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ATHLETICS Club round-up

Cooley Half 
Marathon/10k
The third annual Cooley Legends (off/road) 
half Marathon was held on Saturday April 21, 
2012 in Carlingford. 

Conditions were soft under foot, after 
the overnight heavy showers and there was 
a fresh North westerly wind to cool the 
participants on their way. 

It was Ugis Karasevs once again taking first 
position with a time of 1:25:20, just 40 seconds 
off last year’s time.

In the ladies race once again, there was no 
catching the local Setanta Triathlete Jolene 
Mallon (1:39:28), knocking four minutes off last 
year’s time with Rachel Nolan (1:44:45) and erin 
Kate Aleksak, all the way from Statin Island in 
third (1:50:05) position.

Overall Male: Ugis Karasevs (01:25:20), Don 
Travers (01:26:27), Torben Dahl (01:27:59), 
Niall McCabe (01:29:59). Overall Female: Jolene 
Mellon (01:39:28), Rachel Nolan (01:44:45), erin 
Kate Aleksak (01:50:05). Male Vet 40+: Niall 
McCabe (01:29:59), Warren Cartmill (01:36:41), 
Colin Teevan (01:41:51).  Female Vet 40+: Orla 
Mcelroy (01:58:07), helen Conneally (02:19:07), 
Clodagh O’Gorman (02:24:32), Gudrun O’Connor 
(02:29:21). Male Classic Vet 50+: Paschal Larney 
(02:11:39). Final Finisher – Legend: Kevin 
Comiskey (03:02:00).
10k Results.

Male: Martin Curran (41:28), Shane Coleman 
(43:08), Fergal Cunningham (43:30). Female: 
Michelle Murray (49:16), Liza halpin (55:06), 
Nicole Pringle (56:04). Male Vet: Robert Giles 
(48:57). Female Vet: Bernadette O’Keefe 
(1:03:04).

Dunleer AC
DUNLeeR AC had great success in the relays at 
the Cushinstown AC annual sports last Sunday.  

Saoirse holmes, Aisling Matthews, Olivia 
Carroll and Grace Fitzpatrick combined well to 
win the girls U10 race.  Next up was the girls 
U12, the team consisting of Saoirse holmes, Aoife 
holmes, Ciara Matthews and erin Orr.  

Not to be out done the boys U12 team of 
Ronan Sands, Mark Byrne, Neil hodgins and 
Cathal Quinn lead from start to finish to also take 
gold.

 In the individual events Grace Fitzpatrick won 
the U9 80m and followed that up with a third 
place in the U10 200m.  

erin Orr took silver in both the girls U12 100m 
and 300m.  

Aoife holmes and Ciara Matthews took second 
and third in the Girls U12 high Jump and coach 
Jackie Matthews was delighted with the progress 
both girls have made since taking up this event.  
Mark Byrne also medalled in the high jump, taking 
second place in the boys U12 event.

For good measure he also finished third in the 
Shot Putt. 

In the U12 sprints Ronan Sands finished in the 
bronze medal position in both the 100m and the 
300m.  

In the U13 events emma Cheshire took second 
in the 100m, and third in the Long Jump, high 
Jump and 300m.  

Kevin Ledwith was third in the boys 300m and 
narrowly missed out on a medal in the 100m, 
finishing fourth.  Also finishing fourth in his 300m 
race was Neil hodgins.

In the Senior competition Geraldine Finnegan 
won gold in the 100m, 400m, Shot Putt.  She 
finished second in the 1,500m.  Lydia Jein also 
had three podium positions in the 200m, Shot 
Putt and Long Jump.  Mark Garland had success 
in the men’s 400m, finishing second.

Other to compete with distinction were 
Michael Casey, Patrick Farrell, Benny Casey and 
Feargal Quinn when they finished fourth in the 
Boys U-10 relay.
Rory Kirwan

Dunleer AC’s Rory Kirwan, representing the 
University of Ulster, became the Intervarsities 
javelin Champion last Friday evening, April 20 at 
Athlone IT.  

