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A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Raikkonen to return to Formula 1 
With eight races remaining in the Formula 1 season the Belgian 
Grand Even though the Formula 1 season ended just over a week 
ago in Brazil the announcement by Lotus Renault GP, the team 
until recently known as Renaut, that former world champion Kimi 
Raikkonen will return to the sport next season has kept Formula 1 
firmly to the forefront of the sporting news.

the Finnish star has spent the last two years competing for 
Citreon in the World Rally Championship after his single seater 
career flamed out in the aftermath of his title success in 2007. it 
seemed that Raikkonen was the epitome of a sportsman who had 
spent their entire life focussed on a single goal and when it was 
achieved did not know how to refocus his ambitions and career 
aspirations to new targets.

in his last season in Formula 1 Raikkonen was deemed so 
expendable that Ferrari decided to pay him the remaining year of 
his contract, rumoured to be in excess of $15 million, to not race 
for the italian team. the fall from grace was huge for Raikkonen 
and for many it was assumed that he would never want, or indeed 
get, an opportunity to race one again in the world’s premier racing 
series.

At his best Raikkonen was one of the fastest and most spectacular 
drivers ever to race but his reputation took a pounding following 
his title winning season when Felipe Massa outshone him.
Perception key to the fall of Raikkonen

in many ways Raikkonen’s problems were more related to 
perception rather than performance. in 2008 the Finn was clearly 
not at the top of his game but the slump exhibited that season was 
replicated many times before when drivers tried to retain a title. 
One of the oldest expressions in sports is that defending a crown 
can be much more difficult than taking it.

Raikkonen’s struggles were clearly magnified by the fact that his 
teammate, Massa, launched a title charge of his own but with the 
benefit of hindsight it is clear that Raikkonen’s season was not as 
poor as it was perceived at the time. Before Massa had a serious 
accident in qualifying for the hungarian Grand Prix in 2009, the 
Brazilian had firmly established his reputation as a leading driver 
in the sport. When compared to Raikkonen in 2008 it is clear that 
Massa outperformed his teammate but having taken two wins, 
nine podiums and having ten fastest laps it is also quite clear that 
while Raikkonen’s performance was not what had been expected 
from him it was far from a disastrous title defence.

the following season on the other hand was an unmitigated 
disaster. Ferrari struggled to adapt to new regulations and the 
italian squad produced arguably their worst car since the early ‘90s. 
Raikkonen’s limitations as a developmental force clearly made it 
exceptionally difficult for Ferrari to improve their fortunes and it 
is in this area that his comeback might flounder because while 
Raikkonen’s speed and commitment inside the car have rarely been 
questioned he has never been particularly interested in any other 
aspects of the job.

When Ferrari decided to replace Raikkonen with Fernando 
Alonso the Finns reputation as a top line driver was in tatters. 
it was deemed that the man that had been heralded as Michael 
Schumacher’s replacement in Maranello had been a failure and 
with Raikkonen growing tired of the strain of the non driving 
aspects of being a Formula 1 driver he was keen to explore his 
motorsports.
Rallying recharges Raikkonen

Rallying has long been dominated by Finns and a move into 
rallying was an interesting move by Kimi. With Red Bull backing 
he was hired by Citreon to compete in the WRC. the move 
reinvigorated Raikkonen in many ways and while his rookie season 
saw him crash often he did show speed in rallying world and there 
was a growing expectation on his shoulders for this season which 
ultimately went unfulfilled.

Unfortunately for the Finn the same problems that affected his 
Formula 1 career also were to the detriment of his rallying career. 
his unwillingness to concentrate on anything beyond driving the 
car made it impossible for him to be competitive on the stages. 
Without spending the time needed to craft his own pace notes 
Raikkonen was not able to fulfil his potential.

While Kimi’s time in rallying will not be deemed a success the 
last two years were also far from disastrous. the flashes of speed on 
the stages showed his potential and in many ways Raikkonen came 
out of his shell and was much more expressive than at any point in 
time during his Formula 1 career. it will be interesting to see if this 
continues to be the case next season.

With his career now back on track a return to Formula 1 will 
see Raikkonen’s career go full circle in the last two years. With a 
two year deal in his pocket with Lotus Renault Raikkonen has the 
chance to rebuild his reputation and show the sport that he can still 
compete at the highest level.
Lotus Renault forced to act

While Raikkonen has been able to rebuild his reputation in his 
exile from Formula 1 the struggles of his new team have been 
much more pronounced in recent times. With Robert Kubica having 
been viewed as the long term leader of the squad the future of the 
Enstone based team had appeared very bright.

the Polish stars accident, ironically in a rally, has clearly been 
instrumental in Kimi returning from the stages to the circuit but it 
also provides Lotus Renault with one of the few drivers capable of 
replacing Kubica and leading a team.

