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The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Testing, one two three..
As you read this the new Formula 1 season is officially 
under way, with Valencia playing host to the first test of 
the 2011 season. Only McLaren, Force India, Virgin and 
HRT are yet to launch their 2011 challengers, so this 
week’s test will give a significant insight into what can be 
expected to unfold over the course of the 20 race season 
that kicks off in the Bahrain Desert on 13 March.

Ferrari was the first team to launch their new car, the 
F150. The team will once more field Fernando Alonso and 
Felipe Massa and much will be expected of the pair in the 
coming year. Last season Alonso showed, once more, why 
he is regarded as the most complete driver on the grid. 
The manner in which he fought back, when all seemed 
lost, mid season to start the final race of the year as the 
title favourite was inspiring.

That the spaniard ultimately came up short should 
not be forgotten. But his ability to mould a team towards 
his goals, combined with his sheer speed, will once more 
make him a contender to take a third world title. The new 
Ferrari, named in honour of the 150th anniversary of 
Italian unification, appears to be an aggressive evolution 
of last year’s machine.

 Last year the team started the year at a clear 
performance disadvantage to Red Bull, a repeat of this 
would be unacceptable to the team with team principal 
stefano Domenicali saying at the launch:

“For 2011 our goals are very clear, that we are aiming 
to win both the titles, constructors’ and drivers’ titles, this 
must be the goal of our team. And so the expectations, 
that of being able to have a car competitive from the start, 
a reliable car, a strong car, and I have to say that we’ve 
seen this last year.”

Red Bull looks to continue dominance
The test in Valencia will give Ferrari the opportunity to 

see how their new car fares against Red Bull. At the time 
of writing the Milton Keyes based squad had yet to unveil 
their new car but the expectation is that Adrian Newey 
will once more produce a car capable of winning the 
title.

There is little to suggest that the dominance of last 
year’s car will not continue with its successor. During the 
opening tests of the year rival designers and engineers 
flock to have a closer look at the fastest cars in a bid to see 
what developments are making the difference. It is likely 
that the area outside the Red Bull garage will once more 
be full of rival team members. 

There is a clear reason why the new Red Bull will bear 
the number 1, and that reason is Newey. The Englishman 
has consistently delivered championship calibre 
machinery to Williams, McLaren and now Red Bull since 
the early nineties. Newey’s design prowess is such that in 
the late nineties many people asked, “Who needs schuey 
when you have Newey.”

such praise for a designer does not come easy, but in 
Newey’s case the praise is well deserved. His ability to 
develop a car is second to none. Even though his cars 
have historically had reliability issues, in part due to 
the aggressive design and packaging paths that he leads 
teams down, there is no doubting that Red Bull will once 
more be at the sharp end of the grid in the coming year.

For the last two years Red Bull has been the pace setter 
on the grid. Their new car is sure to continue this form 
in the coming year. Last year the RB6 featured various 
philosophical differences to other teams on the grid; it is 
unlikely that the RB7 will be conventional. With the new 
car Newey will once more look to revolutionise Formula 
1, and win the seventh constructors’ title of his career.

What can be expected at Valencia?
The spanish circuit is a favourite testing venue because 

it offers teams the opportunity to test their cars in almost 
every way. The weather throughout the test is expected 
to be dry but temperatures are not expected to be overly 
warm so the new for 2011 Pirelli tyres may not give 
sufficient data for teams in the early season evaluation 
and development of new cars.

Tyres are always crucial to success but Pirelli will be the 
focus of many fans attention during the coming weeks. 
The Italian company is replacing Bridgestone as sole tyre 
suppliers and have said that they will produce a more 
“radical” tyre. This should, in theory at least, offer the 
possibility that tyres will be a major factor in the outcome 
of races in the coming season. Only a handful of races 
last season, notably Canada, saw drivers suffer excessive 
wear and necessitate more than a single tyre stop.

The other primary focus of attention for the teams will 
be the return of KERs and the introduction of a moveable 
rear wing to aid overtaking. The rear wing change has 
been made in an attempt to reduce aerodynamic drag 
and increase straight line. It is likely that this should see a 
marked increase in overtaking. 

