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A true Formula 1 classic “made in China”
LEWIS Hamilton won the Chinese Grand Prix but the true winner 
was surely Formula 1.

This race was undoubtedly one of the most thrilling of the last 
15 years and showed that the new regulations have the potential 
to be a tremendous success. After the Malaysian Grand Prix there 
were some complaints from fans and experts that the racing had 
become artificial and, amazingly, that overtaking was too prevalent 
at Sepang.

The Chinese race put any criticism of the new style of racing to 
bed. Shanghai played host to a race that was in doubt right until 
the end with drivers utilising different strategies while being forced 
to make numerous overtaking moves on track. China showed that 
the days of drivers making it through a race on a single pitstop 
could be a thing of the past.

With more stops being made there is the potential for more errors 
to creep in. While this usually revolves around a mechanic fumbling 
the tyre change in China we saw one of the most embarrassing 
mistakes a driver can make. After making a good start and leading 
for the opening stint of the race Jenson Button pitted just in front 
of Sebastian Vettel but amazingly the McLaren driver stopped in 
Vettel’s pit box! The incident cost Button a split second, and the 
position to Vettel. 

Different strategies at play
This race was won on a three stop strategy by Hamilton but the 

seeds of his victory were sown on Saturday during qualifying.
In the previous race the McLaren star had been forced to 

spend an extra stint on the harder “prime” tyres because he had 
completed an extra qualifying run on fresh “option” tyres. This 
cost Hamilton any chance of challenging Vettel for the victory in 
Malaysia and was directly responsible for his poor pace that left 
him under attack from Fernando Alonso in the closing stages.

In China Lewis decided that he would not find himself in such a 
situation again and the former champion made only one qualifying 
run in each qualifying session. This decision made it possible for 
the former champion to compete the race with as many sets of 
fresh tyres as he could. With an extra set of the faster option tyres, 
worth one second per lap, the former world champion was in a 
position to make a three stop strategy work while Vettel decided 
that the speed advantage enjoyed by Red Bull, 0.7s in qualifying, 
was sufficient to allow him the 56 lap race with just two stops.

As the race developed it seemed that the two stop strategy 
would indeed be enough for Vettel to stay at the front and take 
a fifth consecutive victory. The German emerged from his final 
stop comfortably in position to stay ahead of the impressively 
performing Nico Rosberg, Button, Massa and Hamilton when they 
made their final stops.

In a move of trademark strategic quick thinking Ross Brawn had 
brought Rosberg in for his first stop earlier than the rest of the field 
and the German utilised the “undercut” to jump into a five second 
lead in the opening stages of the race when the opening round of 
pitstops were completed.

The undercut is the advantage that a driver enjoys from fresh 
tyres relative to his opponents on work tyres. Last season it took the 
Bridgestone tyres some time to get up to temperature and give an 
advantage. The driver trying to utilise the undercut would be slower 
in the opening sector of the lap than his opponent and even though 
he could be the fastest man in the final two sectors it would be very 
difficult to make up enough time to find a way past.

The classic example of this was seen at Monza when Button and 
Alonso were fighting for the victory. Button was leading but the 
Ferrari was clearly faster so McLaren brought Button into the pits 
for his stop hoping that fresh tyres would give him a key advantage. 
Getting the tyres into their performance window was not possible 
in the opening sector and Alonso managed to get ahead when he 
made his stop one lap later.

In 2011 however there is no such issue because the tyres fall 
“off a cliff” at a certain point. When this happens a driver has 
absolutely no grip and is seen skating around the circuit losing 
seconds per lap and giving his rivals the chance to get ahead with 
ease. It was this effect that saw Hamilton catch Vettel as the race 
drew to a close before finally making his move at turn seven to take 
the lead with just five laps remaining.

True racing back in Formula 1
Shanghai also showed that overtaking is back in Formula 1! For 

too long it has been all but impossible to get past the car in front 
but the opening races of the year have shown that in their current 
configuration cars can now race each other closely and crucially not 
lose aerodynamic performance.

