recently 
been unveiled as sponsors of the Ravensdale 
Lodge leg of the prestigious Pony Spring tour. 

the tour, which commenced last weekend 
moves to Ravensdale Lodge on Saturday 
February 19 and is used as a training ground 
for international pony team selection. Ireland 
are the reigning European silver medallists and 
Bertram Allen is the current European individual 
gold medallist so the state of Irish pony jumping 
is very competitive thanks to the pony spring 
tour. 

Kathryn Magennis, sales and marketing 
director of O’ Reilly’s wholesalers stated, “We are 
really delighted to have taken on the sponsorship 
of the pony spring tour at Ravensdale Lodge. It is 
a superb facility, which we have been associated 
with for a number of years now and this promises 
to be a very exciting event”. 

Ravensdale Lodge spring dressage league.
A reminder that Ravensdale Lodge is to 

commence its spring dressage league next 
tuesday evening, 15th February starting at 
6pm. Week one tests are BD Intro A, BD Prelim 
1, BD Prelim 4 and BD Novice 20. Entries to 
Ravensdale Lodge on +353 (0) 42 9371034, +353 
(0) 87 2306603 or email info@ravensdalelodge.
com

Muirhevnamor FC honour the Mulvenna Family

Muirhevnamor FC members making a presentation to the Mulvenna family in apprecia-
tion for their goodwill to the club at half-time during the Muirhevnamor FC v Dundalk 
FC pre-season friendly at Oriel Park. From left : Martin Gill, club chairman, Tiarnan Mul-
venna and daughter Caoilainn, Hugo Mulvenna, Peter McGuinness, club secretary, Rita 
Mulvenna, Roise Mulvenna, Colin Thompson, club PRO and Conchúir Mulvenna.