KERs units store energy that would otherwise be 
lost under braking and when activated will give drivers 
increased horsepower. Unfortunately, with almost every 
car on the grid likely to use the system; the benefits of 
KERs are negated. 

With KERs and the movable rear wing adding even 
more buttons on the steering wheel it is likely that a large 
portion of the test session could be spent allowing drivers 
to acclimatise to having their hands full at all times!

CRICKET Dundalk Cricket Club

ANyONE travelling to 
the National Coursing 
Meeting in Clonmel will 
tell you there’s no better 
time than the previous 
weekend to come up with 
a win at the track.  It can 
help defray the costs, and 
all that.

Niall O’Donnell 
has been attending 
Powerstown Park longer 
than he cares to remember. 
In his younger days it was 
on his doorstep, but since 
settling in Dundalk many 
years ago he’s had a bit of 
travelling to do each year. 

Niall was back among 
his former neighbours 
and friends this week, and 
thanks to Bit View spunk’s 

exploits at Dowdallshill 
on Friday night, going to 
the well, or having a bet 
was easily handled.

Bit  View spunk, who 
takes her name from one 
of Tipperary’s outstanding 
features, and, indeed, 
was bred in the Premier, 
has given O’Donnell and 
his family - his son, the 
former Louth goalkeeper, 
also named Niall, among 
them – no end of sport 
over the past number of 
weeks.

The daughter of Top 
Honcho and Larkstar was 
a runner in the workers’ 
stake at the Dundalk & 
Dowdallshill meeting and 
ran a series of fine courses 
to take the top prize. This 
was her third race since 

then, and she made it hers 
from the very start, going 
off fast from the inside 
and staying on really well 
to score by two-and-a-half 
lengths from Oldbridge 
Denzel in 22.38.

Bit View has now won 
five of her twelve races, 
and if staying sound can 
be expected to line out 
again at Dromiskin next 
Christmas.

Tipperary win the All-
Ireland and the dog out 
the back of the house 
wins on the track and 
field; good times, surely, 
for the popular Niall.

 Another Clonmel 
native celebrating on 
Friday night – and again 
twenty-four hours later 
- was Kieran Lonergan. 

Now based in Monaghan, 
Kieran produced his 
homebred, And We Will 
(Gilbeyhall Josh-Girl With 
Guitar), to win this 400 
with plenty to spare.

Drawn on the inside, 
And We Will went smartly 
to the opening bend, and 
with her nearest rival, 
River Droopy, taking a 
wide course, she was left 
to come home with a 
four-and-a-half-length 
lead, clocking 22.10.

On the following night, 
Lonergan won with the 
puppy, Us Good Girls, 
a half-sister of Friday 
night’s scorer. 

Also on Friday night’s 
card, Three star Lass, one 
of the least experienced 
in the field, ran a fine 

second half of the race 
to win quite comfortably. 
This lassie is owned by 
Jessica McCartney, whose 
dad, Denis, a native of 
Dromiskin, won with 
Dec’s sec.

Local lads, Michael 
Finnegan and Raymond 
Bellew, cheered home 
Trans superior a winner 
of a 575.

The win looked 
assured as the daughter 
of Winetavern Oscar 
opened up a wide gap on 
the far side. But there’s 
a long way between the 
final bend and the 575 
line, and it was just a 
fading three quarters-
of-a-length that she held 
out from  Another Quest, 
clocking 32.98.

By Gavin McLaughlin

Bit View’s sprint win gets Niall his Clonmel exes
GREYHOUND RACING Dundalk Stadium

LOUTH has a mouthwatering 
feast of cricket to look forward 
to this summer. After an 
extraordinarily successful first 
year of existence in 2010 - where 
27 matches were played, Dundalk 
Cricket Club will be battling for 
Leinster League honours this 
summer having being invited 
to join by the Leinster Cricket 
Union. 

This recognition by the LCU 
is testimony to the giant strides 
made by the club in 2010. starting 
in League 11, the club will be 
up against seven rivals, Old 
Belvedere, Civil service, Railway 
Union, Laois, Rush, Bagnelstown 
and Knockharley. Rush, situated 
in that great hotbed of cricket 
- North Dublin, will have the 
honour of hosting Dundalk in 
its first ever league match on 
sunday May 15.

