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JORGE Lorenzo’s domination of MotoGP in 2010 is reaching
historic proportions. The Spaniard has become only the third
man, along with motorcycle royalty of Giacomo Agostini and Mick
Doohan, to start a season with ten finishes inside the top two.

Lorenzo took his seventh victory of the campaign on Sunday
after romping home at the Czech Grand Prix in Brno. The FIAT
Yamaha rider started third but by the third corner was already
leading, having moved past Ben Spies and Dani Pedrosa before
taking the flag with over five seconds to spare. Lorenzo has now
opened up a lead of 77 points in the world championship and
with eight races remaining he is also on course to reach a new
points milestone for a single season.

Even with Lorenzo’s unbelievable success this season there
have still been calls his, now almost inevitable, title success
should be devalued due to the races Valentino Rossi missed due
to injury. Any such thoughts fail to recognise that Rossi crashed
as a direct result of pushing too hard due to the pressure placed
on him by his Yamaha stablemate.

It can be tough at times to think of a truly successful athlete
as still being human. Recently Usain Bolt was defeated over
100m for the first time in two years and the athletics world was
stunned by this defeat to such an extent that “beginning of the
end” headlines filled newspapers throughout the world. When
Bolt later announced that he would not race again this season
due to injury the world’s press immediately decided that his
injury would be the reason for his ultimate demise.

In MotoGP Rossi, for the first time in his career, showed that
he is human and can make mistakes. At Mugello he simply
pushed too hard chasing Lorenzo and crashed. His accident
should do nothing to devalue the performance of Lorenzo this
season. Lorenzo has shown maturity, speed and flair throughout
the first ten races and if he wins the title it will be because he
outperformed the entire field and not because Rossi was absent.

RRoossssii ffiinnaallllyy ccoonnffiirrmmeedd aatt DDuuccaattii
While Valentino was unable to celebrate victory on Sunday

evening he was able to celebrate the confirmation of the
paddock’s worst kept secret: that he will be riding for Ducati in
2011, as reported in this column on July 7.

Ducati has struggled this year but it is not hard to envisage
Rossi winning races from the start of next season and
challenging for the title. When he joined Yamaha the Japanese
manufacturer was in the midst of a terrible slump with no
leading rider willing to ride the M1. Rossi joined the factory
aiming to prove a point at Honda, who belittled his success on
their bike by declaring that “the rider was unimportant and it
was the bike that determined success.”

To show the importance of a rider Rossi brought Jeremy
Burgess with him from Honda and the pair immediately
transformed the M1 into a race winner, a task that they must now
repeat with Ducati. Winning his first race on the Yamaha was not
to be expected and winning the 2004 world title was one of the
greatest shocks in Grand Prix history.

Rossi will face a pressure cooker atmosphere like none that he
has experienced in his career. To ride for Ducati is similar to
driving for Ferrari. Italian fans have always had a strange feeling
when Rossi or Ducati won a race, there was joy at the fact an
Italian had won...but there was despair that another Italian had
lost. With these two giants of the sport racing together the
expectation of a nation will sky rocket and no excuses will be
tolerated.

Rossi did not speak to the world’s media after his move to
Ducati was announced but he released a statement saying, “Now
the moment has come to look for new challenges; my work here
at Yamaha is finished. Unfortunately even the most beautiful love
stories finish, but they leave a lot of wonderful memories, like
when my bike and I kissed for the time on the grass at Welkom,
when she looked straight in my eyes and told me ‘I love you!’”
MotoGP fans all over the world will hope that his new bike will
have similar feelings!
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Lorenzo makes it seven as
he opens up a 77 point lead
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TTHHEE ppeennuullttiimmaattee rrooaadd rraaccee ooff tthhee FFPPMM AAccccoouunnttaannttss
SSuummmmeerr CCyycclliinngg LLeeaagguuee wwaass hheelldd llaasstt TThhuurrssddaayy,,
wwiitthh tthhee ssiixx ddiiffffeerreenntt ggrroouuppss ooff rriiddeerrss rraacciinngg ffrroomm
tthhee BBaallllyymmaacc rroouunnddaabboouutt oouutt ttoo GGrreeeennoorree aanndd
bbaacckk,, aa ddeecceeppttiivveellyy ttoouugghh ccoouurrssee..