No stranger to success Rory was a very 
successful juvenile Club and School’s athlete, 
achieving the highest accolades in both.  

On Friday last, Rory and the other competitors 
had to struggle against the poor weather 
conditions and the wind hampered any attempts 
at personal bests, but Rory was very pleased to 
win the event with a fourth round attempt of 
49.47 metres, his best throw of the day.  

Barry Kirwan (no relation), representing DCU 
finished in second place with a best throw of 
48.27m and Conal Campion (TCD) finished in 

third place with 46.82 metres.  
Geraldine Finegan

Geraldine was competing at the World 
Championships in Finland in Jyvaskyla, four 
hours bus journey from helsinki. She came home 
with three silver medals, in the Pentathlon, Triple 
Jump and 400m, plus a fourth, a fifth, a sixth 
and a seventh placing in total and two new Irish 
masters’ records. She competed in over thirteen 
events in total in the four days.  She was known 
to the locals as Super woman for competing in 
so many events. 

She began with the Pentathlon event and was 
up against the best masters’ long jumper in the 
world, Petra Baejac from France who jumps over 
5.60m.  

Geraldine was not easily beaten as she won 
the shot putt with a season best of 10.54m and 
then raced to first place in the final event of the 
pentathlon the 800m beating Petra by fifteen 
seconds but it was not enough for the overall 
gold medal this time. Geraldine was very pleased 
however with her world masters’ silver medal.

Geraldine broke the Irish masters’ 60m record 
running 8.8 seconds to make the final the next 
day where she was unable to improve the time 
and finished seventh.  She also achieved a new 
Irish masters’ record in the Javelin by a metre with 
a best throw of 30.99 metres.
Spar Great Ireland Run

Dunleer AC’s Martin Quinn was the star man 
for the Club with an overall twentieth position 
finish, and tenth Irish man home in the Athletics 
Ireland competition.  

Martin’s time of 31.23 was a personal best for 
him over the distance and augurs well for the rest 
of the season.
Juveniles

The Louth Pre-Championships last Friday 
night were unfortunately cut short due to 
severe weather, but there were some excellent 
performances before the rain set in.  

Oisín Cheshire - gold, Grace Fitzpatrick- gold, 
Reece Reilly – double gold, Kian Leavy –silver, 
Tom Mathews –silver, Anthony Dillon - silver, erin 
Orr – silver, Dylan Browne – silver, Jamie Curtis 
– bronze, Liam Connaughton - bronze.  

Glenmore AC
CONGRATS to all athletes who turned up and 
competed at the Louth Pre-Championships 
despite the inclement weather on Friday April 20. 
Due to the severe weather conditions the longer 
races, relays and some field events were not run.  

In the U8 Boys James McBride came third in 
the 60m and second in the Ball throw. Chloe 
McCarragher represented the club in U8 Girls 
sprint and ball throw.

In the U9 Boys Sean McCarragher, Gerard 
hanlon, Paul Brennan, and Sean Quinn competed 
in the sprint and long jump with Sean Quinn 
coming third in the sprint and Paul Brennan, gold 
in the long jump and Daire McDaid won bronze, 
both boys were representing Glenmore for the 
first time. 

In the U9 Girls Laoise Mcelroy, Blathnaid 
Murphy and erin Dunne competed in the sprints 
and long jump with Laoise Mcelroy winning silver 
in the long jump. 

hugh Larkin came third in U11 boys sprint with 
teammates Cian Reilly and Andrew Keenan also 
competing. All three also competed in the Ball 
throw. 

In the U10 Girls Nadine Carolan, Brianain 
McBride, Alice Ferguson and sophie Grey 

competed in the sprints and ball throw. Ciarain 
Flynn and Aaron Carolan competed in the U11 
long jump and sprints with Aaron reaching the 
final. 