In Malaysia the Drag Reduction System came under fire for 
making overtaking too easy. There were calls that it made the 
racing artificial and that the challenge of making a move had been 
eliminated. I myself thought that the Malaysian race showed that 
overtaking was possible and that the majority of the overtaking 
moves were still last second out braking manoeuvres and that F1 
had found a good balance to the overtaking conundrum that has 
plagued the sport for the best part of 20 years.

In China fans were treated to drivers making overtaking 
moves at seemingly every corner with the DRS playing a part in 
some successful moves but far from being the crucial element in 
controlling overtaking that its critics claim it will become.

Once more the key to this change in racing style came from the 
Pirelli tyres. With high degradation tyres it has become possible 
for drivers to make mistakes and leave a door open for rivals to 
slip past. Last weekend there were countless examples of drivers 
finding a way past the car in front by utilising fresher rubber and 
better strategic calls to punish any mistakes made by rival drivers.

Fernando Alonso said after the race that he is not enjoying the 
new regulations and that “it’s impossible to race” because fresher 
tyres have such a huge implication on the performance of a car 
during a race. The Ferrari star is far from the only driver in disliking 
the new regulations but this race showed exactly how good the 
racing can be this season and Sunday showed that true racing has 
returned to the pinnacle of motorsport.

From Russia with glove

DEALGAN boxer Stephen Broadhurst racked 
up yet another milestone as he picked up a 
bronze medal for Ireland at the Paylyukov 
Memorial Youth Multi-Nations tournament 
in Anapa, Russia last month.

Broadhurst spent almost three weeks on 
the banks of the Black Sea, taking part in a 
two week training camp before taking part in 
the 75 kilo middleweight section of the youth 
tournament which featured boxers from 14 
other nations. Ireland were the only western 
nation to compete at the event.

At the training camp, Stephen sparred with 
a Cuban and three Russians and, according 
to his father Tony, it was a very interesting 
experience.

“The mentality that the Russians have is 
that they try and put one over on you in the 
sparring sessions”, explained Tony. “One of 
the fighters that Stephen was sparring with 
hit him a low blow. They try to intimidate 
you so that if you get paired with them in 
a competition, they have a psychological 
edge.”

The Russian fighter in question was 
Syleymanov Amir but his gamesmanship 
failed to pay off as Stephen comprehensively 
beat the middleweight 8-0 in the quarter 
final stage. “A great score to achieve against 
a Russian fighter in his own country”, said 
Tony.

Victory over Amir set up a semi-final bout 
with European medallist Magomed Shabanov. 
An interesting encounter saw the judges 
undecided with one scoring the bout 15-4 in 
favour of the Dundalk fighter and another 6-1 
in favour of the Russian. In the end, Shabanov 
took the decision on a 3-1 scoreline.

“Shabanov’s coaches came to look at 
Stephen training beforehand”, said Tony. 
“They got the decision but I’ve seen the video 
and it’s amazing that Stephen only got one 
point. He easily should have been awarded 
an extra five. 

“Ireland had six fighters in the semi-finals”, 
he added. “That’s 54 minutes of boxing across 
six fights yet they were only awarded one 
point - Stephen’s. David Joyce made the final 
but his two points were awarded because the 
fighter he was up against hit him with a low 
blow”.

Tony’s view was backed up by Irish coach 
Eddie Bolger who accompanied the squad 
alongside Tony Davitt.

“We had a very young squad in Russia. They 
all boxed incredibly well against some of the 
best in the world in their age categories but 

scores are hard to come by out there”.
Next up for the Muirhevnamor teenager 

is the Irish Under-18 Junior Championships 
in five weeks where he will be looking to 
retain his title. Doing so will guarantee him 
a place on the Irish squad for the European 
Youth Championships - which will now take 
place in Dublin and not Armenia -  in August. 
Outside of the ring there is also the matter of 
the Leaving Certificate to be met head on.