AA ggoooodd ttuurrnn oouutt oonn aa wwaarrmm ssuummmmeerr''ss eevveenniinngg
ssaayy ssiixx ddiiffffeerreenntt ggrroouuppss lliinnee uupp.. OOnn tthhee wwaayy oouutt ttoo
GGrreeeennoorree tthhee ffiirrsstt ttwwoo ggrroouuppss oonn tthhee rrooaadd hhaadd
ccoommee ttooggeetthheerr,, wwhhiillee tthhee ffoouurrtthh ggrroouupp wwaass cclloossiinngg
ffaasstt oonn tthhee tthhiirrdd ggrroouupp..

BBeehhiinndd ssccrraattcchh aanndd ssuuppeerr ssccrraattcchh hhaadd ccoommee
ttooggeetthheerr bbuutt wweerree nnoott mmaakkiinngg ggrreeaatt hheeaaddwwaayy
ccaattcchhiinngg tthhee ggrroouuppss iinn ffrroonntt..

OOnnccee tthhee ffiirrsstt ttwwoo ggrroouuppss hhaadd aammaallggaammaatteedd aallll
eeyyeess wweerree oonn lleeaagguuee lleeaaddeerr JJoorrddaann FFlloooodd,, iinn
ssiittuuaattiioonnss lliikkee tthhiiss iinn tthhee ppaasstt FFlloooodd hhaass sseett ooffff
aalloonnee ttoo ccllaaiimm tthhee vviiccttoorryy ssoo hhee wwaass bbeeiinngg cclloosseellyy
wwaattcchheedd..

WWiitthh oonnee eeyyee oonn FFlloooodd tthhee rriiddeerrss wweerree aallssoo
cciirrccuummssppeecctt ttoo tthhee ggrroouuppss bbeehhiinndd tthheemm tthhaatt wweerree

cclloossiinngg iinn oonn tthheeiirr lleeaadd.. HHoowweevveerr rriiddiinngg ttooggeetthheerr
tthheeyy ddiidd mmaannaaggee ttoo ssttaayy aawwaayy uunnttiill tthhee lliinnee aanndd
ffrroomm tthhee mmaassss sspprriinntt TTrreevvoorr KKaannee uunnlleeaasshheedd aa ttuurrnn
ooff ssppeeeedd ttoo lleeaavvee aallll tthhee ootthheerrss iinn hhiiss wwaakkee..

SSeeccoonndd hhoommee wwaass PPaauull DDaagggg wwhhoo jjuusstt hheelldd ooffff
tthhee cchhaalllleennggee ffrroomm FFlloooodd.. PPaauull MMccGGeeee aanndd TTiimm
MMuurrrraayy ttooookk ffoouurrtthh aanndd ffiifftthh rreessppeeccttiivveellyy,, tthheerree bbyy
eennssuurriinngg CCuucchhuullaaiinnnn hhaadd aa cclleeaann sswweeeepp ooff tthhee ttoopp
ffiivvee ppllaacciinnggss..

TThhee ssccrraattcchh ggrroouupp wwaass lleedd hhoommee bbyy PPeetteerr
TTwwoommeennyy ffrroomm AAiiddaann CCuunnnniinngghhaamm.. TThhee nniigghhtt''ss
rraacciinngg wwaass mmaarrrreedd bbyy aa bbaadd aacccciiddeenntt aanndd tthhee cclluubb
wwiisshheess MMiicckk OO''CCoonnnnoorr aa ssppeeeeddyy rreeccoovveerryy..