Glenmore was well represented in U11 Girls 
with Ciara Quinn, erica Quinn, hannah Kirwan, 
Aoife hughes and Roisin McDaid competing in 
the sprints and long jump, erica Quinn won silver 
in the sprint and bronze in the long jump. 

Fionn Reilly, Lewis Cullen Young and Craig 
Quinn were up for the U12 sprints and ball throw. 
U12 Girls were Lorna Keenan, Niamh Rice, Maeve 
White, Amy Farnan, hannah Gormley and Katelyn 
Quinn. Niamh Rice, Shauna Lavery and Katelyn 
Quinn got through to the sprint final and Niamh 
Rice came first in Ball throw with Katelyn coming 
third. 

Paul McGlynn competed in the U13 Boys 
sprint. Chloe Barry, ellen Barry, Leah Kirwan, 
Nicola Ferguson, Shauna Mcelroy and Georgia 
hanlon were the U13 Girls who competed in the 
long jump and sprints. 

Nicola, Leah and Chloe all got through to the 
sprints final with Chloe Barry winning bronze. 

In U14 Boys Tadhg Leahy came first in the 
sprint followed by teammates Leonard Grey and 
Joseph Quinn. 

U15 Boys emmet hughes, eoin McDaid and 
Conor Kenny competed in the sprints and long 
jump. 

Both eoin and emmet got through to the sprint 
final whilst emmet came first in the long jump and 
Conor Kenny came third. 

In the boys U16 Cormac Barry came second in 
sprint whilst Shauna Grey came first in U19 sprint 
and second in the long jump. eamonn Larmie 
represented Glenmore in U19 sprint. 

The Quinn family represented Glenmore in 
Cushinstown Races on Sunday. Sean Quinn came 
home second in U9 sprints and sister Ciara came 
second in U11 sprint and fourth in long jump. 

Katelyn also competed in U12 Girls sprint and 
shottputt.  All athletes are looking forward to the 
upcoming Louths in May.

St Peter’s AC
The outdoor track and field season got under-
way with a bang last week for St Peter’s AC. 
Athletes from the club were in action in no less 
than six competitions at five different venues in 
Leinster. 

Despite a lot of cool and wet weather, they 
produced some excellent performances, which 
augur well for the bigger meets scheduled for 
later in the summer.

The truncated Louth Juvenile Pre-Championship 
Meet at Bush on Friday night yielded four gold, 
eight silver and four bronze medals for the 
Dromiskin-based club. Given that the meeting 
was abandoned about halfway through the 
programme due to heavy rain, this was certainly 
an impressive total.

Daniel Finley led the way with gold in both 
the U17 100m and Shot (10.60m), while Niamh 
Fussey won the U19 Long Jump (4.16m) and took 
silver in the 100m. The club’s other winner was 
Chloe Finley in the U15 100m.

Judith Bell won silver in both the U8 60m and 
Ball Throw (10.35m), while Mark Rogers took 
silver in the U17 Shot (10.18m) and bronze in 
the 100m.

Silver medals also went to Conor Durnin in 
the U17 100m, Martin McGrane in the U16 Shot 
(9.01m), Orlaith McMahon in the U15 100m and 
heather Rogers in the U16 Shot (8.43m). 

A further three athletes won bronze medals 

– Lauren Finegan in the U16 Shot (7.36m), Liam 
Fussey in the U16 Shot (8.04m) and Éamonn 
McManus in the U17 Shot (9.18m).

hilary Kerr was also in action last Friday, as 
she represented the Royal College of Surgeons 
at the Irish Universities’ Championships in 
Athlone. She leapt 5.15m for bronze in the Long 
Jump, which was a fine performance considering 
that her training had been restricted recently 
due to injury.

The popular Cushinstown AC Sports in Co 
Meath were staged on Sunday afternoon, 
and attracted athletes from across the east of 
Ireland, with clubs from Newry down to Kilkenny 
prominently represented. St Peter’s AC athletes 
were well to the fore, winning five gold, nine silver 
and five bronze trophies.