Before any ball is bowled this 
season, however, an extremely 
important date is upcoming. 
It is next Monday February 7 
when the AGM will be held at 
8pm in Muirhevnamor sports 
Centre.  Anyone with an interest 
in cricket: man, woman or child, 
should try to make it along to give 
their ideas and help grow cricket 
in Co Louth. 

Two senior mens teams, along 
with a Taverners’ selection, will 
take to the crease in 2011 and, 
if interest is shown, womens 
games and under-age games 
will be fixed in order to cater 
for everyone’s cricketing needs. 

so, there will be plenty of games 
for everybody. Cricket is a game 
for all the family with sunny 
afternoons and the tea and 
salad sandwiches creating a very 
welcoming sociable atmosphere.

The club has a lot to live up to 
in 2011 having been recognised 
by no less a prestigious body 
as Wisden - publishers of the 
peerless worldwide Cricketers 
Almanac since 1864, as their 

Cricket Club of the Month last 
October. 

It will be a year to consolidate 
on the competitive side by 
performing well in the League 
and Cups, and on the social 
side with more Friday evening 
Taverners games. It will be a year 
with a full fixture list of at least 40 
games which will hopefully help 
to attract even more members. 
Plenty of batting and bowling for 
everyone will be the priority. 

The first match currently on 
the fixture list - on saturday April 
23, is an away friendly against 
Lurgan, a club that has been very 
generous to the fledgling Dundalk 
CC, and whose members have 
become good friends. There is a 
palpable generosity of spirit and 
support between cricketers.

A defining weekend will be that 
of June 11 and 12 where the club 
play first round matches in two 
cups, no less! On the saturday, 
Dundalk, last year’s semi-
finalists, travel to Halverstown, 
in Co Kildare for the Dick O’Neill 
Cup, a competition for provincial 
teams. Then on the sunday, the 
Dundalk players will entertain 
Knockharley in the opening 
round of their inaugural quest for 
the Leinster Junior Cup. By that 
time three league matches will 
have been played plus a number 
of friendlies. so the team should 
be well primed for action.

As the bad weather subsides, 
the ground staff are now 
swinging into action to prepare 

the wicket for the first matches. 
Cricket attracts all sorts of soil 
and grass experts, so, if you are 
one, come on out to the fine 
ground in Dromiskin and give 
your views. you never know, you 
just might end up spiking the turf 
or pushing a mower. The state of 
the wicket is a favoured topic of 
conversation in the cricketing 
fraternity.

Especially in these recessionary 
times, financing the club has 
been a precarious business as 
there have been large setup 
costs. The club is indebted to 
the Louth sports Partnership 
who donated a precious grant 
of €1000. The voluntary work has 
been immense to get Dundalk CC 
on the map. The sizable amount 
of club cricket equipment (bats, 
balls, pads, gloves, stumps etc) 
has been attained fairly painlessly 
(with special thanks due to the 
aforementioned Lurgan CC for 
donating their mobile pitch 
covers and sight screens free, 
gratis and for nothing). 

Interested cricket aficionados 
of any age and either gender will 
find welcoming faces and helpful 
coaching out at the ground in 
Dromiskin. you do not need to 
have played before. you learn in 
the field. secretary Derek Turner 
is waiting for your call at 087-
2627893 or at derek@spiritstore.
ie. you can visit the Dundalk CC 
website at dundalkcricketclub.
com. And do try to make the 
AGM next Monday.

Fixtures 2011
Sunday May 15 v Rush (a)

Sunday May 22 v Civil Service (a)

Saturday May 28 v Railway Uniion (h)

Sunday June 19 v Laois (h)

Saturday June 25 v Old Belvedere (h)

Saturday July 2 v Knockharley (a)

Saturday July 16 v Rush (h)

Sunday July 17 v Knockharley (h) 

Sunday August 7 v Civil Service (h)

Saturday August 13 v Bagnelstown (a)

Sunday August 21 v Railway Union (a)

Sunday September 4 v Laois (a)

Saturday September 10 v Belvedere (h)

Sunday September 18 v Bags’town (h)

Exciting season ahead 
for town’s Cricket Club

Panoramic view of cricket in Louth at the Dundalk 
CC v Sligo cup match last June on the Green Road, 
Dromiskin.