With Kubica’s return to racing still far from certain as a result of 
his injuries the team was forced to look for a viable replacement. 
the struggles of Renault this season would also have made them 
less attractive to Kubica in the long term and with Ferrari still keen 
to sign the Pole to a long term contract, as a replacement for 
Massa, this offered a sporting rarity-both sides could win. Lotus 
Renault could hire a leading driver and Kubica could take an extra 
season to recover from his injuries.

the fortunes of Raikkonen are sure to be focussed on throughout 
2012 and it will be very interesting to see if the time spent away 
from the sport has refocused his mind or whether it has blunted 
his blinding speed.

DunDalk returned to leinster 
league action on Saturday as 
they travelled to Ross Road to 
face Enniscorthy. 

after a three hour bus journey 
early on Saturday morning, 
Dundalk’s weariness showed as 
they went down, 34-9.

Enniscorthy knew they need 
to go at Dundalk early in the 
match and that’s exactly what 
they did. With only five minutes 
on the clock, quick hands from 
the home side’s backs got them 
over Dundalk’s try line to hit an 
early blow. It was converted, to 
make it 7-0. With a large home 
support and a light wind behind 
Enniscorthy it wasn’t looking 
good for Dundalk when on the 
15minute mark they crossed the 
try line to make it 12-0

Dundalk finally started to get 
through some phases with the 
ball and the old spark of how 
Dundalk can play was starting to 
shine again. 

With that, they were awarded 
a penalty and MJ Mckevitt 
slotted it between the posts 12-
3.  Dundalk’s scrum and lineout 
was operating very well at this 
stage and it started to show with 
the backs getting good balls and 
gaps opening up for them. They 
had Enniscorthy under pressure 
which resulted in another penalty 
in front of the posts on the 30 
minute mark, which Mckevitt 
converted12-6

Dundalk were playing the 
better rugby at this stage, but 
Enniscorthy were cynical at the 
break down. 

Enniscorthy were reduced to 
14 as their number seven was 
sin binned and Dundalk were 
awarded another penalty, which 
Mckevitt converted 12-9.

Half time came just in time for 

Enniscorthy and the pressure was 
getting to them and at the worst 
time for Dundalk as it affected 
their great momentum .

On the 45 minute mark, 
Dundalk where awarded a 
penalty on the Enniscorthy 10 
meter line and Mckevitt had a 
shot that drifted just wide. 

Dundalk were keeping 
Enniscorthy inside their own half 
and were building phases of play 
until they would have an over lap, 
hoping that a score would come 
their way. 

On 50 minutes, the chance was 
there to be taken when a pass 
went astray, only for Enniscorhty 
to capitalise on this as they 
picked it up and ran it under the 
posts, 19-9. 

Dundalk weren’t  going to give 
up as they knew how good they 
where playing except for that pass. 
On the 60 minute a carbon copy 
of what happened ten minutes 
earlier occurred as Dundalk were 
inside the Enniscorthy 22 meter 
line. They had gone through eight 
phases and a chance out wide 
to score to put them right back 
into this game when a pass was 
intercepted for another 50 metre 
run to score under the Dundalk 
posts 26-9

Dundalk had a great deal 
of possession but another 
dropped pass cost them again as 
Enniscorthy were able to come 
away with the score 34-9

With the final play of the match  
Enniscorthy put icing on the 
cake with another try which was 
converted to leave the final score 
41-9. Dundalk now look to the 
leinster league next Saturday, 
at home to Coolmine with a 2pm 
kick-off.    

DunDalk: R Williams, E Boyle, 
R McArdle, MJ McKevitt, S Murphy, E 
Fa’atau, S Mulligan, K Dorian, J gray, 
C Branigan, D Fearon, P Meegan, B 
hadden, M Roundtree, G Whately. 
Subs: D McCabe, D Clare. 

Dundalk fall heavily to Enniscorthy
Enniscorthy              41
Dundalk                     9

Dundalk’s MJ 
McKevitt

Enniscorthy Seconds................21
Dundalk Seconds.....................18

DUnDALK produced their best perform-
ance of the season to date away to En-
niscorthy last Saturday afternoon but came 
up short in the end.

Dundalk started off playing into a 
strong wind and unfortunately knocked 
on the kick off but were comfortably able 
to see off the early Enniscorthy attack, 
eventually managing to turn the ball over 
and make their way into the home side 
22.  the Dundalk pressure was rewarded 
when they were awarded a penalty which 
was slotted over by Donal Clare to put 
Dundalk 3-0 ahead.

Dundalk gifted the home side their 
first try when they turned the ball over 
in the lineout just outside their own 22.  
Enniscorthy managed to break through 
some weak first up tackles to get over for 
their first try which was converted.

that was the end of the scoring for the 
first half as a tight match ensued with 
both defences on top.  Dundalk did have 
a long range penalty attempt by Donal 
Clare, but the kick just drift wide on the 
wind to leave the score 7-3 at half time.