Conor Durnin had a great day, as he accounted 
for three of these gold medals with victories in 
the Senior 400m, U17 100m and U17 Long Jump 
(5.84m). 

Chloe Finley also had a busy and successful 
day with a win in the U15 800m, and silvers in 
the U16 Shot (10.10m), U15 100m and U15 
Long Jump (4.75m). Gabriel Bell was in top form 
to record a victory in the U12 high Jump and then 
take silver in the U13 Long Jump.

Daniel Finley won silver in the U17 100m, as 
did Martin McGrane in the U16 Shot (9.36m), 
Tom McGrane in the Senior Shot (9.36m) and 
Katie Murphy in the U12 Shot (6.63m). 

heather Rogers won double bronze in the U16 
high Jump (1.30m) and the U16 Shot (7.85m). 
3rd place finishes were also recorded by Orlaith 
McMahon in the U15 100m and by Mark Rogers 
in the Senior high Jump (1.70m).

Towards the end of the day the club’s all-girls 
relay team of Chloe Finley, heather Rogers, Orlaith 
McMahon and Nikayla hamill took a great silver 
behind a mixed team in the U15 4x100m. 

This was just after Ciara Murphy, Katie 
McDermott, emma McDermott and Marie-Claire 
Rogers had teamed up for bronze in the U14 
Girls’ 4x100m.

Other St Peter’s athletes who competed in 
Cushinstown and performed very well included 
Judith Bell, Ava Brennan, Sarah Larney, Dean 
McDermott, hazel McDermott and Éamonn 
McManus.

The hectic programme of competition for the 
club’s athletes commenced last Wednesday when 
Lauren Finegan and heather Rogers represented 
Our Lady’s College, Greenhills, at the Meath 
Schools’ Championships in Navan, where heather 
had an impressive win in the Shot and took bronze 
in the high Jump. 

The same day Mark Rogers, representing St 
Joseph’s, Drogheda, won gold in the high Jump 
(1.76m) and bronze in the 800m at the CBS 
Schools’ Championships at Santry in Dublin.

The action was rounded off when Niamh 
Fussey and emily Rogers both ran in the Leinster 
100m Challenge in Santry on Sunday afternoon. 
One lucky participant in this event, drawn by 
lottery, was rewarded with an opportunity to race 
over 100m in the Olympic Stadium in London.

Blackrock AC
BLACKROCK AC athletes were very busy last 
weekend. On the evening of Friday April 20 
at the Louth Pre-Championships Track & Field 
Competition out at Bush, and on the afternoon 
of Sunday April 22 at the Annual Cushinstown 
Sports in Meath.

Senan McCarthy and David Coyle started off 
proceedings on the Friday evening when they ran 

big 80m races. Another U8, Ciara O’Brien put up 
a great performance when taking Bronze in the 
Ball Throw.

Blackrock’s sole U9 was Sophie Woulfe who 
did her club proud in the 80m and Long Jump. 

But at U10 there was that great troupe of 
Caoilfhionn McCarthy, Leah McArdle, Aoife 
O’Brien, eve Brosnan, Kate O’Brien, Neasa Reilly 
and Aoibhinn McMahon. 

And prolific winners Neasa and Aoibhinn 
shared the spoils when Neasa won the 80m with 
Aoibhinn second, and then Aoibhinn won the 
Ball Throw with a mammoth 27.87m with Neasa 
second.

Jonah Power, having won his semi final in fine 
style, then went on to be pipped into fourth in the 
final of the U10 Boys 80m.

And another great semi final was in the U11 
Boys 80m where Mark Durkin came home just 
ahead of Fionn O’Brien, but they were out of 
the medals in the final. Donnacha hughes also 
ran well as did Niamh Cunningham in the Girls 
equivalent and the Long Jump.

Torrential rain soaked the athletes half way 
through the evening and the event had to be 
suspended. On resumption, Finn Reilly ran a fine 
fourth in the U12 Boys 80m. And for the Girls, it 
was Sorcha Cassidy and Kelly Breen who took a 
great silver in her 80m.