KKaannee''ss wwiinn wwiillll sseeee hhiimm mmoovvee uupp tthhee lleeaaddeerr
bbooaarrdd,, wwhhiicchh iiss ssttiillll ttooppppeedd bbyy JJoorrddaann FFlloooodd.. TThhee
llaasstt rrooaadd rraaccee ooff tthhee lleeaagguuee wwiillll bbee hheelldd nneexxtt
TThhuurrssddaayy nniigghhtt bbeeffoorree tthhee sseeaassoonn iiss wwrraappppeedd uupp
oovveerr tthhee ffoolllloowwiinngg ttwwoo wweeeekkss wwiitthh tthhee aannnnuuaall HHiillll
CClliimmbb CChhaammppiioonnsshhiippss..

AAss tthhee SSuummmmeerr LLeeaagguuee eenntteerrss tthhee bbuussiinneessss eenndd

ooff tthhee sseeaassoonn oovveerr 3300 ooff tthhee cclluubb''ss rriiddeerrss aarree aallssoo
ppuuttttiinngg tthheeiirr ffiinnaall ttoouucchheess ttoo tthheeiirr MMaaiill ttoo MMiizzeenn
hheeaadd pprreeppaarraattiioonnss,, tthhee lleennggtthh ooff IIrreellaanndd ccyyccllee tthhaatt
kkiicckkss ooffff SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22.. TThhiiss rriiddee iiss ppaarrtt ooff tthhee
cclluubb''ss 7755tthh AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy CCeelleebbrraattiioonnss aanndd iiss rraaiissiinngg
mmoonneeyy ffoorr tthhrreeee cchhaarriittiieess,, IIrriisshh CCaanncceerr SSoocciieettyy,,
DDoowwnn SSyynnddrroommee IIrreellaanndd aanndd DDuunnddaallkk SSiimmoonn
CCoommmmuunniittyy..

EEvveenntt ddiirreeccttoorrss KKeevviinn HHaammiillll aanndd PPaaddrraaiigg KKeellllyy
hhaavvee ffiinnaalliisseedd tthhee rroouutteess aanndd hhaavvee aarrrraannggeedd tthhrreeee
ssuuppppoorrtt vveehhiicclleess ssoo tthhaatt tthhee rriiddeerrss oonnllyy hhaavvee hhaavvee
ttoo ffooccuuss oonn tthhee mmiilleess aanndd nnootthhiinngg eellssee.. DDaayy oonnee
sseeeess tthhee rriiddeerrss ddeeppaarrtt ffrroomm MMaalliinn aanndd wwiillll ssppeenndd
tthhee nniigghhtt iinn LLiimmeerriicckk.. DDaayy ttwwoo eennddss iinn CCaavvaann,,
bbeeffoorree tthhee ffiinnaall ttrreekk oonn tthhee SSuunnddaayy ttoo tthhee mmoosstt
nnoorrtthheerrnn ppooiinntt ooff CCoouunnttyy DDoonneeggaall..

HHaammiillll aanndd KKeellllyy ddiidd aa rreeccoonn ooff tthhiiss rroouuttee llaasstt
ssuummmmeerr aanndd ssaaiidd iitt iiss aa rroouuttee tthhaatt hhaass iitt aallll,, eeppiicc
cclliimmbbss,, ssppeeccttaaccuullaarr sscceenneerryy aanndd rrooaaddss tthhaatt wwiillll tteesstt
tthhee rriiddeerrss ccoommpplleettee ffiittnneessss..

Kane first over line in penultimate round of Cycling League
CYCLING FPM ACCOUNTANTS SUMMER CYCLING LEAGUE

DUNDALK held their first pre
season game of the 2010-2011
season at the Mill Road on
Thursday night against AIL
Division 3 side Naas.

Although the victory eluded
them there were plenty of positives
to take from the performance, most
notably the introduction of
younger players making their first
15 debuts namely, Robin McGee,
Mark Bentley, Geoff McDonnell,
Paddy Greene, Ciaran Greene, and
Daniel MacGuinness.