And despite the semi-final loss in Russia, 
Tony feels the experience will definitely 
improve Stephen going forward.

“It’s never nice to lose a fight but in 
hindsight it is probably a good thing. He 
has the experience now of fighting different 
opponents and in a different environment. 
He fought in Italy last year and everything was 
laid on perfectly. In Russia it was different and 
he will have to learn to adapt to situations like 
that.

“Since he arrived come home he has been 
looking to get stronger and faster. He wants to 
improve and those three weeks in Russia were 
a great experience for him”.
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Broadhurst picks up 
bronze for Ireland  
by the Black Sea

By Gavin McLaughlin

Stephen Broadhurst pictured with the bronze medal and trophy he won for Ireland in 
Russia last month. Picture: Arthur Kinahan.

EQUESTRIAN RESULTS
Kernan results
RUAS Balmoral Qualifier

AMATEURS - 1, P. Ward’s Conduct (Patrick Ward); 2, R. 
Irvine’s Glittering Captain (Denis O’Brien); 3, J. Robinson’s 
Alabama Slammer (Jo- Anna Robinson); 4, B. King’s Down 
Stream (Sarah Kinnear); 5, Sheikh S. Mirdad’s Mirdad H0.i-
Zoom (Sheikh Samir Mirdad); 6, J. O’Hagan’s Quick Smart 
(Lisa Patterson); 7, E. Cherry’s Danni Touch Me (Elizabeth 
B Cherry);

5 YEAR OLD - 1, G. Green’s Tonagh Trip the Lights (Mary 
Mc Shane); 2, P. Mc Eneaney’s Moonlite Cavalier (Conor Mc 
Eneaney); 3, F. Doyle’s Millburren Lady Zed (Niall Byrne); 4, 
H. Marshall’s Bordeaux (Harry Marshall); 5, J. Mc Caughey’s 
Touch Of Porsch (Ryan O’Neill); 6, S. Hanley’s Muckno 
Princess (Sean Hanley);

6/7 YEAR OLD - 1, J. Murphy’s Java Wild Child (Mary Mc 
Shane); 2, S. Crosbie HHS Finky (Sarah Crosbie); 3, D. Nelson’s 
Bishops Poral (David Nelson); 4, S. Kernan’s Zappo (Hannah 
Joyce); 5, T. Clingan’s Square One (Charlene Clingan); 6, M. 
Beattie’s Kilronan Chin (Micheal Beattie);

1.30M - 1, C. Rafferty’s Khs Platinum (Cormac Rafferty); 
2, K. Mackenzie’s Pit Stop NRW (Shannon Mackenzie); 3, J. 
Kernan’s Ben Mullier (James Kernan); 4, J. Kernan’s Wopper 
(Aofie Dooley); 5, D. Rice’s Premier Sport (Hannah Joyce); 6, 
M. Beattie’s Ranome Z (Michael Beattie).

Carlingford Pony Club 
Upcoming Easter events

Easter Monday Show – Monday April 25. Showjumping 
commences 10am, Price 10 Euro. Class 1 Starter Stakes 
max 30cm; Class 2 Beginner Pony/Horse 70cm; Class 3 

Speed max 85cm; Class 4 Chase me Charlie, Start 70cm 
Finish. 

Pony games commences 1.30pm, Price 5 Euro. Handy 
Pony Price €7. Dog Show commences 4pm. Best turned 
out puppy; Best turned out small dog; Best turned out 
large dog; Dog agility. Easter Pony Camp takes place 
on Tuesday 26, Wednesday 27 and Thursady 28 April. 
Options to book for one, two and three day camps. For 
further information and booking contact Cairlinn Carroll 
087 6790691 or email: carlingfordloughequestrian@
eircom.net.