The very talented U13 bunch were spearheaded 
by Gemma McCrave who was beaten a short 
head in a thrilling finish in the 80m final with 
heat winners Shauna McMahon and Grace 
Brosnan just out of the medals, and also Clodagh 
Roe.  Grace took Bronze in the Long Jump with a 
magnificent leap of 3.74m.

Next medal for Blackrock was an excellent silver 
in the U14 Boys 80m for Padraig Cunningham. 

And this was followed by another Silver in the 
U15 Long Jump for Aaron McGuigan who sprang 
to 4.67m.

The rain was now pelting down and a bitterly 
cold wind was sweeping across the very exposed 
track by the time the Girls U16 took to the start. 

In the event, Annabelle Morris took a fine Gold 
with Aine Mcelarney, Aoife Cunningham and erica 
Murphy completing the full suite for a Blackrock 
1-2-3-4. 

The elements won the night after that, and the 
meeting had to be abandoned before the distance 
races or relays could be run.

On the Sunday in Cushinstown, Padraig 
Cunningham got Blackrock off to a fine start with 
Gold in the U14 Boys Shot Put, and he followed 
up with silver in the 100m.

At U9, Niamh Cassidy and Aibhlis Todd were 
Blackrock’s only competitors, but at U10 there was 
a big contingent. Aoibhinn McMahon waltzed the 
Ball Throw with a fine 23m, and made it double 
Gold when heading a Blackrock 1-2-3-4 in the 
80m with Caoilfhionn McCarthy, runner up and 
Aoife O’Brien fourth. 

Aoife linked up with Leah McArdle, Aibhlis 
Todd and Kate O’Brien to come home a great 
fourth in 4x100m relay.

Aoibhinn and Caoilfhionn moved up two 
age groups to partner Niamh Cunningham and 
Penny Morris in the U12 Girls relay to a stirring 
silver. Penny had just before that taken a close 
up Bronze in the U12 Girls 200m with Sorcha 
Cassidy just in behind.

Along with Niamh Cunningham at U11 was 
Fionn O’Brien, and although they did not win 
any individual trophies, they  both took on all 
the events on an afternoon that saw the heavens 
open a number of times.

Despite the sogginess of it all, Shauna 
McMahon was enjoying herself having the most 
varied day of all the competitors. Shauna took 
Bronze in the U13 Girls 100m, was just out of 
the medals in the Long Jump and moved up to 
U14 to take fourth in the Shot Put. If that was not 
enough, Shauna ran in two relays, taking a Gold 
in one when guesting for Dunleer.

The globetrotting older Girls were beating all 
before them as usual. Amy Smyth sluiced home 
first in the U17 100m and then Blackrock had a 
wonderful 1-2-3 in the U17 Long Jump courtesy 
of Annabelle Morris, Aoife Cunningham and Aine 
Mcelarney, in that order. 

Whilst the girls were performing this feat, 
unbeknownst to them the 300m was run off 
without their knowledge and unfortunately a few 
more potential trophies went a begging. 

Annabelle had earlier won the U16 high Jump 
with a grand leap of 1.58m, and then took Silver 
in the 100m with Aine Mcelarney close up in the 
dreaded fourth position.

In the final event of the day, Aine linked up with 
erica Murphy, Amy Smyth and Aoife Cunningham 
in the U17 Mixed 4 x 100m Relay. They did not 
beat the Boys teams, but were clearly first home 
of the all-girl teams. 

Ugis retains his crown
The Chequered F1ag

A Formula One blog by Stephen English
www.stephenenglish.ie

Desert storm hits Formula 1
FORMULA 1’s decision to race in Bahrain earned the sport an 
incredible backlash from international media and fans alike 
but now that the race has been run the questions about the 
sport’s involvement with the Middle eastern nation needs to be 
examined.