The match itself was played over
three periods of 25 minutes each,
with each player playing at least
two of those. Dundalk suffered an
early setback when off turnover
ball the impressive Naas no 8 broke
clear chipping the last line of
defence and winning the race to
touch down.

However Dundalk responded in
the best fashion, controlling the
game for the rest of the period
scoring two tries in the process. It
was their ability to work through
the phases of play with both
forwards and backs combining to
good effect that led to Dundalk’s
dominance. The forward pack took
it to the opposition with ball
carriers Richie Naylor, Paul
Meegan and Kev Fearon making
inroads.

Naas indiscipline gave Dundalk

a couple of line out opportunities in
the 22 and they were able to
capitise on this. Off one the
forwards drove and went off the
side. The backs took it up and
again the forwards were in
support. Quick ruck ball enabled
player coach Ene Fa’atau playing at
outside half to skip a wide pass to
full back Stephen McGee who in
turn passed to flying wing Paddy
Greene who outpaced his man to
score in the corner.

The second try came soon after
again off a line out inside the Naas
22. Ene Fa’atau played Rory
McArdle on the drift who picked a
great line, sucking in the cover to
put Stephen McGee over close to
the posts. The conversion put
Dundalk 12-5 up and it remained
that way to the end of the first
period despite a great individual
effort from Stephen Murphy from
inside his own half until he was just
hauled down a couple of feet short
of the line.

The second period saw Dundalk
play into a strong wind and with a
number of changes to the side they
struggled to cope with the power of
the Naas pack and their speed out
wide. However the damage was
limited through a strong scrum
with the McCabes Ciaran and
Declan ably assisted by Stephen
Soraghan, and again good phase
play.

MJ McKevitt called the shots at
out half with great ball carrying
outside him by Darren Guest. Naas

scored two tries in this period
through defensive lapses and
David Toman responded with an
opportunistic drop goal just short
of the Naas try line.

Ciaran Greene impressed with a
couple of crunching tackles and his
fellow wing Daniel MacGuinness
had a fine run up the left touch line
while Geoff McDonnell carried well
off the back of the scrum.

The third period started badly
for the home side but they dug
deep and the fitness work put in for
preseason began to pay off. Off
turnover ball outside their own 22
Toman played paddy Greene who
scorched down the wing. He played
Hadden on the inside who like a
good open side was in support and
he was able to outsprint the Naas
full back to score.

With time ticking down Dundalk
were once again controlling the
play with good runs from Conor
McCrory and Paul Meegan.
Sustained pressure inside the Naas

22 with pick and drives from the
pack was rewarded when Ciaran
Brannigan scored in the corner
with the last play of the game.

Dundalk now look forward to
travelling over to renew their
rivalry with Navan, now a senior
club this Saturday with both 1sts
and 2nds playing.

DDUUNNDDAALLKK:: S McGee, P Greene, S
Murphy, R McArdle, G Lynch, E
Fa’atau, D Toman, K Fearon, B
Hadden, K Barry, P Meegan, R
McGee, S Soraghan, R Naylor, D
McCabe. Subs used: C McCrory, C
Greene, D Guest, D MacGuinness,
MJ McKevitt, G McDonnell, M
Rowntree, M Bentley, C Brannigan,
C McCabe

❑ Latest 501 Winners: Week 40
Draw 501 Mervin McGuinness; 250
David Campbell; 100 Adrian
Corcoran. Week 41 Draw 501
Myriam Fearon; 250 Andrew Farrell;

100 Niall Lavery. Week 42 Draw
501 Rosemary Monahan; 250 Gary

O'Hanlon; 100 Hugh McAvoy.

Dundalk 25

Naas 29

Young guns
show plenty
of promise

Paddy Greene scored on his full
debut for Dundalk’s senior team
against Naas at the Mill Road last
Thursday night.