Dundalk started off the second half 
strongly and forced an early penalty 
which Donal Clare converted to make 
the score 7-6.

Enniscorthy scored again not long 
afterwards following a Dundalk knock 
on when attacking in their opponents 
22. A long range counter attack took 
Enniscorthy up to Dundalk’s five metre 
line. With Dundalk’s defence scrambling 
to cover back Enniscorthy passed the ball 
wide to outflank the visitors and run in 
their second try which was converted to 
bring the score to 14-6.

Dundalk’s heads didn’t drop however 

and they got went back on the attack. 
After forcing a number of penalties they 
got back into the home sides 22 and put 
together some nice phases of play.  

the pressure paid dividends when 
out half Donal Clare spotted that the 
Enniscorthy deence was up flat and put 
in a perfectly weighted kick for winger 
David McGuinness to dive on and score 
Dundalk’s first try.  the conversion proved 
too difficult and the score remained at 
14-11 to home side.

Enniscorthy scored their third try when 
their eight broke off a scrum drove into 
the Dundalk back-line.  Quick ruck ball 
got them on the front foot and after 
sucking in Dundalk’s defence, they 
created an overlap to score wide out.  
the try was converted which brought the 
score to 21-11 for Enniscorthy. 

Dundalk spent the rest of the game 
on the attack and forced a number of 
penalties to get them into the home sides 
22.  Good team work putting together 
the phases created an overlap for Clare 
to swing a wide pass for second row 
Diarmuid Sloan to run in a try which was 
converted by Eamon Roe.

Dundalk did have one last chance to 
win the game but the ball was held up 
in goal.

A tough game to finish off 2011 awaits 
Dundalk at Mill Road on Saturday with 
Coolmine the visitors and a 12.30pm 
kick-off.

DunDalk: Chris Brady, Davis 
Murphy, Stephen Smith,  Diarmuid 
Sloan, Conor Kane, Declan McCabe, 
Shane Quigley, Kevin Barry, Gareth herr, 
Donal Clare, Mark Bently, Will Lauaki., 
Stephen Clare, David McGuinness, 
Eamonn Roe.

Sub: niall Browne

Brave seconds just 
come up short 

Dundalk.......................................8
Ardee............................................7

THE thirds kicked off against 
ardee looking to get their season 
back on track.

 The local derby was refereed 
by a female referee and at the end 
of the game, both teams agreed 
she was one of the best referees 
they had seen this year. 

ardee put the pressure on 
from the start. Dundalk’s defence 
looked strong with some fine 
defending from centers Mike 
Doyle and aaron Mulligan. 
ardee’s pressure told when they 
were awarded a penalty outside 
the Dundalk 22 for an offside. 
ardee chose to go for goal and 
missed the opportunity. 

Dundalk continued to hold out 
ardee attacks from the restart 
and were rewarded a scrum, 
aidan Reilly opted to run the ball 
from the set piece were Gerry 
Smyth found a gap in the defence 
he looked for winger Fergal Duffy 
out wide but couldn’t pick him 
out. 

ardee were rewarded a line out 
on half way. later on a turned 
over scrum saw David McGee 
pick and go. Dundalk then spread 
it wide were some fine ball play 
by aidan Reilly and andrew 
Holmes brought Dundalk into 
the ardee 22. 

a chip over the ardee defence 
saw wing ken Coleman touch 
down for the games first score. 
Gerry Smyth was unlucky with 
his conversion attempt. 

Dundalk went into half time 
leading 5-0. Dundalk started off 
the second half strongly with a 
change in tactics with the wind 
on their backs they opted to play 
territory. 

Dundalk soon found 
themselves outside the ardee 
22 were they were awarded a 
penalty. Gerry Smyth kicked over 
the penalty giving the home side 
a 8-0 lead. ardee pilled on the 
pressure knowing they needed a 
score. 

Their pressure told when they 
were inside the Dundalk 22 with 
a line out. a move off the lineout 
found the ardee pack meters 
from the Dundalk line. 

Quick pick and go’s from the 
rucks saw ardee cross for their 
first score. 

ardee pilled on the pressure 
in the remaining minutes of the 
game but the Dundalk defence 
held strong and they were 
awarded a penalty meters from 
their line. aidian Reilly kicked 
the ball into touch. 

The thirds are now back to 
winning ways and with their 
final game before the Christmas 
break going to Ratoath away next 
Sunday they know they need to 
build on this victory.

DunDalk: John Kerr, Brian igoe, 
Andrew holmes, Bryan Crosbie, Carl 
Cunningham, Shane Quigley, Andrew 
naylor, David McGee, Simon Bryne, 
Aidian Reilly, Fergal Duffy, Mike Doyle, 
Aaron Mulligan, Ken Coleman, Gerard 
Smyth, Chris Brady, Shane Matthews, 
Brian tansey, niall Kerley.

Dundalk edge 
out rivals Ardee