Formula 1 is not the only major sport to have been hosted by the 
Bahraini but it was the only to be used as a focal point by media. 
Whereas the Bahrain Invitational golf tournament, featuring leading 
players such as Thomas Bjorn and Paul Casey, was held with little 
media intervention just two weeks ago the Grand Prix was reported 
on by numerous worldwide outlets.

With the higher profile that Formula 1 is afforded the media felt 
that it was crucial that they use the race as a platform for highlighting 
the plights in Bahrain. With Bahrain limiting media visas throughout 
the week however it was impossible for most of these outlets to offer 
an accurate portrayal of life in Bahrain.

Limiting media access to the country did an exceptional amount of 
harm to Bahrain. however while it is clear that the Kingdom is hardly 
a paradise and that there are definite problems affecting it is also 
clear from the reports of the Formula 1 paddock that Bahrain is far 
from the war zone being depicted by the majority of the media.

While most reports have spoken about mass demonstrations and 
the presence of armoured vehicles it seems, again from eye witness 
accounts, that while there is a heavy police presence there is not 
armoured vehicles and on F1 reporter, Kate Walker, went so far as 
to say that, “The widely reported 50,000 people on the streets of 
Manama on Friday night were not visible in my journeys through 
and around the city. I’m not sure how you can miss a demonstration 
that big in a city this size.”

F1 not alone in competing in Bahrain
The majority of reports from the worldwide media paint the sport 

in an exceptionally negative light and while it is clear that with 
such negative publicity that racing in the Kingdom of Bahrain was 
a mistake it should also be noted that Formula 1 is not the only 
organisation in Bahrain.

FIFA still recognises the Bahrain FA and the national team can 
still look to qualify for the World Cup. The International Olympic 
Committee still recognises the Bahrain Olympic Council and the 
nations athletes will compete in the London games later in the year. 
The International Cricket Council still hosts matches in the Kingdom 
and major golf tournaments still take place in Bahrain.

even the United Nations still recognises Bahrain and places no 
embargo on the Kingdom. Yet it is Formula 1 that receives negative 
press for racing in the country. The majority of negative publicity has 
centred on the human rights violations in Bahrain but given that we 
are just one week removed from the Chinese Grand Prix makes any 
reservations on human rights ring hollow.

In the week leading up to the Grand Prix the UK houses of 
Parliament debated whether the Grand Prix should take place. With 
the Formula 1 calendar set in stone nine months ago you would have 
to ask why there was no urgency until now to discuss the issue.

With the former head of Scotland Yard, John Yates, also 
commenting on Thursday about how the police would use live 
ammunition if required the question needs to be asked about why 
these people didn’t feel the need to question the safety of teams and 
drivers until they already had landed in Bahrain.

What good could come from Yates and the likes of ed Miliband 
provoking hysteria after people are already in apparent harms way?

The weekend was not trouble free with four Force India mechanics 
caught in the cross fire of a riot between protesters and police on 
Thursday; a petrol bomb struck their car. It was clear that there was 
potential for an incident but, by and large, the majority of people said 
that they felt safe and never in danger.

CVC call the tune in F1
Personally I don’t think that the race should have taken place for 

the simple fact that it was perfectly obvious that the sport would be 
at the centre of massive negative publicity. The human rights issue 
was moot by the fact that everyone accepted the Chinese Grand Prix 
without asking questions.

From the sports perspective it is clear that Bernie ecclestone 
handled the negative publicity quite badly over the course of the 
weekend. It should be noted that while most of the media have 
commented that Bernie had the power to cancel the race he is no 
longer the “ring leader” of Formula 1 that he is commonly perceived 
to be.

Whereas in the past Bernie was the undoubted head of the 
sport he is now an employee of CVC. The venture capitalist firm has 
gradually increased their share of the sport in recent years and now 
Bernie answers to them.

For a man as successful as ecclestone it is clearly difficult to answer 
to anyone else but the fact is that he has to provide a return on CVC’s 
investment. The easiest way of doing this is race in countries willing 
to pay the ever increasing sanctioning fees for Formula 1 races.