Ravensdale Lodge 
Week five dressage league

CLASS 1: Intro B, # 1 Mary Cosgrove’s Rio (M. Cosgrove) 
72.17%, # 2 Jill Hobson’s Ludovik (J. Hobson) 66.52%, # 
3 Breige Farrelly’s  Chestnut Ridge (B. Farrelly) 65.65%, # 
4 Caroline Buchanan’s Finn (C. Buchanan) 62.60%, # 5 
Chelsea Dollard’s Mikado (C. Dollard) 56.95%.

CLASS 2: # 1 Michelle Murphy’s Red Ruby Man (M. 
Murphy) 68.40%, # 2 Breige Farrelly’s Chestnut Ridge (B. 
Farrelly) 68%, # 3 Marina Hope’s Trinity Life (M. Hope) 
66.40% # 4 Maria Melvin’s Glenkerrin Sally (J. Melvin) 66%, 
# 5 Stephen Campbell’s Marcus (S. Campbell) 64.80%, # 6 
Rachel Hughes’ Darcy Bussell (R. Hughes) 63.20%.

CLASS 3: Prelim 13, # 1 Stephen Campbell’s Marcus (S. 
Campbell) 72.91%, # 2 Karen Mc Kee’s Kool Style (K. Mc 
Kee) 70.41%, # 3 Alison Mc Grath’s Ashford Bridge (A. Mc 
Grath) 65.83%, # 4 Marnie Crerar’s Daddy Long Legs (M. 
Crerar) 62.08%, # 5 Garvey & Toal’s Copper (E. Garvey) 
60.83%, # 6 Jill Hobson’s Ludovik (J. Hobson) 60%.

CLASS 4: Novice 30: # 1 Karen Mc Kee’s Kool Style (K. 
Mc Kee) 71.53%, # 2 Cairlinn Carroll’s Pompey (C. Carroll) 

67.69%, # 3 Alison Mc Grath’s Ashford Bridge (A. Mc Grath) 
62.30%, # 4 (Joint) Grace O’ Shaughnessy’s The Biscuit (G. 
O’ Shaughnessy) 60.38% and Garvey & Toal’s Copper (C. 
Toal) 60.38%.
Week four indoor horse spring league

80CM CLASS: Divided between, Fintan Sullivan’s Tullyallen 
Ben (L. Byfelt) & Fintan Sullivan’s Burn Girl (F. Sullivan).

90CM CLASS: Marie Quigley’s Castleroche Smartie Pants 
(J. Floody).

1M CLASS; Divided between, R. Grennan’s Edmunds Ella 
(O. Grennan) & M. Fallon’s Le Petit Lorado (J. Floody).

1.10M CLASS: Divided between, Eugene Hanratty’s 
Woodprins (J. Floody) & R. Grennan’s Edmunds Ella (O. 
Grennan). 1.20m Class: Tara Dunne’s Titania B (T. Dunne).
Week twelve horse pony training league

60CM CLASS: Divided between, Ravensdale Lodge’s 
Ravensdale Dougal (K. Magennis), Ravensdale Lodge’s 
Ravensdale Fionn (A. Scanlon) & Ryan Megan’s Leah (R. 
Megan).

70CM CLASS: Divided between, Shirley Mc Kinney’s Miss 
Twilight (S. Mc Kinney), Rachel Lynch’s Heidi (R. Lynch), 
Lauen Mc Cabe’s Taz (L. Mc Cabe) & Grace Keough’s 
Starlight (G. Keough).

80cm Class: Divided between, Emma Halpenny’s Mandy 
(E. Halpenny) & Lynn Clarke Hearty’s Willow (L. Clarke 
Hearty).

90CM CLASS: Divided between, Mary Curtis’ Barney 
(M. Curtis), Jackie O’ Brien’s Sillogue Sparkie (N. O’ Brien), 
Shauna Mc Elroy’s Supreme Sam (S. Mc Elroy), Kate 
Kenwright’s Storm (K. Kenwright) & Sean Mc Ardles Oak 
Tree Ruby (S. Mc Ardle), 

1M CLASS: Bronwyn Lait’s Doree (B. Laite) & Tommy 
Moriarity’s Thunder (O. Moriarity).