Bahrain is one of the countries most willing to do this and with the 
race on the calendar the only way that Bernie could cash the cheque 
from the Crown Prince was to allow the race to go ahead.

ecclestone may stir controversy on a fairly regular basis but most of 
his actions and statements do have a certain level of reasonableness. 
Bernie is one of the craftiest businessmen in history and he never 
makes a move to damage his sport, unless he has a choice.

he knew the negative implications of racing in Bahrain and knew 
how the sport would be portrayed and the fact that the race went 
ahead shows just how little choice ecclestone actually had in the 
proceedings.

The reports throughout the weekend of Bahrain being a 
“watershed” moment for Formula 1 are wide of the mark. It may 
however prove the catalyst for change and with Ross Brawn calling 
for the teams to have a greater say in the calendar it would be a step 
in the right direction.

BASKETBALL 2012 All-Ireland Colleges Intervarsities

DkIT created history by reaching 
the semi-finals of the 60th All-
Ireland Basketball Intervarsity 
competition for the very first 
time.

This fantastic achievement was 
made even more impressive by 
the fact that they only had three 
senior players in the ranks, the 
rest freshers. 

The college were also 
celebrating when Samuel Sunni 
was awarded an All Star for 
his performances during the 
tournament.

The future is bright for DkIT as 
long as they continue to show the 
spirit they have all year. 

Two pieces of history 
have been achieved with a 
Freshers All Ireland win and a 
senior Intervarsity semi-final 
appearance this season.

IT Carlow....................................60 
DkIT.............................................41

DkIT tipped off their tournament 
with a much anticipated game 
against highly fancied winners IT 
Carlow. 

DkIT started brightly with co-
captain Aaron Lawless showing 
off his shooting with some great 
individual scores. 

ITC also had some fantastic 
players so the Dundalk lads knew 
that hard work and fight was the 
only way to stay in the game. 

Down eight in the first quarter 
the DkIT lads brought it back to 
be up three at one stage thanks 
to efforts from Samuel Sanni, 
Mohammad Dida and defensively 
through Cian Dillon.

The second quarter saw much 
of the same. ITC ran out to a 12 
point lead but the resurgent 
DkIT, led by Lawless and Sanni, 
offensively pulled it back to three 
just before half time. 

The third quarter was difficult 
for DkIT as they struggled from 
the field and seemed to give away 
cheap fouls that ITC capitalised 
on. 

The Dundalk bench play 
was good with some good 
performances from Nedas 
Pulukaitis and Eoghan Ryan but 
it wasn’t enough to keep off ITC 
as they ran into a 10 point led 
going into the forth.

The final quarter was again 
a struggle for DkIT but they 
showed the fighting spirit from 
the freshers All-Ireland win 
earlier in the season. 

Unfortunately this wasn’t 
enough for the win but as long 

as DkIT could beat Belfast 
Metropolitan College later in 
the day then a quarter final spot 
would be theirs.

DkIT.............................................66 
Belfast Mets..............................35

DESPITE what the scoreline 
might suggest this was far from 
easy for DkIT as Belfast showed 
fighting spirit that DkIT did not 
show until the second half. 

Mohammad Dida played the 
best defence of his life which 
stopped Belfast’s main man so 
DkIT could score the ball easily 
off turnovers through John 
Rafferty, Samuel Sanni and Aaron 
Lawless. 

This continued for the entire 
second half and then DkIT ran 
out comfortable victors and 
booked a spot in the quarter 
finals.

Queens........................................27 

DkIT.............................................52

DkIT began this game on fire 
from all over the court. 

Some fantastic defence from 
Sanni, Dillon and Lawless set up 
easy chances that were converted 
every time with co-captain John 
Rafferty landing four threes in 
the first half. 

Samuel Sanni was now showing 
the whole tournament his natural 
ability to play basketball at a high 
level with some fantastic defence 
and offence. 

Queens were shocked at how 
easily DkIT scored and how Sanni 
would take it off them. The game 
was comfortable for most with 
coach Darren McGovern being 
able to run the bench a lot during 
the game.

Cork IT.........................................81 
DkIT.............................................36

FoR the first time ever DkIT 
were in the Intervarsities semi-

finals. This was the biggest 
game in the college’s history but 
unfortunately they ran into a 
quite fantastic CI side. 

CIT began the game very 
brightly with some easy scores 
inside. When DkIT blocked the 
inside they scored from the 
outside. DkIT knew this was 
going to be a long game. 

CIT’s intensity on the defensive 
end caused problems for scoring. 
Samuel Sanni was always a 
menace to CIT when they had the 
ball as he could pop up anywhere 
to steal it. He finished the game 
with an astonishing 10 steals. 

By half time the game was 
all but over for DkIT but they 
showed their fighting spirit by 
never giving up and playing to 
the end hard.

It was a big loss in the end 
but a lot of positives came from 
the weekend with Samuel Sanni 
receiving an All-Star award for 
being one of the top 10 players in 
the tournament.

DkIT’s basketball team 
makes college history

The DkIT Basketball team which reached the final of the 2012 All-Ireland Colleges Intervarsities. 
Back L-R: Kevin Lacey (kit-man) Nedas Pulukaitis, Aaron Lawless, Ciaran Murray, Cian Dillon, Kevin 
Metzger, Darren McGovern (coach). Front L-R: Jeffrey Ogbeide, Eoghan Ryan, John Rafferty, Samuel 
Sanni, Mohammad Dida.

HOCKEY Dundalk Grammar School

DunDalk Grammar School’s first and second 
year girls hockey teams travelled to Skerries on 
Thursday March 29 to compete in the Meath 
hockey finals. 

In the first match the first year girls came up 
against a strong Skerries side playing on their home 
surface. Skerries dominated the first half but solid 
goalkeeping from katy French-Davis and good 
defending from leya Ramsay, Megan Orr, Bronagh 
Elliott and aoife kierans stopped Skerries from 
scoring. 

Minutes before the half-time whistle, after 
soaking up a lot of pressure, Dundalk broke down 
the pitch at pace and managed to take the lead 
through a fine Emma Bailey goal. 

In the second-half Dundalk came into the game 
much more and had a lot of scoring chances. 
However the game was very open and Skerries also 
came close to scoring. 

Five minutes from the end Dundalk sealed the 
win and secured the trophy with a goal from ali 

Stammochoer. Captain Jamie Rijinders then got to 
lift the first year trophy for DGS for the second year 
running.

The second game saw Dundalk Grammar School 

second year girls take on Mercy College, navan in 
what was a repeat of last year’s final which Dundalk 
managed to win on penalty strokes. 

The Dundalk girls were determined to beat their 
rivals and win a trophy in two consecutive years. 
During the season Dundalk beat Mercy navan 
comfortably by three goals to nil but on a final day 
anything can happen. 

Dundalk took control of the game in the early 
stages and had many chances to score but were 
unable to do so. In the second-half the game 
became much more open with both teams having 
chances to score. 

at the end of full time there was nothing to 
separate the two teams so the game went into 
extra time. In extra time Dundalk captain amy 
Berrill had to be taken off with a head injury, but 
her team fought on. 

However still no goals were scored so the 
game had to be decided by penalty strokes again. 
Dundalk goalkeeper katie Saurin was the hero for 
the Dundalk girls again saving all but one penalty. 
Clara Vallely and Megan Whyte both scored for 
Dundalk ensuring that Dundalk girls lifted the 
trophy two years running.

Grammar girls bring 
home the silverware

Dundalk Grammar School’s victorious first-
year hockey team.

Left: Blackrock AC’s  Aoibhinn McMahon, Caoilfhionn McCarthy, Niamh Cunningham and Penny Morris pictured in 
Cushinstown. Right: Dunleer AC’s Tomas Cotter.


